
 
1. Discuss the Modernist Theories about the Emergence of Nations and Nationalism. (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

Modernist theories argue that nations and nationalism are products of modern historical 
developments rather than ancient or natural communities. According to these theories, 
nationalism emerged alongside industrialization, capitalism, modernization, and the rise of the 
modern state during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Major Modernist Theories 

1. Ernest Gellner's Theory 

Ernest Gellner viewed nationalism as a consequence of industrial society. According to him: 

●​ Pre-modern societies were based on local cultures and traditions. 
●​ Industrialization required a mobile, literate, and skilled workforce. 
●​ A common culture and language became necessary for communication. 
●​ The modern state promoted standardized education to create cultural homogeneity. 

Gellner famously argued that nationalism creates nations rather than nations creating 
nationalism. 

2. Benedict Anderson's Theory 

Benedict Anderson described nations as "Imagined Communities." 

●​ Members of a nation never know most of their fellow citizens personally. 
●​ Yet they imagine themselves as part of a common community. 
●​ Print capitalism (newspapers, books, novels) helped people develop a shared sense of 

identity. 
●​ The spread of vernacular languages strengthened national consciousness. 

3. Eric Hobsbawm's Theory 

Eric Hobsbawm emphasized the concept of "invented traditions." 

●​ National symbols, rituals, flags, and ceremonies are often modern creations. 
●​ Political elites construct traditions to foster national unity. 
●​ Nationalism emerged before the formation of nations and helped shape them. 

4. Karl Deutsch's Communication Theory 

Karl Deutsch linked nationalism with social communication. 



 
●​ Improvements in transportation, education, and communication integrated populations. 
●​ Increased interaction created common identities. 
●​ National consciousness developed through communication networks. 

5. Tom Nairn's Theory 

Tom Nairn associated nationalism with uneven capitalist development. 

●​ Nationalism emerged in regions economically disadvantaged by capitalist expansion. 
●​ It became a tool for political mobilization against dominant powers. 

Significance of Modernist Theories 

●​ Explain the rise of nationalism in the modern era. 
●​ Highlight the role of industrialization, capitalism, education, and communication. 
●​ Provide a framework for understanding anti-colonial nationalism, including the Indian 

National Movement. 

Criticism 

●​ They underestimate the importance of historical memories and ethnic identities. 
●​ Many nations claim ancient origins that cannot be fully explained by modernist 

approaches. 
●​ Critics argue that cultural continuity existed before modernity. 

Conclusion 

Modernist theories view nationalism as a modern phenomenon shaped by social, economic, and 
political transformations. Though criticized for neglecting pre-modern identities, they remain 
highly influential in explaining the emergence of nations and nationalism. 

 

2. Critically Discuss the Various Definitions of Nations and Nation-States. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The concepts of nation and nation-state are central to the study of nationalism. Scholars have 
offered different definitions based on culture, politics, history, ethnicity, and territory. 

Meaning of Nation 

Ernest Renan's Definition 

Ernest Renan defined a nation as: 



 
"A daily plebiscite." 

According to him: 

●​ A nation is based on shared memories and collective will. 
●​ Common consent is more important than race, religion, or language. 

Stalin's Definition 

Joseph Stalin defined a nation as: 

●​ A historically constituted community of people. 
●​ Sharing common territory, language, economic life, and psychological makeup. 

This definition stresses objective characteristics. 

Benedict Anderson's Definition 

Anderson viewed a nation as an imagined political community. 

●​ It is imagined because members cannot know all fellow members. 
●​ It is sovereign because nations aspire to self-government. 
●​ It is limited because it has defined boundaries. 

Anthony D. Smith's Definition 

Anthony D. Smith emphasized: 

●​ Shared myths. 
●​ Historical memories. 
●​ Common culture. 
●​ Attachment to a homeland. 

His approach combines historical and cultural elements. 

Meaning of Nation-State 

A nation-state is a political unit where the state and nation largely coincide. 

Characteristics: 

●​ Defined territory. 
●​ Sovereign government. 
●​ Common national identity. 
●​ Legal and political institutions. 

Examples include Japan and France. 



 
Critical Discussion 

Strengths of Cultural Definitions 

●​ Explain emotional attachment and collective identity. 
●​ Highlight language, traditions, and heritage. 

Limitations 

●​ Many nations contain multiple languages and cultures. 
●​ Cultural unity is often exaggerated. 

Strengths of Political Definitions 

●​ Emphasize citizenship and participation. 
●​ Suitable for democratic societies. 

Limitations 

●​ Ignore ethnic and cultural dimensions. 
●​ Cannot fully explain emotional loyalty. 

Problems with Nation-State Concept 

●​ Few states are culturally homogeneous. 
●​ Multi-ethnic states such as India challenge the ideal model. 
●​ Some nations exist without states, while some states contain several nations. 

Indian Context 

India demonstrates that a nation can be based on political unity and shared historical experiences 
despite linguistic, religious, and cultural diversity. The Indian National Movement played a 
crucial role in constructing this national identity. 

Conclusion 

Definitions of nation and nation-state vary according to theoretical perspectives. No single 
definition fully captures their complexity. Modern scholarship recognizes both political and 
cultural dimensions in understanding nations and nation-states. 

 

3. What are the Non-Modernist Theories of Nationalism? What is Their Importance? (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 



 
Non-modernist theories challenge the view that nations and nationalism are purely modern 
phenomena. They argue that nations have deeper historical and cultural roots extending into the 
pre-modern period. 

Major Non-Modernist Theories 

1. Primordialism 

Primordialists believe that nations are natural and ancient communities. 

Main Features: 

●​ National identities are based on kinship, blood ties, language, religion, and culture. 
●​ These bonds are deeply rooted and emotionally powerful. 
●​ Nations have existed for centuries. 

Important scholars include Clifford Geertz and Edward Shils. 

Criticism 

●​ Overemphasizes ancient continuity. 
●​ Fails to explain changes in national identities. 

2. Perennialism 

Perennialists argue that nations have existed throughout history, though not necessarily in the 
same form. 

Main Features: 

●​ Some nations are very old. 
●​ Historical continuity links past and present communities. 
●​ National identities evolve over time. 

Important scholar:​
Adrian Hastings. 

Criticism 

●​ Difficult to prove continuous existence of nations across centuries. 

3. Ethno-Symbolism 

Ethno-symbolism is associated with Anthony D. Smith. 

Main Features: 



 
●​ Modern nations are rooted in earlier ethnic communities (ethnies). 
●​ Myths, memories, symbols, traditions, and historical experiences are crucial. 
●​ Nationalism uses pre-existing cultural resources. 

Importance of Non-Modernist Theories 

1. Emphasis on Historical Continuity 

They show that modern nationalism often draws upon older traditions and memories. 

2. Recognition of Cultural Factors 

These theories highlight the significance of religion, language, myths, and symbols. 

3. Better Understanding of National Identity 

They explain why national identities evoke strong emotional attachments. 

4. Relevance to Colonial Societies 

In countries such as India, nationalist leaders often invoked ancient history, cultural symbols, and 
collective memories to mobilize people against colonial rule. 

5. Complementing Modernist Approaches 

Non-modernist theories reveal aspects ignored by modernists, especially the role of culture and 
historical memory. 

Criticism 

●​ Sometimes romanticize the past. 
●​ May exaggerate continuity between ancient and modern communities. 
●​ Can overlook the role of modern political and economic changes. 

Conclusion 

Non-modernist theories—Primordialism, Perennialism, and Ethno-Symbolism—stress the 
historical and cultural roots of nations. Their importance lies in explaining how myths, 
memories, symbols, and ethnic traditions contribute to the formation of national identities. 
Together with modernist theories, they provide a more comprehensive understanding of 
nationalism and the emergence of nations. 

1. Why did Some National Liberation Movements Stick to the Path of Non-Violent 
Struggles While Others Resorted to Violence to Counter Colonial Rule? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 



 
National liberation movements emerged across Asia, Africa, and Latin America as struggles 
against colonial domination. While some movements adopted non-violent methods, others 
resorted to armed resistance. The choice of strategy depended on historical circumstances, 
colonial policies, leadership, social conditions, and political opportunities. 

Factors Behind Non-Violent Struggles 

1. Influence of Leadership 

Leaders played a crucial role in determining the nature of nationalist movements. In India, 
Mahatma Gandhi advocated Satyagraha and non-violent resistance. 

●​ Emphasis on moral force rather than physical force. 
●​ Use of civil disobedience, non-cooperation, and peaceful protests. 
●​ Mobilization of large sections of society. 

2. Availability of Political Space 

Where colonial governments allowed some constitutional participation, nationalist leaders often 
preferred peaceful methods. 

●​ Negotiations and reforms created opportunities for political action. 
●​ Non-violent movements could gain international sympathy. 

3. Mass Mobilization 

Non-violence enabled participation by women, peasants, workers, students, and middle classes. 

●​ It reduced the risks associated with armed struggle. 
●​ It fostered broad national unity. 

Factors Behind Violent Struggles 

1. Colonial Repression 

Many colonial regimes denied peaceful avenues of protest. 

●​ Brutal repression convinced nationalists that violence was necessary. 
●​ Armed resistance emerged when constitutional methods failed. 

2. Settler Colonialism 

In colonies dominated by European settlers, indigenous populations often faced severe 
discrimination. 

Examples include: 



 
●​ Algeria 
●​ Kenya 

Movements such as the National Liberation Front (FLN) in Algeria and the Mau Mau movement 
in Kenya adopted armed resistance. 

3. Revolutionary Ideologies 

Marxist and socialist ideas influenced many liberation movements. 

●​ Armed struggle was viewed as a means of overthrowing colonial exploitation. 
●​ Guerrilla warfare became a common strategy. 

Examples 

Non-Violent Movements Violent Movements 

India Algeria 

Ghana Kenya (Mau Mau) 

United States Civil Rights Movement Vietnam 

South Africa (partly non-violent initially) Angola 

Conclusion 

National liberation movements adopted different methods depending on local conditions. 
Non-violent movements relied on mass participation and moral legitimacy, while violent 
struggles emerged where repression and exclusion left few alternatives. Both strategies 
contributed significantly to the end of colonial rule. 
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2. Discuss the Intellectual and Social Origins of Nations in Asia and Africa. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 



 
The emergence of nations in Asia and Africa was shaped by intellectual, cultural, social, and 
political developments during the colonial period. Nationalism arose in response to colonial 
domination and was influenced by both indigenous traditions and modern Western ideas. 

Intellectual Origins 

1. Western Education 

Colonial education introduced ideas of: 

●​ Liberty 
●​ Equality 
●​ Democracy 
●​ National self-determination 

Educated elites began questioning colonial rule. 

2. Impact of Enlightenment Ideas 

European political thought inspired nationalist leaders. 

Thinkers such as: 

●​ Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
●​ John Stuart Mill 

influenced demands for freedom and representative government. 

3. Role of Intellectuals 

Nationalist intellectuals interpreted history and culture to create national consciousness. 

Examples: 

●​ Rabindranath Tagore 
●​ Sun Yat-sen 
●​ Kwame Nkrumah 

4. Print Culture 

Newspapers, journals, books, and pamphlets spread nationalist ideas. 

●​ Facilitated communication. 
●​ Created shared political awareness. 

Social Origins 



 
1. Emergence of New Middle Classes 

Colonial economies produced: 

●​ Teachers 
●​ Lawyers 
●​ Journalists 
●​ Government employees 

These groups became leaders of nationalist movements. 

2. Urbanization 

Cities became centers of political discussion and organization. 

3. Social and Religious Reform Movements 

Reform movements promoted social awakening and cultural revival. 

Examples: 

●​ Brahmo Samaj 
●​ Arya Samaj 

4. Shared Experience of Colonialism 

Colonial exploitation created common grievances among different social groups. 

●​ Economic exploitation 
●​ Political discrimination 
●​ Racial inequalities 

These experiences encouraged collective identities. 

Asia and Africa Compared 

Asia 

●​ Strong influence of educated middle classes. 
●​ Earlier development of nationalist organizations. 

Africa 

●​ Nationalism gained strength after World War II. 
●​ Strong connection with anti-racial and anti-colonial struggles. 



 
Conclusion 

The nations of Asia and Africa emerged through the interaction of intellectual currents, social 
transformations, and anti-colonial resistance. Western ideas, indigenous traditions, social 
reforms, and colonial experiences collectively shaped modern nationalism. 
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3. Discuss the Economic Contexts of Some Nationalist Movements. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Economic factors played a crucial role in the growth of nationalism. Colonial rule often involved 
economic exploitation, unequal trade relations, resource extraction, and labor exploitation. These 
conditions generated widespread dissatisfaction and encouraged nationalist movements. 

Economic Exploitation under Colonialism 

1. Drain of Wealth 

In India, nationalist leaders argued that colonialism transferred wealth from the colony to the 
imperial power. 

Dadabhai Naoroji developed the Drain Theory. 

●​ Wealth produced in India was exported to Britain. 
●​ India received little benefit from its resources. 

2. Destruction of Indigenous Industries 

Colonial policies often favored imported manufactured goods. 

●​ Traditional industries declined. 
●​ Artisans lost livelihoods. 
●​ Economic dependence increased. 

3. Heavy Taxation 



 
Colonial governments imposed land revenue systems and taxes. 

●​ Peasants suffered indebtedness. 
●​ Agrarian distress fueled resistance. 

Economic Contexts in Selected Nationalist Movements 

India 

Economic grievances were central to Indian nationalism. 

Issues included: 

●​ Drain of wealth. 
●​ Industrial decline. 
●​ Land revenue burdens. 
●​ Economic discrimination. 

Egypt 

Nationalism grew partly because of foreign control over finances and strategic resources such as 
the Suez Canal. 

Indonesia 

Dutch economic exploitation generated opposition among peasants, workers, and intellectuals. 

Vietnam 

French colonial policies: 

●​ Extracted agricultural resources. 
●​ Imposed taxes. 
●​ Exploited labor. 

These conditions contributed to revolutionary nationalism. 

Africa 

Colonial economies emphasized: 

●​ Cash-crop production. 
●​ Forced labor. 
●​ Resource extraction. 

Economic inequalities encouraged anti-colonial mobilization. 



 
Relationship Between Nationalism and Economic Development 

Nationalists argued that political independence was necessary for: 

●​ Economic growth. 
●​ Industrialization. 
●​ Social welfare. 
●​ National development. 

Economic nationalism became an important component of anti-colonial movements. 

Conclusion 

Economic exploitation was one of the strongest foundations of nationalist movements. Colonial 
policies created poverty, inequality, and dependency, encouraging people to demand self-rule. 
Economic grievances often transformed into political nationalism and became a powerful force 
in anti-colonial struggles. 

1. Discuss the Main Differences between the Colonialist and Nationalist Views on Indian 
Nation and National Movement. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The interpretation of Indian nationalism has been a major subject of historical debate. Colonialist 
and nationalist historians offered contrasting explanations regarding the nature of the Indian 
nation and the Indian National Movement. While colonialist scholars denied the existence of an 
Indian nation before British rule, nationalist historians emphasized India's historical unity and 
viewed the national movement as a genuine struggle for independence. 

Colonialist View 

The colonialist interpretation was advanced by British administrators and scholars such as John 
Strachey and Valentine Chirol. 

Main Arguments 

1.​ India was not a nation but a collection of races, castes, religions, and linguistic groups. 
2.​ British rule created political unity in India. 
3.​ The Indian National Congress represented only a small educated elite. 
4.​ Nationalism was an artificial product of Western education. 
5.​ Indians were considered incapable of self-government due to social divisions. 

Objectives 

●​ To justify British imperial rule. 



 
●​ To portray colonialism as a civilizing mission. 
●​ To weaken nationalist demands for independence. 

Nationalist View 

Nationalist historians included Dadabhai Naoroji, R. C. Dutt, and Tara Chand. 

Main Arguments 

1.​ India possessed cultural and historical unity long before British rule. 
2.​ Colonialism exploited India's economy and society. 
3.​ The national movement represented the aspirations of the Indian people. 
4.​ The Indian National Congress gradually evolved into a mass movement. 
5.​ Nationalism developed through common experiences of colonial oppression. 

Major Differences 

Colonialist View Nationalist View 

India was not a nation. India had historical and cultural unity. 

British rule created India. British rule exploited India. 

Congress represented elites only. Congress represented national aspirations. 

Nationalism was artificial. Nationalism emerged from anti-colonial 
struggle. 

British rule was beneficial. British rule was economically harmful. 

Critical Evaluation 

The colonialist interpretation ignored the growth of national consciousness and mass 
participation in the freedom struggle. Nationalist historians, while emphasizing unity, sometimes 
underestimated internal social and regional differences. 

Conclusion 

The colonialist and nationalist schools presented opposing views of Indian nationalism. While 
colonial historians justified imperial rule, nationalist historians highlighted India's historical 
unity and the legitimacy of the freedom struggle. 
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2. What are the Basic Points of the Marxist Historiography on Indian Nationalism? (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

Marxist historiography interprets Indian nationalism primarily through economic structures, class 
relations, and colonial exploitation. It emphasizes the role of material conditions rather than 
cultural or ideological factors. 

Main Features of Marxist Historiography 

1. Colonialism as an Economic System 

Marxist historians view colonialism as a form of capitalist exploitation. 

●​ British rule integrated India into the world capitalist economy. 
●​ Indian resources were exploited for British industrial development. 

2. Class Analysis 

Nationalism is interpreted through the activities of different social classes. 

Important classes included: 

●​ Bourgeoisie 
●​ Peasantry 
●​ Working class 
●​ Landlords 

3. Role of the Indian Bourgeoisie 

According to Marxists, the Indian capitalist class played a major role in the national movement. 

●​ Supported nationalism to secure economic interests. 
●​ Opposed colonial restrictions on industrial development. 

4. Economic Exploitation 

Marxist historians stress: 

●​ Drain of wealth. 



 
●​ Industrial decline. 
●​ Agrarian exploitation. 
●​ Unequal trade relations. 

5. Mass Participation 

Workers and peasants are viewed as important participants in nationalist struggles. 

6. National Movement as Anti-Imperialist Struggle 

The freedom struggle is seen as a confrontation between colonial imperialism and Indian social 
forces. 

Major Marxist Historians 

R. P. Dutt 

●​ Emphasized class contradictions. 
●​ Viewed nationalism as a product of colonial capitalism. 

A. R. Desai 

●​ Linked nationalism with socio-economic transformations. 
●​ Focused on the rise of new social classes. 

Bipan Chandra 

●​ Highlighted anti-imperialist ideology. 
●​ Emphasized the broad-based nature of nationalism. 

Criticism 

1.​ Overemphasis on economic factors. 
2.​ Underestimation of cultural and ideological influences. 
3.​ Inability to fully explain emotional aspects of nationalism. 

Conclusion 

Marxist historiography provides a powerful explanation of Indian nationalism by highlighting 
colonial exploitation, class relations, and anti-imperialist struggles. It remains one of the most 
influential approaches to the study of the Indian National Movement. 
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3. In What Ways are the Views of Bipan Chandra and Sumit Sarkar Different from those 
of R.P. Dutt and A.R. Desai? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Among Marxist historians of Indian nationalism, significant differences exist between the 
interpretations of R. P. Dutt and A. R. Desai on one hand, and Bipan Chandra and Sumit Sarkar 
on the other. While all acknowledge the importance of class and colonialism, they differ in their 
assessment of the national movement and the role of leadership. 

R.P. Dutt and A.R. Desai 

Main Arguments 

1.​ Nationalism emerged from the development of Indian capitalism. 
2.​ The Indian National Congress mainly represented bourgeois interests. 
3.​ Congress leadership often compromised with imperialism. 
4.​ Class contradictions remained central to understanding nationalism. 

Limitations 

●​ Tended to reduce nationalism to class interests. 
●​ Viewed Congress with considerable skepticism. 

Bipan Chandra and Sumit Sarkar 

Main Arguments 

1.​ Nationalism was fundamentally an anti-imperialist movement. 
2.​ Congress was not merely a bourgeois organization. 
3.​ Nationalist ideology mobilized diverse social groups. 
4.​ Mass participation was central to the success of the movement. 

Bipan Chandra's Perspective 

●​ Stressed the strength of anti-colonial ideology. 
●​ Viewed Congress as a broad national platform. 
●​ Argued that leadership successfully united different classes against colonialism. 

Sumit Sarkar's Perspective 



 
●​ Highlighted regional and local dimensions of nationalism. 
●​ Focused on popular movements and mass mobilization. 
●​ Examined both achievements and limitations of nationalist politics. 

Major Differences 

R.P. Dutt & A.R. Desai Bipan Chandra & Sumit Sarkar 

Stress class interests. Stress anti-imperialist ideology. 

Congress largely bourgeois. Congress represented broad national interests. 

Focus on economic determinism. Greater attention to politics and ideology. 

Leadership often compromising. Leadership played a positive mobilizing role. 

Nationalism linked mainly to capitalism. Nationalism viewed as a mass anti-colonial 
movement. 

Critical Assessment 

Bipan Chandra and Sumit Sarkar broadened Marxist analysis by incorporating ideology, political 
mobilization, and popular participation. Their approach moved beyond economic determinism 
while retaining the importance of colonial exploitation and class relations. 

Conclusion 

The key difference lies in the interpretation of the Indian National Congress and the nature of 
nationalism. While R.P. Dutt and A.R. Desai emphasized bourgeois class interests, Bipan 
Chandra and Sumit Sarkar viewed nationalism as a wider anti-imperialist movement that 
successfully mobilized diverse sections of Indian society. 

1. Discuss the Interpretation of Indian Nationalism Given by the Cambridge School. (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

The Cambridge School emerged during the 1960s and 1970s and offered a revisionist 
interpretation of Indian nationalism. Associated with historians at the University of Cambridge, it 
challenged nationalist and Marxist explanations of the Indian National Movement. The 
Cambridge historians emphasized local politics, elite interests, patron-client relationships, and 
competition for power rather than anti-colonial ideology. 

Major Historians of the Cambridge School 



 
Important scholars include: 

●​ Anil Seal 
●​ John Gallagher 
●​ Gordon Johnson 
●​ Christopher Baker 

Main Arguments 

1. Nationalism as Elite Politics 

The Cambridge School argued that nationalism was primarily driven by competition among 
Indian elites. 

●​ Political leaders sought power, prestige, and influence. 
●​ Nationalist organizations became arenas of elite rivalry. 

2. Importance of Local and Regional Politics 

According to Cambridge historians: 

●​ Local politics shaped national politics. 
●​ Regional leaders used nationalism to strengthen their positions. 
●​ National movements were often extensions of local conflicts. 

3. Patron-Client Relationships 

Political mobilization occurred through networks of: 

●​ Caste 
●​ Family 
●​ Community 
●​ Local patronage 

Mass participation was often mediated through local leaders. 

4. Limited Role of Ideology 

The Cambridge School downplayed: 

●​ Nationalist ideology 
●​ Anti-imperialist consciousness 
●​ Emotional attachment to the nation 

Instead, it stressed practical political interests. 

5. Continuity with Colonial Politics 



 
Nationalist politics was viewed as a continuation of existing patterns of political competition 
rather than a revolutionary break from colonial rule. 

Criticism 

1.​ Underestimates anti-colonial nationalism. 
2.​ Neglects ideological and emotional dimensions of the freedom struggle. 
3.​ Reduces nationalism to elite competition. 
4.​ Ignores the sacrifices and participation of ordinary people. 

Nationalist and Marxist historians have argued that the Cambridge School fails to explain the 
broad appeal of nationalism across different social groups. 

Conclusion 

The Cambridge School provided valuable insights into local politics and elite networks but has 
been criticized for minimizing the importance of anti-colonial ideology and mass participation. 
Nevertheless, it remains an influential interpretation in the historiography of Indian nationalism. 
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2. How do the Subaltern Historians View the Phenomenon of Indian Nationalism? (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

The Subaltern School emerged in the 1980s as a critique of both nationalist and Cambridge 
interpretations of Indian history. It sought to recover the voices and experiences of ordinary 
people who had been marginalized in historical writings. 

Meaning of "Subaltern" 

The term "subaltern" refers to groups that are socially, politically, and economically subordinate, 
such as: 

●​ Peasants 
●​ Workers 
●​ Tribal communities 



 
●​ Lower castes 
●​ Marginalized groups 

The concept was influenced by the ideas of Antonio Gramsci. 

Major Historians 

●​ Ranajit Guha 
●​ Partha Chatterjee 
●​ Shahid Amin 
●​ Gyanendra Pandey 

Main Arguments 

1. Critique of Elite Historiography 

Subaltern historians argued that both colonial and nationalist histories focused mainly on elites. 

●​ Nationalist history emphasized leaders such as Gandhi and Nehru. 
●​ Ordinary people remained invisible. 

2. Autonomous Domain of Politics 

Ranajit Guha argued that peasants and subaltern groups possessed their own political 
consciousness. 

●​ Their actions were not merely responses to elite leadership. 
●​ They developed independent forms of resistance. 

3. Importance of Popular Movements 

Subaltern historians emphasized: 

●​ Peasant uprisings 
●​ Tribal rebellions 
●​ Local resistance movements 

These movements reflected genuine political agency. 

4. Critique of Nationalist Leadership 

The nationalist leadership did not always represent subaltern interests. 

●​ Nationalist movements often remained under elite control. 
●​ Popular aspirations were sometimes suppressed. 



 
5. Alternative Understanding of Nationalism 

Nationalism was viewed as a contested process involving multiple social groups rather than a 
unified movement. 

Contributions 

●​ Expanded the scope of historical inquiry. 
●​ Highlighted marginalized voices. 
●​ Emphasized grassroots political action. 

Criticism 

1.​ Excessive focus on fragmentation. 
2.​ Underestimation of national unity. 
3.​ Limited attention to economic structures. 
4.​ Sometimes overlooks the integrative role of nationalism. 

Conclusion 

The Subaltern School transformed the study of Indian nationalism by shifting attention from elite 
leaders to ordinary people. It highlighted the agency of peasants, workers, and marginalized 
groups and offered a more inclusive understanding of the nationalist movement. 
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3. Briefly Discuss the View of C.A. Bayly and Rajat Ray on Indian Nationalism. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Both C. A. Bayly and Rajat Kanta Ray made important contributions to the understanding of 
Indian nationalism. While influenced by revisionist approaches, they moved beyond the 
limitations of the Cambridge School. 

C.A. Bayly's View 

1. Importance of Indigenous Networks 



 
Bayly emphasized the existence of communication and information networks before British rule. 

●​ Merchants 
●​ Religious groups 
●​ Intellectual communities 

These networks facilitated the spread of political ideas. 

2. Historical Roots of Nationalism 

Nationalism was not merely a product of colonial rule. 

●​ Earlier forms of collective identity existed. 
●​ Colonialism transformed rather than created political consciousness. 

3. Role of Public Sphere 

Bayly highlighted the development of: 

●​ Newspapers 
●​ Associations 
●​ Political debates 

These institutions helped create modern public opinion. 

Contribution 

Bayly bridged the gap between nationalist and revisionist interpretations by recognizing both 
indigenous traditions and modern political developments. 

Rajat Ray's View 

1. Economic Foundations of Nationalism 

Rajat Ray emphasized the role of economic changes and indigenous entrepreneurship. 

●​ Growth of Indian business groups. 
●​ Emergence of new social classes. 
●​ Economic grievances against colonial rule. 

2. Indigenous Capitalism 

He argued that Indian merchants and entrepreneurs contributed significantly to nationalist 
politics. 

3. Nationalism as a Broad Historical Process 



 
Nationalism emerged through interaction among: 

●​ Economic interests 
●​ Political aspirations 
●​ Cultural identities 

Contribution 

Ray highlighted the relationship between economic transformation and political mobilization. 

Comparison 

C.A. Bayly Rajat Ray 

Focus on communication networks and public 
sphere. 

Focus on economic change and 
entrepreneurship. 

Stresses historical continuity. Stresses economic foundations of nationalism. 

Emphasizes information and political culture. Emphasizes indigenous capitalism and class 
formation. 

Conclusion 

Both C.A. Bayly and Rajat Ray enriched the historiography of Indian nationalism by moving 
beyond simplistic explanations. Bayly highlighted communication networks and political culture, 
while Rajat Ray emphasized economic change and indigenous entrepreneurship. Together, they 
offered a more nuanced understanding of the origins and development of Indian nationalism. 

1. Discuss the Causes of the Revolt of 1857. What was the Immediate Cause? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Revolt of 1857 was the first major armed challenge to British rule in India. It began as a 
mutiny of Indian soldiers (sepoys) but soon developed into a widespread rebellion involving 
princes, landlords, peasants, and common people. The revolt resulted from a combination of 
political, economic, social, religious, and military causes. 



 
Causes of the Revolt 

1. Political Causes 

●​ The policy of annexation pursued by Lord Dalhousie created widespread resentment. 
●​ The Doctrine of Lapse led to the annexation of states such as Jhansi and Satara. 
●​ The annexation of Awadh in 1856 angered nobles, soldiers, and peasants. 

2. Economic Causes 

●​ Heavy land revenue demands burdened peasants. 
●​ Traditional artisans suffered due to the influx of British manufactured goods. 
●​ Zamindars and taluqdars lost privileges and lands. 

3. Social and Religious Causes 

●​ Social reforms introduced by the British created fears of interference in Indian customs. 
●​ Many Indians believed that the British intended to convert them to Christianity. 
●​ Measures such as the abolition of Sati and legalization of widow remarriage were viewed 

suspiciously by conservative sections. 

4. Military Causes 

●​ Indian sepoys faced discrimination in pay, promotion, and service conditions. 
●​ They were treated as inferior to British soldiers. 
●​ The General Service Enlistment Act (1856) required soldiers to serve overseas, which 

offended religious sentiments. 

Immediate Cause 

The immediate cause was the introduction of the Enfield rifle. 

●​ Soldiers had to bite open greased cartridges before loading the rifle. 
●​ Rumours spread that the cartridges were greased with cow and pig fat. 
●​ This offended both Hindus and Muslims. 
●​ Refusal to use the cartridges led to punishment of sepoys at Meerut. 
●​ On 10 May 1857, sepoys at Meerut revolted, marking the beginning of the uprising. 

Conclusion 

The Revolt of 1857 was the result of deep-rooted political, economic, social, and military 
grievances. The cartridge issue acted only as a spark that ignited widespread discontent against 
British rule. 
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2. What Were the Reasons for the Failure of the Revolt of 1857? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Although the Revolt of 1857 posed a serious challenge to British authority, it ultimately failed. 
The failure resulted from organizational weaknesses, lack of unity, and British military 
superiority. 

Reasons for Failure 

1. Lack of Central Leadership 

●​ There was no unified command. 
●​ Leaders acted independently in different regions. 
●​ Bahadur Shah II was declared leader but lacked real authority. 

2. Limited Geographical Spread 

●​ The revolt was mainly confined to northern and central India. 
●​ Large parts of southern and eastern India remained unaffected. 

3. Absence of Common Ideology 

●​ Different groups had different objectives. 
●​ Princes wanted restoration of their kingdoms. 
●​ Peasants and soldiers had separate grievances. 

4. Lack of Modern Weapons 

●​ Rebels possessed inferior weapons and military resources. 
●​ The British had better artillery, training, and communications. 

5. Support to the British 

Several rulers remained loyal to the British, including: 

●​ Hyderabad 
●​ Patiala 



 
●​ Gwalior (initially) 

6. Better Communication and Transport 

●​ Railways and telegraph helped the British move troops quickly. 
●​ Reinforcements arrived from Britain and other colonies. 

7. Financial Strength of the British 

●​ The British had greater economic and military resources. 
●​ They could sustain a prolonged conflict. 

Conclusion 

The Revolt failed due to lack of unity, weak leadership, limited geographical reach, and British 
military superiority. Despite its failure, it became a landmark in India's struggle against colonial 
rule. 
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3. Did the Revolt Have Any Impact on the Future British Rule over India? Explain. (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

Although the Revolt of 1857 was suppressed, it profoundly influenced British policies in India. 
The British government recognized the need to reorganize administration and adopt a more 
cautious approach toward Indian society. 

Major Impacts 

1. End of East India Company Rule 

The most significant consequence was the abolition of the East India Company's rule. 

●​ The British Parliament passed the Government of India Act, 1858. 
●​ Administration was transferred directly to the British Crown. 



 
2. Queen Victoria's Proclamation (1858) 

Queen Victoria issued a proclamation promising: 

●​ Religious non-interference. 
●​ Equal treatment under law. 
●​ Protection of princely states. 

3. Reorganization of the Army 

●​ The ratio of British to Indian soldiers was increased. 
●​ Recruitment policies were changed. 
●​ Different communities were recruited separately to prevent unity among soldiers. 

4. Policy toward Princes 

●​ The Doctrine of Lapse was abandoned. 
●​ Princely states were treated as allies. 
●​ Princes were encouraged to support British rule. 

5. Divide and Rule Policy 

●​ The British increasingly emphasized religious and communal differences. 
●​ This policy aimed to prevent united opposition. 

6. Administrative Changes 

●​ Greater centralization of administration. 
●​ Expansion of bureaucracy and surveillance. 

Historical Significance 

The Revolt convinced the British that Indian sentiments could not be ignored. It marked the 
beginning of a new phase in colonial governance. 

Conclusion 

The Revolt of 1857 transformed British rule in India. It ended Company rule, led to 
administrative reforms, altered military policies, and influenced colonial strategies for the 
remainder of British rule. 
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4. Describe the Beginning and Spread of the Revolt of 1857. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Revolt of 1857 began as a military uprising and soon spread across large parts of northern 
and central India. It involved soldiers, princes, peasants, landlords, and urban groups. 

Beginning of the Revolt 

Mangal Pandey's Revolt 

Mangal Pandey attacked British officers at Barrackpore in March 1857. 

Revolt at Meerut 

●​ On 9 May 1857, eighty-five sepoys were punished for refusing to use the greased 
cartridges. 

●​ On 10 May 1857, soldiers at Meerut revolted. 
●​ They released imprisoned comrades and marched to Delhi. 

Capture of Delhi 

●​ Rebels entered Delhi. 
●​ Bahadur Shah II was proclaimed Emperor of India. 
●​ Delhi became the symbolic centre of the revolt. 

Spread of the Revolt 

Kanpur 

●​ Leadership was provided by Nana Sahib. 
●​ Kanpur became a major centre of resistance. 

Lucknow 

●​ Begum Hazrat Mahal led resistance in Awadh. 
●​ The revolt received support from taluqdars and peasants. 

Jhansi 

●​ Rani Lakshmibai became one of the most famous leaders of the revolt. 



 
●​ She fought bravely against British forces. 

Bihar 

●​ Kunwar Singh led the rebellion in Bihar despite his advanced age. 

Central India 

●​ Tantia Tope organized resistance and guerrilla warfare. 

Areas Unaffected 

The revolt had little impact in: 

●​ Punjab 
●​ Bengal 
●​ Bombay Presidency 
●​ Madras Presidency 

Conclusion 

The Revolt of 1857 began at Meerut and quickly spread across northern and central India. 
Though ultimately unsuccessful, it represented the first large-scale challenge to British authority 
and occupies an important place in the history of the Indian National Movement. 

1. Discuss the Role of Intellectuals in the Emergence of Indian Nationalism. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The rise of Indian nationalism in the nineteenth century was closely linked with the growth of a 
new class of educated intellectuals. Influenced by modern education, liberal ideas, and awareness 
of colonial exploitation, these intellectuals played a crucial role in awakening political 
consciousness and laying the foundations of the Indian National Movement. 

Emergence of a New Intellectual Class 

The introduction of Western education by the British led to the emergence of: 

●​ Lawyers 
●​ Teachers 
●​ Journalists 
●​ Writers 
●​ Social reformers 

This educated middle class became the pioneer of Indian nationalism. 



 
Contributions of Intellectuals 

1. Spread of Modern Political Ideas 

Indian intellectuals became familiar with concepts such as: 

●​ Liberty 
●​ Equality 
●​ Democracy 
●​ Nationalism 
●​ Self-government 

These ideas inspired criticism of colonial rule. 

2. Economic Critique of Colonialism 

Dadabhai Naoroji developed the Drain Theory, demonstrating how British policies transferred 
India's wealth to Britain. 

Similarly, R. C. Dutt exposed the economic consequences of colonial rule. 

3. Development of National Consciousness 

Intellectuals highlighted India's common history and cultural heritage. 

●​ Promoted a sense of unity among diverse communities. 
●​ Challenged colonial claims that India was not a nation. 

4. Role of the Press 

Newspapers and journals became powerful tools of nationalist propaganda. 

Prominent figures included: 

●​ Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
●​ Surendranath Banerjea 

The press helped spread political awareness throughout the country. 

5. Formation of Political Organizations 

Educated Indians established associations such as: 

●​ Indian Association 
●​ Poona Sarvajanik Sabha 



 
These organizations prepared the ground for the formation of the Indian National Congress in 
1885. 

6. Social and Religious Reform 

Reformers such as: 

●​ Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
●​ Swami Vivekananda 

encouraged social awakening and self-confidence among Indians. 

Conclusion 

Indian intellectuals played a pioneering role in the emergence of nationalism. Through education, 
journalism, economic criticism, social reform, and political organization, they created the 
ideological foundations of the Indian National Movement. 
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2. Can British Administrative Measures be Considered an Important Factor in the Rise of 
Nationalism in India? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

British administrative policies unintentionally contributed to the growth of Indian nationalism. 
While designed to strengthen colonial control, these measures created conditions that encouraged 
political unity and resistance to foreign rule. 

Administrative Measures and Their Impact 

1. Political Unification of India 

The British established: 

●​ Uniform administration 
●​ Common legal system 
●​ Centralized governance 



 
For the first time, large parts of India came under a single political authority. 

2. Modern Transport and Communication 

The development of: 

●​ Railways 
●​ Telegraph 
●​ Postal services 

helped people from different regions communicate and exchange ideas. 

3. English Education 

The introduction of English education created an educated middle class. 

●​ Exposed Indians to democratic and nationalist ideas. 
●​ Facilitated communication among educated Indians from different regions. 

4. Civil Services and Administrative Exclusion 

Although Indians were encouraged to compete for the Indian Civil Service, discrimination 
persisted. 

●​ Most high posts remained reserved for Europeans. 
●​ This generated dissatisfaction among educated Indians. 

5. Repressive Laws and Policies 

Measures such as: 

●​ Vernacular Press Act 
●​ Arms Act 

created resentment and strengthened anti-colonial sentiments. 

6. Ilbert Bill Controversy (1883) 

The opposition of Europeans to the Ilbert Bill Controversy exposed racial discrimination. 

●​ Indians realized the limitations of British liberalism. 
●​ Political awareness increased significantly. 

7. Partition of Bengal (1905) 

The partition of Partition of Bengal generated mass protests and strengthened nationalist 
sentiment throughout India. 



 
Evaluation 

While British policies were intended to consolidate colonial rule, they inadvertently encouraged 
national unity and political consciousness. Administrative integration and racial discrimination 
together stimulated nationalist opposition. 

Conclusion 

British administrative measures played a vital role in the rise of Indian nationalism. Political 
unification, modern communications, education, and discriminatory policies collectively 
contributed to the growth of a national movement against colonial rule. 
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3. Discuss the Views of Various Historians on the Phenomenon of Nationalism in India. (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

Indian nationalism has been interpreted differently by various schools of historiography. 
Nationalist, Marxist, Cambridge, Subaltern, and contemporary historians have offered diverse 
explanations for its origin, nature, and development. 

1. Nationalist Historians 

Important historians: 

●​ Tara Chand 
●​ R. C. Majumdar 

View 

●​ Nationalism emerged from India's historical and cultural unity. 
●​ The freedom struggle represented the aspirations of the Indian people. 
●​ The Indian National Congress became the principal vehicle of nationalism. 

2. Marxist Historians 



 
Important historians: 

●​ R. P. Dutt 
●​ A. R. Desai 

View 

●​ Nationalism arose due to colonial exploitation and capitalist development. 
●​ Class relations and economic factors were central. 
●​ The Indian bourgeoisie played a major role in nationalist politics. 

3. Bipan Chandra's Interpretation 

Bipan Chandra argued that: 

●​ Indian nationalism was fundamentally anti-imperialist. 
●​ The national movement united diverse social groups. 
●​ Congress was not merely a bourgeois organization but a broad national platform. 

4. Cambridge School 

Important scholars: 

●​ Anil Seal 
●​ John Gallagher 

View 

●​ Nationalism was largely a product of elite competition. 
●​ Local and regional politics shaped national politics. 
●​ Ideology played a limited role. 

Criticism 

This interpretation is criticized for underestimating anti-colonial consciousness and mass 
participation. 

5. Subaltern Historians 

Important scholars: 

●​ Ranajit Guha 
●​ Partha Chatterjee 

View 



 
●​ Nationalist history focuses excessively on elites. 
●​ Peasants, workers, and marginalized groups had independent political agency. 
●​ Nationalism involved multiple voices and experiences. 

6. C.A. Bayly and Rajat Ray 

C. A. Bayly 

●​ Emphasized communication networks and public sphere. 
●​ Highlighted historical continuities in Indian society. 

Rajat Kanta Ray 

●​ Stressed economic change and indigenous entrepreneurship. 
●​ Linked nationalism with emerging social and economic forces. 

Conclusion 

Historians have interpreted Indian nationalism from different perspectives. Nationalist historians 
emphasize unity and anti-colonial struggle; Marxists focus on economic and class factors; 
Cambridge historians highlight elite politics; Subaltern scholars stress popular participation; and 
contemporary historians seek a more balanced understanding. Together, these interpretations 
enrich our understanding of the complex phenomenon of Indian nationalism. 

1. What is Economic Nationalism? Discuss the Views of its Earliest Proponents. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Economic nationalism refers to the belief that a nation's economic development and prosperity 
should be protected and promoted through national control over resources, industries, trade, and 
finance. In colonial India, economic nationalism emerged as a critique of British economic 
policies and became an important foundation of the Indian National Movement. 

Meaning of Economic Nationalism 

Economic nationalism emphasizes: 

●​ National control over economic resources. 
●​ Protection of indigenous industries. 
●​ Reduction of foreign economic domination. 
●​ Promotion of self-reliance and economic development. 
●​ Opposition to exploitative colonial economic policies. 



 
In India, economic nationalism developed during the late nineteenth century as educated Indians 
began analyzing the economic impact of British rule. 

Earliest Proponents of Economic Nationalism 

1. Dadabhai Naoroji 

Dadabhai Naoroji is regarded as the pioneer of economic nationalism in India. 

Main Ideas 

●​ Developed the Drain Theory. 
●​ Argued that British rule continuously transferred India's wealth to Britain. 
●​ Explained India's poverty as a result of colonial exploitation. 
●​ Criticized expenditure on British officials and military establishments. 

His famous work: 

●​ Poverty and Un-British Rule in India 

2. M.G. Ranade 

Mahadev Govind Ranade emphasized: 

●​ Industrial development. 
●​ State support for industries. 
●​ Modernization of agriculture. 
●​ Economic self-strengthening. 

He believed that industrialization was essential for India's progress. 

3. R.C. Dutt 

R. C. Dutt examined: 

●​ Land revenue policies. 
●​ Agricultural distress. 
●​ Economic exploitation under colonial rule. 

His studies demonstrated how British policies weakened the Indian economy. 

Significance of Economic Nationalism 

●​ Provided a scientific critique of colonial rule. 
●​ Linked poverty with imperial exploitation. 
●​ Created economic awareness among Indians. 



 
●​ Strengthened demands for self-government. 

Conclusion 

Economic nationalism became one of the strongest intellectual foundations of Indian 
nationalism. Early thinkers such as Dadabhai Naoroji, Ranade, and R.C. Dutt exposed the 
exploitative nature of colonial rule and inspired later nationalist movements. 
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2. Who Were the Important Economic Nationalist Thinkers in India? What Did They 
Think About Colonialism? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Economic nationalism in India developed through the writings and activities of several 
nationalist thinkers who critically examined the economic consequences of British rule. Their 
analyses laid the intellectual basis for anti-colonial nationalism. 

Important Economic Nationalist Thinkers 

1. Dadabhai Naoroji 

Dadabhai Naoroji 

Views on Colonialism 

●​ Colonialism caused a continuous drain of India's wealth. 
●​ British administration benefited Britain rather than India. 
●​ Economic exploitation was responsible for Indian poverty. 

2. Mahadev Govind Ranade 

Mahadev Govind Ranade 

Views on Colonialism 

●​ Colonial policies discouraged industrial growth. 



 
●​ India required state-supported industrialization. 
●​ Economic backwardness resulted from colonial neglect. 

3. R.C. Dutt 

R. C. Dutt 

Views on Colonialism 

●​ Criticized excessive land revenue demands. 
●​ Highlighted recurring famines and agricultural distress. 
●​ Argued that British policies impoverished rural India. 

4. Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

Views on Colonialism 

●​ Criticized government expenditure policies. 
●​ Demanded greater Indian participation in administration. 
●​ Advocated economic reforms within constitutional limits. 

5. Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

Views on Colonialism 

●​ Viewed British rule as economically exploitative. 
●​ Supported Swadeshi and indigenous industries. 
●​ Linked political freedom with economic independence. 

Common Features of Their Critique 

These thinkers generally believed that: 

●​ Colonialism benefited Britain at India's expense. 
●​ India suffered from poverty due to foreign rule. 
●​ Indigenous industries were destroyed. 
●​ Agricultural policies were oppressive. 
●​ Economic development required self-government. 

Conclusion 



 
Economic nationalist thinkers transformed Indian nationalism by demonstrating that colonialism 
was not beneficial but exploitative. Their writings exposed the economic foundations of 
imperialism and strengthened the demand for national independence. 
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3. Discuss the Views of Early Nationalists in India on Drain of Wealth and Lack of 
Industries in India. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Early Indian nationalists carefully analyzed the economic consequences of British rule. Two 
major issues highlighted by them were the Drain of Wealth and the deindustrialization of 
India. Their critique became a central component of economic nationalism. 

Drain of Wealth Theory 

Meaning 

The Drain Theory explained how wealth produced in India was transferred to Britain without any 
adequate economic return. 

Dadabhai Naoroji's Contribution 

Dadabhai Naoroji argued that: 

●​ Salaries of British officials were paid from Indian revenues. 
●​ Profits earned by British companies were sent abroad. 
●​ Military and administrative expenses benefited Britain. 
●​ India lost resources without receiving equivalent returns. 

Sources of Drain 

According to Naoroji: 

1.​ Remittances by British officials. 
2.​ Profits of British businesses. 
3.​ Interest on public debt. 



 
4.​ Expenditure on British military establishments. 
5.​ Payments known as "Home Charges." 

Effects of Drain 

●​ Poverty. 
●​ Low investment. 
●​ Economic stagnation. 
●​ Underdevelopment. 

Views on Lack of Industries 

Deindustrialization 

Early nationalists argued that British policies led to the destruction of traditional industries. 

R.C. Dutt's Analysis 

R. C. Dutt pointed out: 

●​ Indian handicrafts declined due to competition from British manufactured goods. 
●​ Colonial trade policies favored British industries. 
●​ Artisans lost employment and income. 

Ranade's Views 

Mahadev Govind Ranade believed: 

●​ Industrialization was necessary for national progress. 
●​ Government support was needed for modern industries. 
●​ Economic development required protection of indigenous enterprise. 

Proposed Solutions by Early Nationalists 

●​ Promotion of Swadeshi industries. 
●​ Industrial development. 
●​ Reduction of economic drain. 
●​ Expansion of technical education. 
●​ Greater Indian control over administration and finance. 

Significance 

The critique of drain and deindustrialization: 

●​ Exposed the exploitative nature of colonial rule. 
●​ Created national economic consciousness. 



 
●​ Strengthened the demand for self-government. 
●​ Influenced later nationalist strategies such as the Swadeshi Movement. 

Conclusion 

Early nationalists demonstrated that British colonialism was responsible for India's poverty and 
industrial backwardness. Through the Drain Theory and critiques of deindustrialization, they 
provided a powerful economic justification for the struggle against colonial rule and laid the 
foundation of modern Indian economic nationalism. 

1. Discuss the Main Forms of Cultural Resistance Developed by Early Indian Intellectuals 
Against Colonial Cultural Hegemony. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

During the nineteenth century, British colonial rule was accompanied by cultural hegemony, 
whereby colonial rulers claimed the superiority of Western civilization and portrayed Indian 
culture as backward. Early Indian intellectuals responded by developing various forms of 
cultural resistance aimed at defending Indian traditions, restoring self-respect, and challenging 
colonial stereotypes. This cultural awakening became an important precursor to Indian 
nationalism. 

Forms of Cultural Resistance 

1. Revival of India's Glorious Past 

Indian intellectuals emphasized India's ancient achievements in: 

●​ Philosophy 
●​ Literature 
●​ Science 
●​ Mathematics 
●​ Religion 

Thinkers such as Swami Vivekananda highlighted the spiritual richness of Indian civilization and 
challenged Western claims of superiority. 

2. Social and Religious Reform Movements 

Organizations such as: 

●​ Brahmo Samaj 
●​ Arya Samaj 
●​ Ramakrishna Mission 



 
attempted to reform Indian society while preserving its cultural identity. 

3. Development of National Literature 

Writers used literature to foster cultural pride and national consciousness. 

Notable figures included: 

●​ Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 
●​ Rabindranath Tagore 

The song Vande Mataram became a powerful symbol of nationalism. 

4. Promotion of Indigenous Languages 

Intellectuals encouraged the use of vernacular languages. 

●​ Newspapers and journals were published in regional languages. 
●​ Cultural awareness spread beyond the educated elite. 

5. Educational Initiatives 

Nationalists established institutions that promoted Indian values alongside modern education. 

Examples include: 

●​ Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College 
●​ National Council of Education 

6. Reinterpretation of History 

Indian scholars challenged colonial histories that portrayed India as weak and stagnant. 

They highlighted: 

●​ Ancient achievements. 
●​ Political traditions. 
●​ Cultural unity. 

Significance 

●​ Restored self-confidence among Indians. 
●​ Challenged colonial cultural domination. 
●​ Prepared the ideological foundations of nationalism. 

Conclusion 



 
Early Indian intellectuals resisted colonial cultural hegemony through religious reform, literature, 
education, historical reinterpretation, and cultural revival. Their efforts helped create a sense of 
national pride and contributed significantly to the growth of Indian nationalism. 
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2. In What Ways Was the Early Cultural-Ideological Resistance Related to Nationalism? 
(25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The early cultural-ideological resistance against colonial rule was closely linked with the 
emergence of Indian nationalism. Before political nationalism became widespread, intellectuals 
and reformers challenged colonial claims of cultural superiority and fostered a sense of collective 
identity among Indians. 

Relationship between Cultural Resistance and Nationalism 

1. Creation of National Self-Respect 

Colonial ideology portrayed Indian society as inferior. 

Indian thinkers responded by emphasizing: 

●​ Cultural achievements. 
●​ Historical traditions. 
●​ Spiritual heritage. 

This restored confidence and encouraged national pride. 

2. Development of Collective Identity 

Nationalism requires a sense of common identity. 

Cultural movements helped create: 

●​ Shared historical memories. 
●​ Common symbols. 



 
●​ Cultural unity across regions. 

3. Revival of Historical Consciousness 

Intellectuals highlighted: 

●​ Ancient Indian civilization. 
●​ Contributions in science and philosophy. 
●​ Political and cultural achievements. 

This strengthened the belief that India was a nation deserving self-rule. 

4. Role of Literature and Press 

Writers and journalists spread nationalist ideas through: 

●​ Newspapers. 
●​ Novels. 
●​ Poetry. 
●​ Political essays. 

Bankim Chandra's Anandamath and Vande Mataram became symbols of patriotic sentiment. 

5. Social Reform and National Regeneration 

Reformers argued that social reform was essential for national progress. 

Figures such as: 

●​ Raja Ram Mohan Roy 
●​ Swami Vivekananda 

linked social uplift with national regeneration. 

6. Basis for Political Nationalism 

The cultural awakening created the intellectual environment in which political organizations such 
as the Indian National Congress later emerged. 

Evaluation 

Cultural resistance did not directly challenge British political authority in its early stages, but it 
created the psychological and ideological conditions necessary for nationalist politics. 

Conclusion 



 
Early cultural-ideological resistance was an essential stage in the development of Indian 
nationalism. By fostering self-respect, cultural pride, and collective identity, it laid the 
foundation for organized political struggles against colonial rule. 
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3. What Were the Limitations of Cultural-Ideological Resistance in a Colonial Situation? 
(25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Although cultural-ideological resistance played a significant role in awakening national 
consciousness, it also had several limitations. Its impact was restricted by social conditions, 
colonial realities, and the nature of the movements themselves. 

Major Limitations 

1. Limited Social Base 

Most early intellectuals belonged to the educated middle classes. 

●​ Peasants and workers had limited participation. 
●​ National consciousness remained confined largely to urban elites. 

2. Excessive Glorification of the Past 

Some movements idealized ancient India. 

●​ Social inequalities were often ignored. 
●​ Problems such as caste discrimination received inadequate attention. 

3. Religious Bias 

Many revivalist movements focused primarily on specific religious traditions. 

For example: 

●​ Arya Samaj emphasized Vedic traditions. 



 
This sometimes alienated other communities and limited broader national unity. 

4. Lack of Direct Political Challenge 

Cultural resistance concentrated on: 

●​ Religion 
●​ Education 
●​ Literature 
●​ Social reform 

It did not initially provide a direct political programme against colonial rule. 

5. Dependence on Colonial Institutions 

Many intellectuals used: 

●​ English education. 
●​ Colonial legal structures. 
●​ Western political ideas. 

Thus, resistance often developed within the framework created by colonialism itself. 

6. Regional Limitations 

Many movements were concentrated in specific regions and communities. 

●​ Their influence did not immediately extend throughout India. 

7. Failure to Address Economic Exploitation Fully 

Early cultural movements focused primarily on identity and culture. 

●​ Economic issues such as poverty and colonial exploitation received less attention 
initially. 

Historical Significance Despite Limitations 

Despite these weaknesses: 

●​ Cultural resistance restored national self-confidence. 
●​ It challenged colonial stereotypes. 
●​ It provided ideological foundations for later political nationalism. 

Conclusion 



 
Cultural-ideological resistance was an important stage in India's anti-colonial struggle, but it had 
limitations arising from its elite character, religious orientation, and lack of direct political 
engagement. Nevertheless, it played a crucial role in preparing the ground for the growth of 
modern Indian nationalism and the mass political movements that followed. 

1. What Were the Factors Which Led to the Rise of the Swadeshi Movement? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Swadeshi Movement (1905–1908) was one of the most significant phases of the Indian 
National Movement. It began as a protest against the Partition of Bengal in 1905 and soon 
developed into a broader movement advocating the use of indigenous goods, boycott of foreign 
products, national education, and self-reliance. 

Factors Leading to the Rise of the Swadeshi Movement 

1. Partition of Bengal (1905) 

The immediate cause of the movement was the partition of Bengal by Lord Curzon on 16 
October 1905. 

●​ Bengal was divided into Eastern Bengal and Assam and Western Bengal. 
●​ The government claimed it was for administrative convenience. 
●​ Nationalists viewed it as an attempt to divide Hindus and Muslims and weaken 

nationalism. 

2. Growth of National Consciousness 

By the beginning of the twentieth century: 

●​ Western education had spread political awareness. 
●​ The press had created public opinion. 
●​ Nationalist ideas were gaining popularity. 

3. Economic Nationalism 

Economic thinkers such as Dadabhai Naoroji and R. C. Dutt exposed the exploitative nature of 
colonial rule. 

●​ The Drain Theory highlighted economic exploitation. 
●​ Demand for indigenous industries increased. 

4. Dissatisfaction with Moderate Politics 

Many young nationalists believed that constitutional methods had failed. 



 
Leaders such as: 

●​ Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
●​ Bipin Chandra Pal 
●​ Lala Lajpat Rai 

advocated more assertive methods. 

5. Cultural Awakening 

Literature, newspapers, and nationalist songs inspired patriotism. 

The song Vande Mataram became a symbol of resistance. 

6. International Influences 

Events such as the victory of Japan over Russia in the Russo-Japanese War inspired Indians and 
demonstrated that an Asian nation could defeat a European power. 

Conclusion 

The Swadeshi Movement emerged due to the Partition of Bengal, growing nationalism, 
economic grievances, cultural awakening, and dissatisfaction with moderate politics. It marked 
the beginning of mass political mobilization in modern India. 
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2. Describe the Variety of Protest Activities Undertaken During the Course of the Swadeshi 
Movement. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Swadeshi Movement adopted a wide range of protest methods to oppose British policies and 
promote national self-reliance. These activities involved students, women, workers, 
professionals, and political leaders, making it one of the earliest mass movements in India. 

Major Protest Activities 



 
1. Boycott of Foreign Goods 

The most important form of protest was the boycott of British goods. 

●​ Foreign cloth was publicly burnt. 
●​ Shops selling imported goods were picketed. 
●​ People were encouraged to purchase Indian products. 

2. Promotion of Swadeshi Goods 

Nationalists encouraged: 

●​ Indigenous industries. 
●​ Indian-made textiles. 
●​ Local enterprises. 

The objective was economic self-reliance. 

3. Public Meetings and Demonstrations 

Large meetings and rallies were organized throughout Bengal and other regions. 

●​ Protest resolutions were passed. 
●​ Nationalist speeches inspired public participation. 

4. National Education Movement 

Students and teachers boycotted government educational institutions. 

Important institutions included: 

●​ National Council of Education 
●​ Bengal National College 

National education aimed to promote patriotic values. 

5. Use of Songs, Literature, and Cultural Programmes 

Nationalist literature and songs played an important role. 

●​ Vande Mataram became the movement's anthem. 
●​ Plays, poems, and cultural events spread nationalist ideas. 

6. Participation of Students 

Students: 



 
●​ Organized demonstrations. 
●​ Distributed pamphlets. 
●​ Boycotted educational institutions. 

7. Women's Participation 

Women actively participated by: 

●​ Promoting Swadeshi goods. 
●​ Attending meetings. 
●​ Encouraging indigenous production. 

8. Passive Resistance 

Leaders such as Aurobindo Ghosh advocated passive resistance. 

Methods included: 

●​ Boycott. 
●​ Non-cooperation. 
●​ Refusal to support colonial institutions. 

9. Revolutionary Activities 

A section of youth adopted revolutionary methods. 

Secret organizations emerged in Bengal and Maharashtra to challenge colonial rule. 

Significance 

●​ Expanded mass participation. 
●​ Linked economic and political nationalism. 
●​ Strengthened anti-colonial consciousness. 

Conclusion 

The Swadeshi Movement employed diverse forms of protest ranging from economic boycott and 
national education to public demonstrations and cultural mobilization. These activities 
transformed Indian nationalism into a broader mass movement. 

References 

●​ IGNOU, MHI-109, Block 13. 
●​ Sumit Sarkar, The Swadeshi Movement in Bengal. 
●​ Bipan Chandra, India's Struggle for Independence. 
●​ Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, From Plassey to Partition. 



 
 

3. Discuss the Reasons for the Decline of the Swadeshi Movement. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Although the Swadeshi Movement generated widespread enthusiasm and marked a new phase in 
Indian nationalism, it gradually declined after 1908. Several political, organizational, and 
administrative factors contributed to its weakening. 

Reasons for the Decline 

1. Government Repression 

The British government adopted severe measures to suppress the movement. 

●​ Arrest of leaders. 
●​ Banning of meetings. 
●​ Censorship of newspapers. 
●​ Police action against activists. 

Many nationalist leaders were imprisoned or deported. 

2. Surat Split (1907) 

The division within the Indian National Congress weakened the movement. 

The split occurred between: 

●​ Moderates 
●​ Extremists 

This reduced organizational unity. 

3. Arrest of Nationalist Leaders 

Important leaders faced repression. 

For example: 

●​ Bal Gangadhar Tilak was arrested and imprisoned in 1908. 

The movement lost strong leadership. 

4. Limited Social Base 



 
Although participation increased, the movement remained concentrated among: 

●​ Students 
●​ Educated middle classes 
●​ Urban populations 

Peasant and worker participation remained limited in many regions. 

5. Organizational Weaknesses 

●​ Lack of central coordination. 
●​ Absence of a long-term programme. 
●​ Difficulty sustaining mass enthusiasm. 

6. Economic Difficulties 

Swadeshi goods were often: 

●​ More expensive. 
●​ Less available than imported goods. 

This limited widespread adoption. 

7. Rise of Revolutionary Activities 

Some sections shifted toward revolutionary terrorism. 

This diverted attention from mass mobilization and allowed the government to justify repression. 

8. Annulment of Bengal Partition (1911) 

The British government annulled the Partition of Bengal. 

While this was a nationalist victory, it also removed the issue that had originally united the 
movement. 

Historical Significance Despite Decline 

Despite its decline, the movement: 

●​ Popularized the idea of boycott. 
●​ Promoted indigenous industries. 
●​ Encouraged national education. 
●​ Prepared the ground for later Gandhian mass movements. 

Conclusion 



 
The Swadeshi Movement declined because of government repression, internal divisions, 
leadership crises, and organizational weaknesses. Nevertheless, it left a lasting legacy by 
strengthening Indian nationalism and introducing new methods of political mobilization that 
influenced future phases of the freedom struggle. 

1. Discuss the Impact of the First World War on India. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The First World War (1914–1918) had far-reaching political, economic, and social 
consequences for India. Although India was not directly involved in the decision to enter the war, 
it contributed men, money, and resources to the British war effort. The war accelerated the 
growth of Indian nationalism and prepared the ground for mass political movements. 

Economic Impact 

1. Rise in Prices 

●​ Prices of essential commodities increased sharply. 
●​ Inflation caused hardship for ordinary people. 
●​ Workers and peasants suffered due to rising costs. 

2. Heavy Taxation 

●​ The British government increased taxes to finance the war. 
●​ Customs duties and income taxes were raised. 

3. Industrial Growth 

●​ Imports from Britain declined during the war. 
●​ Indian industries such as textiles, steel, and chemicals expanded. 
●​ Indian industrialists gained economic strength. 

Political Impact 

1. Growth of Nationalism 

●​ Indians expected political reforms in return for their support during the war. 
●​ When these expectations were not fulfilled, dissatisfaction increased. 

2. Rise of Home Rule Movement 

●​ Nationalist leaders demanded self-government. 
●​ The Home Rule Movement gained popularity. 



 
3. Montagu Declaration (1917) 

Montagu Declaration promised the gradual development of self-governing institutions in India. 

Social Impact 

1. Recruitment of Soldiers 

●​ More than one million Indians served in various war theatres. 
●​ Returning soldiers brought new political ideas and experiences. 

2. Hardships and Distress 

●​ Food shortages and rising prices affected the population. 
●​ Economic difficulties increased public discontent. 

Conclusion 

The First World War strengthened Indian nationalism by exposing the contradictions of British 
rule. Economic hardships, political expectations, and growing awareness contributed 
significantly to the emergence of mass anti-colonial movements after 1918. 
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2. Write a Note on the Home Rule Leagues. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Home Rule Movement was launched during the First World War to demand self-government 
for India within the British Empire. It marked a new phase in the national movement by 
spreading political awareness among wider sections of society. 

Establishment of Home Rule Leagues 

1. Tilak's Home Rule League (1916) 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak established the Home Rule League in April 1916. 

Areas of operation: 



 
●​ Maharashtra 
●​ Karnataka 
●​ Central Provinces 
●​ Berar 

2. Annie Besant's Home Rule League (1916) 

Annie Besant launched her league in September 1916. 

Areas of operation: 

●​ Madras 
●​ Bombay 
●​ Bengal 
●​ United Provinces and other regions 

Objectives 

●​ Attainment of Home Rule (self-government). 
●​ Political education of the masses. 
●​ Expansion of nationalist activities. 
●​ Strengthening national unity. 

Activities 

●​ Public meetings and lectures. 
●​ Distribution of pamphlets and literature. 
●​ Establishment of branches across India. 
●​ Mobilization of students and educated classes. 

Significance 

1. Revival of National Movement 

The movement revived nationalist politics after the decline of the Swadeshi Movement. 

2. Political Education 

It spread nationalist ideas among large sections of society. 

3. Unity among Nationalists 

It helped bring Moderates and Extremists closer together. 

4. Lucknow Pact (1916) 



 
The movement created an atmosphere that facilitated the Lucknow Pact between the Congress 
and the Muslim League. 

Decline 

●​ Government repression. 
●​ Release of Annie Besant after her internment. 
●​ Rise of Gandhian mass politics after 1919. 

Conclusion 

The Home Rule Leagues played a significant role in reviving Indian nationalism and preparing 
the ground for later mass movements under Gandhi. 
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3. What was the Rowlatt Act? Why was it Unpopular among the Nationalists? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Rowlatt Act of 1919 was one of the most controversial laws enacted by the British 
government in India. It extended wartime emergency measures into the post-war period and 
became a major cause of nationalist opposition. 

What was the Rowlatt Act? 

The Act was based on the recommendations of the Rowlatt Committee headed by Sidney 
Rowlatt. 

Main provisions: 

●​ Detention without trial. 
●​ Arrest without warrant. 
●​ Restrictions on freedom of expression. 
●​ Trial without jury in certain cases. 

Because of these provisions, it became known as the "Black Act." 



 
Reasons for Unpopularity 

1. Violation of Civil Liberties 

The Act curtailed basic rights and freedoms. 

2. Betrayal of Indian Expectations 

After supporting Britain during the First World War, Indians expected political reforms, not 
repressive laws. 

3. Arbitrary Powers 

The government could arrest and detain individuals without proper judicial procedures. 

4. Opposition by National Leaders 

Mahatma Gandhi strongly opposed the Act and launched a nationwide Satyagraha. 

5. Public Protests 

The Act triggered widespread demonstrations, strikes, and hartals across India. 

Consequences 

●​ Strengthened anti-British sentiment. 
●​ Led to the Rowlatt Satyagraha. 
●​ Created the atmosphere that culminated in the Jallianwala Bagh tragedy. 

Conclusion 

The Rowlatt Act symbolized the repressive nature of British rule and united Indians against 
colonial authority. Its passage marked a turning point in the nationalist movement. 
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4. Write a Note on the Events Related to the Jallianwala Bagh. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 



 
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre was one of the most tragic events in the history of British India. 
It occurred on 13 April 1919 at Jallianwala Bagh and became a symbol of colonial repression. 

Background 

1. Opposition to the Rowlatt Act 

The Rowlatt Act generated widespread protests throughout India. 

2. Arrest of Local Leaders 

In Amritsar, nationalist leaders: 

●​ Saifuddin Kitchlew 
●​ Satya Pal 

were arrested and removed from the city. 

3. Public Anger 

The arrests led to demonstrations and unrest in Punjab. 

The Massacre 

13 April 1919 

●​ Thousands of people gathered at Jallianwala Bagh. 
●​ Many were attending a public meeting, while others had come for the Baisakhi festival. 

Reginald Dyer entered the ground with troops. 

●​ Without warning, he ordered his soldiers to fire on the unarmed crowd. 
●​ The firing continued for about ten minutes. 
●​ The only exits were blocked, making escape difficult. 

Casualties 

●​ Official British figures reported around 379 deaths. 
●​ Indian estimates placed the number much higher. 
●​ Hundreds were injured. 

Aftermath 

1. Nationwide Shock 

The massacre generated outrage across India. 



 
2. Rabindranath Tagore's Protest 

Rabindranath Tagore renounced his knighthood in protest. 

3. Loss of Faith in British Justice 

Many Indians concluded that constitutional methods alone would not secure justice. 

4. Growth of Nationalism 

The event became a turning point in the freedom struggle and strengthened support for Gandhi's 
leadership. 

Conclusion 

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre exposed the brutal character of colonial rule and intensified the 
Indian struggle for independence. It remains one of the most significant events in the history of 
Indian nationalism. 

1. What was the Significance of the South African Experience in the Formulation of 
Gandhi's Political Philosophy? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Mahatma Gandhi spent nearly twenty-one years (1893–1914) in South Africa. His experiences 
there played a decisive role in shaping his political philosophy and methods of struggle. The 
ideas and techniques that later became central to the Indian National Movement were first 
developed and tested in South Africa. 

Gandhi's Experiences in South Africa 

1. Experience of Racial Discrimination 

●​ Gandhi personally faced racial humiliation. 
●​ He was thrown out of a train at Pietermaritzburg despite holding a valid ticket. 
●​ Such incidents convinced him of the injustice of racial and colonial domination. 

2. Development of Satyagraha 

The most important contribution of the South African period was the formulation of Satyagraha. 

Main principles: 

●​ Truth (Satya) 
●​ Non-violence (Ahimsa) 



 
●​ Self-suffering 
●​ Moral persuasion 

Gandhi believed that injustice could be resisted without violence. 

3. Experimentation with Mass Politics 

●​ Gandhi organized Indians against discriminatory laws. 
●​ Merchants, workers, and professionals participated in campaigns. 
●​ He learned methods of mass mobilization and leadership. 

4. Importance of Non-Violence 

The South African struggle convinced Gandhi that non-violent resistance was more effective and 
morally superior than violent rebellion. 

5. Concept of Civil Disobedience 

Gandhi developed techniques such as: 

●​ Peaceful protest 
●​ Non-cooperation 
●​ Civil disobedience 
●​ Voluntary suffering 

6. Community Living and Self-Discipline 

Gandhi established settlements such as: 

●​ Phoenix Settlement 
●​ Tolstoy Farm 

These experiments promoted simplicity, self-reliance, and moral discipline. 

Significance for India 

The methods developed in South Africa became the foundation of later movements in India: 

●​ Champaran Satyagraha (1917) 
●​ Kheda Satyagraha (1918) 
●​ Non-Cooperation Movement (1920) 
●​ Civil Disobedience Movement (1930) 

Conclusion 



 
South Africa served as Gandhi's political laboratory. It was there that he developed Satyagraha, 
non-violence, civil disobedience, and techniques of mass mobilization that later transformed the 
Indian freedom struggle. 
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2. Discuss the Differences in the Social and Political Conditions in Champaran, Kheda and 
Ahmedabad. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The movements in Champaran (1917), Kheda (1918), and Ahmedabad (1918) were Gandhi's 
first major political interventions in India. Although all three involved Satyagraha, they arose 
under different social and economic conditions. 

Champaran Satyagraha (1917) 

Location 

Champaran 

Main Problem 

●​ Indigo cultivators were forced to grow indigo under the Tinkathia System. 
●​ European planters exploited peasants. 

Social Conditions 

●​ Predominantly poor peasants. 
●​ Severe economic exploitation. 
●​ Lack of political awareness. 

Political Objective 

●​ End forced indigo cultivation. 
●​ Improve conditions of peasants. 

Outcome 



 
●​ Government appointed an inquiry committee. 
●​ Tinkathia system was abolished. 

 

Kheda Satyagraha (1918) 

Location 

Kheda 

Main Problem 

●​ Crop failure due to natural calamities. 
●​ Government refused to suspend land revenue collection. 

Social Conditions 

●​ Mainly peasant proprietors. 
●​ Better organized than Champaran peasants. 

Political Objective 

●​ Remission of land revenue. 
●​ Recognition of peasant grievances. 

Outcome 

●​ Government relaxed revenue collection. 
●​ Peasants gained confidence in collective action. 

 

Ahmedabad Mill Workers' Strike (1918) 

Location 

Ahmedabad 

Main Problem 

●​ Dispute between mill owners and workers over wages. 
●​ Workers demanded higher wages. 

Social Conditions 



 
●​ Industrial labour force. 
●​ Urban working-class movement. 

Political Objective 

●​ Increase in wages. 
●​ Protection of workers' rights. 

Outcome 

●​ Gandhi used fasting as a moral weapon. 
●​ Workers received wage increases. 

 

Comparative Analysis 

Champaran Kheda Ahmedabad 

Peasant movement Peasant movement Labour movement 

Indigo cultivation issue Land revenue issue Wage dispute 

European planters involved Colonial administration 
involved 

Indian mill owners involved 

Rural Bihar Rural Gujarat Urban Gujarat 

Poor tenants Peasant proprietors Industrial workers 

Conclusion 

Although all three movements employed Gandhian methods, they addressed different social 
groups and economic issues. Together they established Gandhi's reputation as a mass leader and 
demonstrated the effectiveness of Satyagraha. 
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3. Discuss the Various Views on the Significance of Gandhian Movements Before the 
Non-Cooperation Movement. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Champaran, Kheda, and Ahmedabad movements marked Gandhi's entry into Indian politics. 
Historians have offered different interpretations regarding their significance and impact on the 
future course of the nationalist movement. 

Nationalist Interpretation 

Historians such as Bipan Chandra argue that these movements: 

●​ Introduced new methods of political struggle. 
●​ Demonstrated the effectiveness of Satyagraha. 
●​ Brought ordinary people into politics. 
●​ Prepared the ground for mass nationalism. 

According to this view, Gandhi transformed the character of the freedom struggle. 

Gandhian Interpretation 

Gandhian scholars emphasize: 

●​ Moral politics. 
●​ Non-violence. 
●​ Truth and self-sacrifice. 

The movements demonstrated the power of ethical resistance against injustice. 

Marxist Interpretation 

Historians such as A. R. Desai argue that: 

●​ The movements reflected class conflicts. 
●​ Peasant and worker grievances were central. 
●​ Gandhi controlled and moderated radical tendencies. 



 
According to Marxists, these movements did not fundamentally challenge existing social 
structures. 

Subaltern Interpretation 

Historians such as Ranajit Guha emphasize: 

●​ The independent agency of peasants and workers. 
●​ Popular participation at the grassroots level. 
●​ Local initiatives beyond elite leadership. 

They argue that the movements cannot be understood solely through Gandhi's role. 

Historical Significance 

1. Testing Ground for Satyagraha 

These campaigns allowed Gandhi to refine techniques of: 

●​ Non-violence 
●​ Civil disobedience 
●​ Negotiation 

2. Expansion of Mass Politics 

Peasants and workers became active participants in political struggles. 

3. Emergence of Gandhi as National Leader 

The success of these movements established Gandhi's credibility throughout India. 

4. Preparation for Non-Cooperation 

The experiences gained during these struggles directly influenced the launch of the 
Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Conclusion 

The Gandhian movements before the Non-Cooperation Movement were highly significant in the 
evolution of Indian nationalism. Whether viewed from nationalist, Marxist, Gandhian, or 
Subaltern perspectives, they marked a turning point by introducing new methods of struggle, 
broadening participation, and establishing Gandhi's leadership in the national movement. 

1. Discuss the Nature of the Khilafat Movement and its Role in the Formation of the 
Non-Cooperation Movement. (25 Marks) 



 
Introduction 

The Khilafat Movement (1919–1924) was launched by Indian Muslims to protect the institution 
of the Caliph (Khalifa) of Turkey after the First World War. It became an important phase in the 
Indian National Movement because it brought Muslims and Hindus together in a common 
struggle against British rule and played a crucial role in the emergence of the Non-Cooperation 
Movement. 

Nature of the Khilafat Movement 

1. Religious and Political Movement 

●​ The movement aimed to protect the position of the Ottoman Sultan, who was regarded as 
the Caliph of the Muslim world. 

●​ Indian Muslims feared that the victorious Allied powers would dismember the Ottoman 
Empire. 

2. Anti-Imperialist Character 

●​ Although religious in origin, the movement soon acquired a strong anti-British character. 
●​ It reflected growing dissatisfaction with British policies. 

3. Mass Movement 

The movement mobilized: 

●​ Muslim religious leaders 
●​ Students 
●​ Traders 
●​ Peasants 
●​ Urban middle classes 

4. Leadership 

Important leaders included: 

●​ Maulana Mohammad Ali 
●​ Maulana Shaukat Ali 
●​ Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

Role in the Formation of the Non-Cooperation Movement 

1. Alliance between Congress and Khilafat Leaders 

Mahatma Gandhi supported the Khilafat cause. 



 
●​ Gandhi saw it as an opportunity to unite Hindus and Muslims. 
●​ Congress and Khilafat leaders jointly opposed British policies. 

2. Adoption of Non-Cooperation 

When British promises regarding Turkey were not fulfilled, Gandhi proposed Non-Cooperation 
as the method of struggle. 

3. Broadening the Social Base 

The Khilafat Movement brought large numbers of Muslims into the national movement. 

4. Promotion of Hindu-Muslim Unity 

The period witnessed unprecedented cooperation between Hindu and Muslim communities. 

Conclusion 

The Khilafat Movement transformed a religious issue into a broad anti-colonial struggle. Its 
alliance with Gandhi and the Congress played a decisive role in the launch of the 
Non-Cooperation Movement and temporarily strengthened Hindu-Muslim unity. 
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2. What was the Programme of the Non-Cooperation Movement? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–1922) was launched under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi in response to the Rowlatt Act, the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, and the Khilafat issue. It 
aimed at achieving Swaraj through peaceful and non-violent means. 

Objectives 

●​ Attainment of Swaraj (self-rule). 
●​ Protest against British repression. 
●​ Support for the Khilafat cause. 
●​ Promotion of national unity. 



 
Programme of the Movement 

A. Negative Programme (Boycott) 

1. Boycott of Government Educational Institutions 

●​ Students were encouraged to leave government schools and colleges. 
●​ National educational institutions were established. 

2. Boycott of Law Courts 

●​ Lawyers were asked to give up legal practice. 

Prominent lawyers included: 

●​ C. R. Das 
●​ Motilal Nehru 

3. Boycott of Legislative Councils 

●​ Refusal to participate in colonial legislative institutions. 

4. Boycott of Foreign Goods 

●​ Promotion of Swadeshi products. 
●​ Public burning of imported cloth. 

5. Renunciation of Titles 

●​ Indians were asked to surrender honorary titles awarded by the British. 

B. Positive Programme (Constructive Work) 

1. Promotion of Khadi 

●​ Encouragement of hand-spun and handwoven cloth. 

2. Development of Village Industries 

●​ Support for rural self-reliance. 

3. National Education 

●​ Establishment of indigenous educational institutions. 

4. Hindu-Muslim Unity 

●​ Strengthening communal harmony. 



 
5. Removal of Untouchability 

●​ Social reform became part of nationalist politics. 

Suspension of the Movement 

Following the Chauri Chaura Incident, Gandhi suspended the movement in February 1922. 

Conclusion 

The programme of the Non-Cooperation Movement combined boycott of colonial institutions 
with constructive national work. It marked the beginning of mass politics under Gandhi's 
leadership. 
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3. What Were the Major Achievements of the Non-Cooperation Movement? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Although the Non-Cooperation Movement was withdrawn in 1922 before achieving Swaraj, it 
had a profound impact on the Indian National Movement. It transformed the nature of Indian 
politics and prepared the ground for future struggles. 

Major Achievements 

1. Transformation into a Mass Movement 

For the first time, large numbers of: 

●​ Peasants 
●​ Workers 
●​ Students 
●​ Women 
●​ Traders 

participated in the national movement. 

2. Emergence of Gandhi as National Leader 



 
The movement established Gandhi as the undisputed leader of Indian nationalism. 

3. Growth of National Consciousness 

The movement spread nationalist ideas to villages and small towns. 

4. Strengthening of Hindu-Muslim Unity 

The alliance with the Khilafat Movement created a strong spirit of communal cooperation during 
the early phase. 

5. Boycott Successes 

●​ Foreign cloth imports declined. 
●​ National educational institutions expanded. 
●​ Many people surrendered titles and honours. 

6. Popularization of Swadeshi and Khadi 

Khadi became a symbol of nationalism and self-reliance. 

7. Weakening of British Legitimacy 

The movement challenged the moral authority of colonial rule. 

●​ Millions withdrew cooperation from government institutions. 
●​ British confidence in their control was shaken. 

8. Political Education of the Masses 

The movement taught ordinary Indians: 

●​ Political organization. 
●​ Discipline. 
●​ Collective action. 

9. Foundation for Future Movements 

The experiences gained during the movement helped shape: 

●​ Civil Disobedience Movement 
●​ Quit India Movement 

Limitations 

●​ Swaraj was not achieved. 
●​ The movement ended abruptly after Chauri Chaura. 



 
●​ Hindu-Muslim unity weakened after the decline of the Khilafat issue. 

Conclusion 

The Non-Cooperation Movement was a landmark in India's freedom struggle. Though it did not 
achieve immediate political independence, it transformed Indian nationalism into a mass 
movement, strengthened anti-colonial consciousness, and laid the foundations for future 
struggles against British rule. 

1. Discuss the Early Developments of Revolutionary Movement in India. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Alongside the moderate and Gandhian methods of struggle, a revolutionary nationalist 
movement emerged in India during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Revolutionary nationalists believed that British rule could not be overthrown through petitions 
and constitutional methods alone and therefore advocated armed struggle and revolutionary 
action. 

Background of Revolutionary Nationalism 

Several factors contributed to the rise of revolutionary activities: 

●​ Failure of moderate politics. 
●​ Repressive British policies. 
●​ Partition of Bengal (1905). 
●​ Influence of nationalist literature and cultural revival. 
●​ Inspiration from revolutionary movements in Europe and Russia. 

Early Revolutionary Centres 

1. Bengal 

Bengal became the principal centre of revolutionary activity. 

Organizations included: 

●​ Anushilan Samiti 
●​ Jugantar 

Important leaders: 

●​ Aurobindo Ghosh 
●​ Barindra Kumar Ghosh 



 
2. Maharashtra 

Revolutionary activities were influenced by: 

●​ Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

The Abhinav Bharat, founded by Vinayak Damodar Savarkar, became an important centre. 

3. Punjab and Abroad 

The revolutionary movement also spread to Punjab and among Indian expatriates. 

The Ghadar Party, founded in 1913 in North America, aimed to overthrow British rule through 
armed revolt. 

Methods Adopted 

●​ Political assassinations. 
●​ Bomb attacks. 
●​ Secret societies. 
●​ Collection of arms. 
●​ Revolutionary propaganda. 

Limitations 

●​ Limited mass support. 
●​ Strong government repression. 
●​ Organizational weaknesses. 

Significance 

●​ Inspired patriotism and sacrifice. 
●​ Demonstrated uncompromising opposition to colonial rule. 
●​ Influenced later revolutionary organizations. 

Conclusion 

The early revolutionary movement emerged as a response to colonial repression and 
dissatisfaction with moderate politics. Though it failed to achieve immediate success, it became 
an important component of India's struggle for independence. 
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2. What Were the Differences Between HRA and HSRA? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) and the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association (HSRA) were important revolutionary organizations of northern India. While HSRA 
emerged from HRA, there were significant differences in ideology, objectives, and methods. 

Formation 

HRA 

●​ Established in 1924. 
●​ Founded by: 

○​ Ram Prasad Bismil 
○​ Sachindra Nath Sanyal 
○​ Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee 

HSRA 

●​ Reorganized in 1928. 
●​ Led by: 

○​ Bhagat Singh 
○​ Chandrashekhar Azad 
○​ Sukhdev Thapar 

Differences Between HRA and HSRA 

HRA HSRA 

Founded in 1924 Reorganized in 1928 

Republican ideology Socialist republican ideology 

Focused mainly on ending British rule Focused on ending British rule and 
social-economic exploitation 



 
Less emphasis on socialism Strong emphasis on socialism 

Influenced by Irish revolutionaries Influenced by Marxist and socialist ideas 

Main objective was a federal republic Main objective was a socialist republic 

Ideological Shift 

The addition of the word "Socialist" reflected the influence of: 

●​ Russian Revolution 
●​ Marxist thought. 
●​ Anti-capitalist ideas. 

Bhagat Singh believed political freedom should be accompanied by social and economic justice. 

Significance 

The transition from HRA to HSRA marked: 

●​ Greater ideological sophistication. 
●​ Broader revolutionary goals. 
●​ Increased attention to workers and peasants. 

Conclusion 

While HRA focused primarily on political independence, HSRA expanded the revolutionary 
agenda to include social and economic transformation. The shift reflected the growing influence 
of socialist ideas among Indian revolutionaries. 
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3. Discuss the Ideology and Activities of the Revolutionaries During the Late 1920s and 
Early 1930s. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The late 1920s and early 1930s witnessed a new phase of revolutionary nationalism led by young 
revolutionaries such as Bhagat Singh and Chandrashekhar Azad. Unlike earlier revolutionaries, 
they combined anti-imperialism with socialist ideas and sought to create a just social order. 

Ideology of the Revolutionaries 

1. Anti-Imperialism 

The primary objective was: 

●​ Complete overthrow of British colonial rule. 
●​ Establishment of an independent India. 

2. Socialism 

Leaders such as Bhagat Singh argued that political freedom alone was insufficient. 

They advocated: 

●​ Social equality. 
●​ Economic justice. 
●​ End of exploitation. 

3. Secularism 

The revolutionaries rejected communal politics. 

●​ Emphasized unity of all Indians. 
●​ Opposed religious divisions. 

4. Scientific and Rational Thinking 

Bhagat Singh encouraged: 

●​ Rationalism. 
●​ Critical thinking. 
●​ Modern scientific outlook. 

Major Activities 

1. Kakori Conspiracy (1925) 



 
Members of HRA looted a government train carrying treasury funds. 

Important participants: 

●​ Ram Prasad Bismil 
●​ Ashfaqulla Khan 

2. Saunders Assassination (1928) 

To avenge the death of Lala Lajpat Rai after a police lathi charge, revolutionaries killed British 
officer: 

●​ John Saunders 

3. Central Legislative Assembly Bombing (1929) 

Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt threw non-lethal bombs into the Assembly. 

Objective: 

●​ To publicize revolutionary ideas. 
●​ To "make the deaf hear." 

4. Revolutionary Propaganda 

Organizations distributed: 

●​ Pamphlets. 
●​ Manifestoes. 
●​ Political literature. 

5. Lahore Conspiracy Case 

The British government prosecuted revolutionaries involved in revolutionary activities. 

6. Martyrdom of Bhagat Singh 

On 23 March 1931: 

●​ Bhagat Singh 
●​ Sukhdev Thapar 
●​ Shivaram Rajguru 

were executed, becoming national heroes. 

Historical Significance 



 
●​ Inspired youth across India. 
●​ Popularized socialist ideas. 
●​ Strengthened anti-colonial nationalism. 
●​ Created a legacy of sacrifice and patriotism. 

Conclusion 

The revolutionaries of the late 1920s and early 1930s combined militant anti-imperialism with 
socialist and secular ideals. Though they could not overthrow British rule, their courage, 
ideology, and sacrifices left a lasting impact on the Indian freedom struggle. 

1. What was the Background to the Formation of Swaraj Party? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The suspension of the Non-Cooperation Movement after the Chauri Chaura incident created a 
crisis within the Indian nationalist movement. Differences emerged among Congress leaders 
regarding future strategy. This led to the formation of the Swaraj Party in 1923 under the 
leadership of C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru. 

Background to the Formation of Swaraj Party 

1. Withdrawal of the Non-Cooperation Movement 

●​ Gandhi suspended the movement in February 1922. 
●​ Many leaders and workers were disappointed. 
●​ Nationalist politics entered a period of uncertainty. 

2. Imprisonment of Gandhi 

●​ Gandhi was arrested in 1922. 
●​ The Congress lacked a clear direction in his absence. 

3. Debate within Congress 

Two groups emerged: 

No-Changers 

Supported: 

●​ Constructive work. 
●​ Khadi promotion. 
●​ Village uplift. 
●​ Social reform. 



 
Leaders included: 

●​ Rajendra Prasad 
●​ Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pro-Changers 

Favoured participation in legislative councils. 

Leaders included: 

●​ Chittaranjan Das 
●​ Motilal Nehru 

4. Gaya Congress Session (1922) 

●​ C.R. Das proposed council entry. 
●​ The proposal was rejected. 
●​ Das resigned from the Congress presidency. 

5. Formation of Swaraj Party 

In January 1923, C.R. Das and Motilal Nehru established the Swaraj Party. 

Its objective was: 

●​ Enter legislative councils. 
●​ Obstruct colonial administration from within. 

Conclusion 

The Swaraj Party emerged from strategic differences within the Congress after the withdrawal of 
the Non-Cooperation Movement. It sought to continue the struggle against British rule through 
constitutional and legislative means. 
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2. What was the Essence of Swarajism as a Political Idea? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 



 
Swarajism was the political philosophy of the Swaraj Party. It represented an alternative strategy 
within the nationalist movement during the 1920s. Swarajists believed that legislative institutions 
could be used as arenas of political struggle against colonial rule. 

Meaning of Swarajism 

The central idea of Swarajism was: 

●​ Participation in legislative councils. 
●​ Obstruction of colonial governance from within. 
●​ Exposure of the undemocratic nature of British rule. 

This strategy became known as "responsive cooperation" or "obstruction from within." 

Main Features of Swarajism 

1. Council Entry 

Swarajists contested elections to colonial legislatures. 

2. Obstructionist Policy 

Their aim was not cooperation but resistance. 

Methods included: 

●​ Rejecting government proposals. 
●​ Opposing budgets. 
●​ Exposing administrative failures. 

3. Continuation of Nationalist Struggle 

Swarajists regarded legislative work as another method of fighting colonialism. 

4. Constitutional Agitation 

They sought to: 

●​ Demand self-government. 
●​ Press for constitutional reforms. 
●​ Defend civil liberties. 

5. Preservation of Congress Unity 

The Swarajists remained within the Congress framework and accepted its overall objectives. 



 
Significance 

●​ Kept nationalist politics active during a difficult period. 
●​ Prevented political stagnation. 
●​ Maintained pressure on the colonial government. 

Conclusion 

Swarajism was a strategy of fighting colonial rule through legislative institutions. It combined 
constitutional methods with nationalist objectives and kept the freedom movement alive during 
the mid-1920s. 
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3. How did Swaraj Party Contribute to the Growth of the National Movement? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Swaraj Party played a significant role in sustaining the Indian National Movement during 
the period between the Non-Cooperation Movement and the Civil Disobedience Movement. 
Although it worked within colonial institutions, its activities strengthened the nationalist cause. 

Contributions of the Swaraj Party 

1. Revival of Political Activity 

After the suspension of Non-Cooperation, nationalist politics had slowed down. 

The Swaraj Party: 

●​ Revived political debate. 
●​ Kept nationalist issues alive. 

2. Electoral Success 

In the 1923 elections, Swarajists won many seats in legislative councils. 

This enabled them to: 



 
●​ Challenge government policies. 
●​ Represent nationalist opinion. 

3. Obstruction of Colonial Administration 

Swarajists: 

●​ Opposed government budgets. 
●​ Criticized repressive measures. 
●​ Exposed weaknesses in colonial governance. 

4. Defence of Civil Liberties 

They raised issues such as: 

●​ Freedom of speech. 
●​ Political rights. 
●​ Administrative accountability. 

5. Promotion of National Unity 

The party helped maintain Congress unity despite internal differences. 

6. Political Education 

Legislative debates educated the public about: 

●​ Colonial policies. 
●​ Constitutional issues. 
●​ Democratic procedures. 

7. Preparation for Future Movements 

The party preserved nationalist momentum until Gandhi launched new mass struggles. 

Limitations 

●​ Legislative powers remained limited. 
●​ British authorities retained ultimate control. 
●​ Internal divisions weakened effectiveness after the death of C.R. Das in 1925. 

Conclusion 

The Swaraj Party made an important contribution by keeping the nationalist movement active, 
exposing colonial rule, and preparing the ground for future mass movements. 
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4. What was the Essence of Gandhi's Constructive Programme? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Gandhi believed that political freedom could not be achieved solely through protests and 
agitations. He emphasized constructive work aimed at transforming Indian society. The 
Constructive Programme became an integral part of the national movement and complemented 
political struggles. 

Meaning of Constructive Programme 

The Constructive Programme aimed to: 

●​ Build self-reliant communities. 
●​ Promote social reform. 
●​ Strengthen national unity. 
●​ Prepare people for Swaraj. 

Major Components 

1. Promotion of Khadi 

●​ Encouragement of hand-spinning and hand-weaving. 
●​ Reduction of dependence on foreign cloth. 
●​ Creation of rural employment. 

2. Village Industries 

Gandhi promoted: 

●​ Cottage industries. 
●​ Rural crafts. 
●​ Local self-sufficiency. 

3. Removal of Untouchability 

Gandhi strongly opposed untouchability. 



 
He worked for: 

●​ Social equality. 
●​ Upliftment of marginalized communities. 
●​ Temple entry rights. 

4. Hindu-Muslim Unity 

He regarded communal harmony as essential for national freedom. 

5. National Education 

●​ Promotion of education rooted in Indian culture. 
●​ Emphasis on character-building and productive work. 

6. Women's Participation 

Gandhi encouraged women to participate actively in public life and the freedom struggle. 

7. Sanitation and Public Health 

He emphasized: 

●​ Cleanliness. 
●​ Hygiene. 
●​ Community welfare. 

8. Prohibition 

Gandhi advocated the prohibition of alcohol to improve social conditions. 

Significance 

Social Transformation 

The programme sought to reform society from within. 

Preparation for Swaraj 

It aimed to create responsible and self-reliant citizens. 

Mass Participation 

Millions of ordinary Indians became connected to the national movement through constructive 
work. 



 
Conclusion 

Gandhi's Constructive Programme was a comprehensive plan for social, economic, and moral 
regeneration. It complemented political struggles by building the foundations of a self-reliant and 
united nation, which Gandhi considered essential for achieving Swaraj. 

1. What Were the Factors Responsible for the Launch of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Civil Disobedience Movement was one of the most important phases of the Indian National 
Movement. Launched under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi in 1930, it aimed at achieving 
complete independence through non-violent mass struggle. Several political, economic, and 
constitutional factors contributed to its launch. 

Factors Responsible for the Launch 

1. Failure of Constitutional Reforms 

The constitutional reforms introduced by the British failed to satisfy Indian aspirations. 

●​ The Government of India Act had provided only limited self-government. 
●​ Indians demanded greater political power. 

2. Appointment of the Simon Commission (1927) 

The Simon Commission was appointed without any Indian member. 

●​ It was widely boycotted. 
●​ The slogan "Simon Go Back" became popular. 
●​ It intensified nationalist sentiment. 

3. Nehru Report and Constitutional Deadlock 

The Nehru Report proposed dominion status for India. 

●​ The British government ignored most nationalist demands. 
●​ Constitutional negotiations failed. 

4. Declaration of Poorna Swaraj 

At the Lahore Session of the Indian National Congress under the presidency of Jawaharlal 
Nehru: 



 
●​ Complete Independence (Poorna Swaraj) was declared the goal. 
●​ 26 January 1930 was celebrated as Independence Day. 

5. Economic Distress 

The impact of the Great Depression caused: 

●​ Falling agricultural prices. 
●​ Peasant distress. 
●​ Unemployment and hardship. 

6. Gandhi's Eleven Demands 

Gandhi submitted eleven demands to the Viceroy, including: 

●​ Reduction of land revenue. 
●​ Abolition of the salt tax. 
●​ Release of political prisoners. 

When these demands were rejected, Gandhi decided to launch a mass movement. 

7. Salt Tax Issue 

The salt tax affected every Indian, rich and poor alike. 

Gandhi chose it as the symbol of resistance against colonial exploitation. 

Conclusion 

The Civil Disobedience Movement emerged from growing dissatisfaction with British policies, 
constitutional failures, economic hardships, and the demand for complete independence. It 
marked a new stage in India's freedom struggle. 
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2. Describe the Various Activities Undertaken During the Course of the Movement. (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 



 
The Civil Disobedience Movement involved direct and open violation of colonial laws. It spread 
across India and witnessed the participation of peasants, workers, students, women, and urban 
middle classes. 

Major Activities 

1. Dandi March (Salt March) 

The movement began with the historic Dandi March. 

●​ Gandhi started from Sabarmati Ashram on 12 March 1930. 
●​ He reached Dandi on 6 April 1930. 
●​ By making salt from seawater, he violated the Salt Law. 

2. Violation of Salt Laws 

People throughout India: 

●​ Manufactured salt. 
●​ Sold illegal salt. 
●​ Defied government restrictions. 

3. Boycott of Foreign Goods 

Nationalists encouraged: 

●​ Boycott of imported cloth. 
●​ Use of khadi and Swadeshi products. 

4. Non-Payment of Taxes 

In several regions: 

●​ Peasants refused to pay land revenue. 
●​ Certain taxes were boycotted. 

5. Picketing of Shops 

Volunteers picketed: 

●​ Liquor shops. 
●​ Foreign cloth shops. 

6. Resignation from Government Services 

Some individuals resigned from: 



 
●​ Government employment. 
●​ Local administrative bodies. 

7. Participation of Women 

Women played an unprecedented role. 

Prominent participants included: 

●​ Sarojini Naidu 
●​ Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay 

8. Forest Law Violations 

In several regions, tribal communities and peasants violated forest regulations. 

9. Demonstrations and Public Meetings 

Large-scale protests, processions, and nationalist campaigns were organized throughout India. 

10. Dharasana Salt Satyagraha 

After Gandhi's arrest, volunteers continued the struggle at the Dharasana Salt Works, 
demonstrating remarkable non-violent resistance. 

Conclusion 

The Civil Disobedience Movement employed diverse forms of peaceful resistance. It expanded 
the scope of mass participation and challenged colonial authority on an unprecedented scale. 
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3. Analyse the Successes and Failures of the Civil Disobedience Movement. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Civil Disobedience Movement was a landmark in India's freedom struggle. Although it did 
not achieve immediate independence, it had significant political, social, and psychological 
consequences. 



 
Successes of the Movement 

1. Mass Participation 

The movement attracted: 

●​ Peasants 
●​ Workers 
●​ Women 
●​ Students 
●​ Traders 

It became one of the largest anti-colonial movements in India. 

2. Spread of Nationalism 

Nationalist ideas reached remote villages and towns. 

3. International Recognition 

The movement attracted worldwide attention. 

●​ Gandhi emerged as a global symbol of non-violent resistance. 
●​ India's struggle gained international sympathy. 

4. Women's Participation 

For the first time, women participated in large numbers, strengthening the social base of 
nationalism. 

5. Challenge to British Authority 

The movement weakened the moral legitimacy of colonial rule. 

6. Gandhi-Irwin Pact (1931) 

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact recognized the Congress as an important political force and led to 
Gandhi's participation in the Second Round Table Conference. 

7. Political Education 

Millions learned the methods of: 

●​ Non-violent resistance. 
●​ Civil disobedience. 
●​ Political organization. 



 
Failures and Limitations 

1. Independence Not Achieved 

The immediate objective of complete independence remained unfulfilled. 

2. Severe Government Repression 

The British government: 

●​ Arrested leaders. 
●​ Banned organizations. 
●​ Used police and military force. 

3. Limited Participation of Some Groups 

Certain sections, including many princes, landlords, and some minority groups, remained outside 
the movement. 

4. Failure of the Round Table Conferences 

The conferences did not satisfy nationalist demands. 

5. Withdrawal of the Movement 

The movement gradually lost momentum and was formally withdrawn in 1934. 

6. Communal Divisions 

Growing communal tensions weakened national unity during the period. 

Historical Significance 

Despite its limitations, the movement: 

●​ Demonstrated the power of mass non-violent struggle. 
●​ Strengthened anti-colonial nationalism. 
●​ Prepared the ground for the Quit India Movement. 

Conclusion 

The Civil Disobedience Movement did not secure immediate independence, but it transformed 
Indian politics by broadening mass participation, challenging colonial authority, and 
strengthening the demand for complete freedom. Its successes far outweighed its failures, 
making it a crucial milestone in the history of the Indian National Movement. 



 
1. How did the Indian Nationalists React to the Formation of the Simon Commission? (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

The Simon Commission was appointed by the British Government in November 1927 to review 
the working of the constitutional reforms introduced under the Government of India Act of 1919 
and to suggest further reforms. The Commission became highly controversial because it did not 
include a single Indian member. Its appointment provoked widespread nationalist opposition. 

Reasons for Opposition 

1. Absence of Indian Members 

●​ The Commission consisted entirely of British members under the chairmanship of John 
Simon. 

●​ Indians considered it an insult that constitutional reforms for India were to be discussed 
without Indian representation. 

2. Growing Nationalist Aspirations 

●​ By the 1920s, Indians were demanding self-government. 
●​ The exclusion of Indians reflected the colonial attitude of the British government. 

Nationalist Reaction 

1. Nationwide Boycott 

The Indian National Congress decided to boycott the Commission. 

●​ Demonstrations were organized across India. 
●​ Black flags were displayed. 
●​ Protesters shouted the slogan "Simon Go Back." 

2. Support from Other Organizations 

Several political groups joined the boycott, including: 

●​ Many factions of the Muslim League. 
●​ Liberal groups. 
●​ Student organizations. 

3. Lahore Demonstration 

A major protest occurred in Lahore under the leadership of Lala Lajpat Rai. 



 
●​ Police resorted to lathi-charge. 
●​ Lala Lajpat Rai was seriously injured. 
●​ He later died from his injuries, becoming a symbol of nationalist resistance. 

4. Demand for an Indian Constitution 

The boycott encouraged Indian leaders to prepare their own constitutional proposals, resulting in 
the Nehru Report. 

Significance 

●​ Demonstrated national unity against colonial policies. 
●​ Strengthened anti-British sentiment. 
●​ Prepared the ground for future mass movements. 

Conclusion 

The Simon Commission was met with unprecedented opposition because it ignored Indian 
aspirations. The nationwide boycott strengthened nationalism and contributed significantly to the 
subsequent demand for complete independence. 
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2. Discuss the Features of the Nehru Report. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Nehru Report was prepared by a committee headed by Motilal Nehru in 1928. It was the 
first major attempt by Indians to draft a constitutional framework for self-government. 

Background 

●​ The British government challenged Indians to produce a constitutional scheme acceptable 
to various political groups. 

●​ An All Parties Conference appointed the Nehru Committee to prepare the report. 

Main Features of the Nehru Report 



 
1. Dominion Status 

●​ India should be granted Dominion Status within the British Commonwealth. 
●​ It stopped short of demanding complete independence. 

2. Parliamentary Government 

●​ Recommended a parliamentary system on the British model. 
●​ Responsible government at the Centre and in the provinces. 

3. Federal Structure 

●​ Proposed a federal constitution. 
●​ Provinces would enjoy autonomy while remaining part of a strong central government. 

4. Fundamental Rights 

The report included: 

●​ Freedom of speech. 
●​ Freedom of religion. 
●​ Equality before law. 
●​ Protection of civil liberties. 

5. Joint Electorates 

●​ Recommended joint electorates instead of separate communal electorates. 
●​ Reserved seats for minorities where necessary. 

6. Universal Principles of Democracy 

●​ Emphasized representative institutions. 
●​ Supported adult franchise in a gradual manner. 

7. Independent Judiciary 

●​ Recommended an independent judicial system to safeguard constitutional rights. 

Criticism 

Muslim League Objections 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah opposed several provisions. 

●​ Feared inadequate safeguards for Muslims. 
●​ Later formulated the famous Fourteen Points. 



 
Radical Nationalist Criticism 

Leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose considered Dominion Status 
inadequate and preferred complete independence. 

Significance 

●​ First major Indian constitutional document. 
●​ Demonstrated Indian capacity for self-governance. 
●​ Influenced later constitutional developments. 

Conclusion 

The Nehru Report was a landmark in India's constitutional history. Although it failed to achieve 
complete consensus, it represented a significant step toward self-government and constitutional 
nationalism. 
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3. Discuss the Provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. Why did the Congress 
Criticise It? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Government of India Act 1935 was the most comprehensive constitutional reform 
introduced by the British in India. It was based on the recommendations of the Round Table 
Conferences and became the constitutional framework of British India until independence. 

Major Provisions 

1. Federal Structure 

●​ Proposed an All-India Federation consisting of: 
○​ British Indian provinces. 
○​ Princely states. 

●​ The federation never came into existence because many princely states refused to join. 

2. Provincial Autonomy 



 
●​ Dyarchy was abolished in provinces. 
●​ Elected ministries were made responsible to provincial legislatures. 
●​ Provinces received greater administrative powers. 

3. Dyarchy at the Centre 

●​ Dyarchy was introduced at the central level. 
●​ Important subjects remained under the control of the Governor-General. 

4. Expanded Franchise 

●​ The number of voters increased significantly. 
●​ However, universal adult franchise was not introduced. 

5. Bicameral Legislature 

●​ A bicameral federal legislature was proposed. 

6. Separate Electorates 

●​ Continued separate electorates for various communities. 
●​ Extended communal representation. 

7. Special Powers of Governors 

Governors retained: 

●​ Veto powers. 
●​ Emergency powers. 
●​ Authority to override elected ministries. 

8. Establishment of Federal Court 

The Act provided for the creation of a Federal Court to adjudicate constitutional disputes. 

Why Did Congress Criticise the Act? 

1. Lack of Full Responsible Government 

●​ Real power remained with the British authorities. 
●​ Governors and the Governor-General possessed extensive discretionary powers. 

2. No Independence 

●​ The Act did not grant Dominion Status or complete self-government. 



 
3. Continuation of Separate Electorates 

●​ Congress believed separate electorates promoted communal divisions. 

4. Excessive Safeguards 

●​ British officials retained control over defence, finance, and key administrative functions. 

5. Undemocratic Features 

●​ Franchise remained limited. 
●​ The federal scheme lacked genuine popular sovereignty. 

6. Strengthening of Colonial Control 

Congress argued that the Act was designed to preserve British supremacy rather than establish 
responsible government. 

Significance 

Despite criticism: 

●​ Provincial autonomy enabled Congress ministries to form governments in several 
provinces after the 1937 elections. 

●​ It provided valuable administrative experience to nationalist leaders. 

Conclusion 

The Government of India Act of 1935 was the most extensive constitutional reform introduced 
by the British, but it fell far short of nationalist demands. Congress criticized it because it 
retained colonial control while offering only limited autonomy. Nevertheless, it played an 
important role in the constitutional evolution of modern India. 

1. What Were the Various Trends Within the Nationalist Movement? Discuss the Reasons 
for the Failure of the Liberals. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

During the Indian National Movement, several political trends emerged with different 
approaches towards achieving self-government and independence. These included Moderates, 
Extremists, Liberals, Gandhians, Revolutionaries, Socialists, and Communists. Among these 
groups, the Liberals followed constitutional and gradual reformist methods but failed to gain 
mass support. 

Various Trends Within the Nationalist Movement 



 
1. Moderates 

●​ Believed in constitutional methods. 
●​ Used petitions, resolutions, and negotiations. 
●​ Leaders included Dadabhai Naoroji and Gopal Krishna Gokhale. 

2. Extremists 

●​ Advocated boycott, Swadeshi, and passive resistance. 
●​ Leaders included Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal, and Lala Lajpat Rai. 

3. Revolutionaries 

●​ Favoured armed struggle against colonial rule. 
●​ Active in Bengal, Maharashtra, and Punjab. 

4. Gandhians 

●​ Emphasized Satyagraha, non-violence, and mass participation. 
●​ Dominated nationalist politics after 1919. 

5. Liberals 

●​ Believed in cooperation with the British government. 
●​ Favoured gradual constitutional reforms. 
●​ Formed the Indian Liberal Federation in 1918. 

6. Socialists and Communists 

●​ Focused on workers, peasants, and social justice. 
●​ Criticized capitalism and imperialism. 

Reasons for the Failure of the Liberals 

1. Faith in British Goodwill 

Liberals believed reforms could be obtained through cooperation with the British, which many 
Indians considered unrealistic. 

2. Lack of Mass Support 

●​ Their activities were confined largely to educated elites. 
●​ They failed to mobilize peasants, workers, and youth. 

3. Rise of Gandhian Politics 



 
●​ Gandhi's mass movements attracted widespread support. 
●​ Liberal constitutional methods appeared ineffective. 

4. Association with Colonial Institutions 

Their willingness to participate in government councils made them appear too close to the 
colonial administration. 

5. Growth of Radical Nationalism 

The demand for complete independence overshadowed Liberal demands for gradual reform. 

Conclusion 

The nationalist movement contained diverse ideological trends. While the Liberals contributed to 
constitutional debates, their moderate approach failed to match the growing demand for mass 
action and complete independence. 
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2. Discuss the Ideas of and Relationship Between Socialists and Communists. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Socialist and Communist currents emerged within the Indian National Movement during the 
1920s and 1930s. Both opposed imperialism and economic exploitation, but they differed in 
ideology, strategy, and organizational methods. 

Ideas of the Socialists 

Main Beliefs 

●​ Democratic socialism. 
●​ Economic equality. 
●​ Land reforms. 
●​ Workers' and peasants' rights. 
●​ Opposition to imperialism. 

Important leaders: 



 
●​ Jayaprakash Narayan 
●​ Acharya Narendra Deva 
●​ Ram Manohar Lohia 

Congress Socialist Party 

The Congress Socialist Party was formed in 1934 and worked within the Congress. 

Ideas of the Communists 

Main Beliefs 

●​ Marxism-Leninism. 
●​ Class struggle. 
●​ Abolition of capitalism. 
●​ Establishment of a socialist state. 

The Communist Party of India was founded in 1925. 

Important leaders included: 

●​ M. N. Roy 
●​ S. A. Dange 

Relationship Between Socialists and Communists 

Similarities 

●​ Opposition to British imperialism. 
●​ Support for workers and peasants. 
●​ Advocacy of social and economic equality. 
●​ Criticism of capitalism. 

Differences 

Socialists Communists 

Favoured democratic socialism Favoured Marxist-Leninist revolution 

Worked largely within Congress Functioned as an independent party 



 
Emphasized democratic methods Emphasized class struggle and revolutionary 

transformation 

Less rigid ideologically More closely aligned with international 
communist ideology 

Cooperation 

●​ Both participated in labour and peasant movements. 
●​ Often worked together against colonial rule. 

Conflicts 

●​ Disagreements over strategy and relationship with Congress. 
●​ Different interpretations of revolutionary change. 

Conclusion 

Although Socialists and Communists shared anti-imperialist and pro-labour goals, they differed 
in ideology and methods. Their activities contributed significantly to the radicalization of Indian 
nationalism during the 1930s. 
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3. Write a Note on the Dandi March and Its Impact on the Nationalist Movement. (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

The Dandi March, also known as the Salt March, was one of the most significant events in the 
Indian freedom struggle. It marked the beginning of the Civil Disobedience Movement and 
demonstrated the power of non-violent resistance against colonial rule. 

Background 



 
●​ The British imposed a tax on salt, a basic necessity used by all Indians. 
●​ Gandhi selected the salt tax as a symbol of colonial exploitation. 
●​ After the government rejected his eleven demands, he launched a nationwide campaign. 

The March 

Beginning 

●​ On 12 March 1930, Gandhi started the march from Sabarmati Ashram. 
●​ He was accompanied by 78 volunteers. 

Route and Destination 

●​ The march covered about 240 miles (385 km). 
●​ It ended at Dandi on 6 April 1930. 

Violation of the Salt Law 

●​ Gandhi picked up a handful of salt from the seashore. 
●​ This symbolic act openly violated British law and launched the Civil Disobedience 

Movement. 

Impact on the Nationalist Movement 

1. Beginning of Civil Disobedience 

The Dandi March formally inaugurated the Civil Disobedience Movement across India. 

2. Mass Participation 

●​ Peasants, workers, students, women, and traders joined the movement. 
●​ Nationalism spread to rural areas on an unprecedented scale. 

3. Participation of Women 

Women such as Sarojini Naidu played an active role in protests and salt satyagrahas. 

4. International Attention 

●​ The march received extensive coverage in the world press. 
●​ Gandhi emerged as a global symbol of non-violent resistance. 

5. Challenge to Colonial Authority 

The movement weakened the moral legitimacy of British rule and demonstrated the power of 
peaceful mass action. 



 
6. Political Awakening 

Millions of Indians became actively involved in politics and nationalist activities. 

Limitations 

●​ Independence was not achieved immediately. 
●​ The movement faced severe repression and arrests. 

Conclusion 

The Dandi March was a turning point in the Indian National Movement. By transforming a 
simple issue like salt into a powerful symbol of resistance, Gandhi mobilized millions of Indians 
and strengthened the struggle for independence. It remains one of the most remarkable examples 
of non-violent mass protest in world history. 

1. Describe the Nature of the Princely States in British India. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The princely states were an important component of British India's political structure. At the time 
of independence, there were about 565 princely states of varying sizes and importance. These 
states were ruled by hereditary princes who acknowledged British supremacy while retaining 
limited internal autonomy. 

Meaning of Princely States 

Princely states were territories ruled by Indian princes under the paramountcy of the British 
Crown. 

●​ They were not directly governed by the British Government. 
●​ Their rulers entered into treaties and subsidiary alliances with the British. 
●​ The British exercised ultimate control over their external affairs and defence. 

Main Features of the Princely States 

1. British Paramountcy 

The rulers accepted the supremacy of the British government. 

●​ The British controlled foreign relations. 
●​ Defence and succession issues were often decided by the British. 
●​ Political Residents supervised state affairs. 



 
2. Autocratic Rule 

Most princely states were governed by absolute monarchs. 

●​ Power was concentrated in the hands of the ruler. 
●​ Representative institutions were either absent or very weak. 
●​ Civil liberties were limited. 

3. Administrative Diversity 

The states differed greatly in size and resources. 

Large states included: 

●​ Hyderabad 
●​ Mysore 
●​ Jammu and Kashmir 

Some states were very small and consisted of only a few villages. 

4. Economic Conditions 

●​ Agriculture was the main occupation. 
●​ Heavy taxation and feudal practices were common. 
●​ Industrial development was generally limited. 

5. Social Conditions 

●​ Social inequalities were widespread. 
●​ Feudal privileges were protected. 
●​ Education and political participation remained restricted in many states. 

6. Relationship with National Movement 

Initially, the Indian National Congress avoided direct involvement in princely states. However, 
by the 1930s and 1940s, nationalist leaders increasingly supported democratic movements within 
these states. 

Historical Assessment 

Historians point out that while a few states introduced progressive reforms, most princely states 
remained conservative and autocratic. Their political structures differed significantly from the 
growing democratic aspirations in British India. 

Conclusion 



 
The princely states formed a distinct political category within colonial India. Though they 
enjoyed limited autonomy under British paramountcy, most were characterized by autocratic 
rule, restricted civil liberties, and limited political participation. These conditions later gave rise 
to democratic movements demanding responsible government. 
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2. Discuss the Various Forms of Democratisation Movement Undertaken by People in the 
Princely States. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The people of the princely states increasingly demanded political rights, civil liberties, and 
responsible government during the twentieth century. Influenced by the national movement in 
British India, they launched various democratic struggles against autocratic rule. 

Causes of Democratisation Movements 

1. Autocratic Rule 

●​ Absence of representative institutions. 
●​ Concentration of power in the hands of rulers. 

2. Economic Exploitation 

●​ Heavy taxation. 
●​ Feudal land relations. 
●​ Poor economic conditions. 

3. Influence of Nationalism 

●​ Ideas of democracy and self-government spread from British India. 
●​ Congress movements inspired people in princely states. 

4. Growth of Education 

●​ Educated middle classes demanded political reforms and civil rights. 



 
Forms of Democratisation Movements 

1. Praja Mandal Movements 

The most important democratic organizations were the Praja Mandals. 

Objectives: 

●​ Responsible government. 
●​ Civil liberties. 
●​ Representative institutions. 

Praja Mandals emerged in many princely states and mobilized peasants, workers, and middle 
classes. 

2. Civil Liberties Campaigns 

People demanded: 

●​ Freedom of speech. 
●​ Freedom of assembly. 
●​ Freedom of the press. 

Public meetings and demonstrations were organized to secure these rights. 

3. Peasant Movements 

Many movements focused on agrarian grievances. 

Peasants protested against: 

●​ Excessive taxation. 
●​ Forced labour. 
●​ Feudal oppression. 

4. Workers' Movements 

Industrial workers in some states organized strikes and labour protests demanding better wages 
and working conditions. 

5. Popular Agitations 

Mass protests, processions, and petitions were used to challenge autocratic authority. 

Important examples include movements in: 

●​ Hyderabad 



 
●​ Travancore 
●​ Kashmir 
●​ Rajkot 

6. All India States People's Conference 

The All India States People's Conference was established in 1927. 

Its objectives included: 

●​ Coordinating democratic movements in princely states. 
●​ Securing responsible government. 
●​ Linking state movements with the national struggle. 

7. Cooperation with Congress 

During the 1930s and 1940s: 

●​ Congress increasingly supported people's struggles in princely states. 
●​ Nationalist leaders encouraged democratic reforms. 

Significance 

Political Awakening 

The movements spread democratic consciousness among the people. 

Challenge to Autocracy 

They weakened the legitimacy of princely absolutism. 

Integration with National Movement 

The struggles connected the people of princely states with the wider freedom movement. 

Preparation for Integration 

These movements helped facilitate the integration of princely states into independent India after 
1947. 

Conclusion 

The democratisation movements in the princely states took various forms, including Praja 
Mandal activities, civil liberties campaigns, peasant struggles, and mass agitations. These 
movements challenged autocratic rule, promoted democratic ideals, and contributed significantly 
to the broader Indian national movement. 



 
1. Discuss the Ways in Which the Congress Prepared for the Elections in 1937. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The elections of 1937 were held under the provisions of the Government of India Act 1935. 
These elections were a significant milestone in the Indian National Movement as they provided 
an opportunity for the Indian National Congress to test its popular support and influence 
provincial administration. 

Preparations Made by Congress 

1. Decision to Participate 

●​ Although Congress criticized the Government of India Act, 1935, it decided to contest 
the elections. 

●​ Leaders believed participation would help expose the limitations of colonial rule. 

2. Formation of Parliamentary Boards 

●​ Congress established Central and Provincial Parliamentary Boards. 
●​ These bodies selected candidates and coordinated election campaigns. 

3. Election Manifesto 

The Congress manifesto promised: 

●​ Civil liberties. 
●​ Reduction of land revenue. 
●​ Relief to peasants and workers. 
●​ Expansion of education. 
●​ Release of political prisoners. 

4. Mass Contact Campaign 

●​ Congress workers travelled extensively to villages and towns. 
●​ Public meetings and rallies were organized. 
●​ The party strengthened its grassroots organization. 

5. Mobilization of Volunteers 

●​ Congress volunteers conducted door-to-door campaigns. 
●​ Local committees were activated throughout the country. 

6. Emphasis on Nationalist Issues 

The campaign focused on: 



 
●​ Opposition to colonial rule. 
●​ Economic relief for the people. 
●​ Democratic rights and self-government. 

Conclusion 

The Congress prepared systematically through organization, mass mobilization, candidate 
selection, and a clear programme. These efforts enabled it to emerge as the most successful 
political party in the 1937 elections. 
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2. How Do You Perceive the Election Results in 1937? Was It a Success or Failure for the 
Congress? Give Reasons. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The provincial elections of 1937 were the first major elections conducted under the Government 
of India Act, 1935. They provided a test of political strength among various parties in British 
India. 

Election Results 

●​ Congress emerged as the largest political party. 
●​ It won clear majorities in several provinces. 
●​ Congress ministries were eventually formed in provinces such as: 

○​ Madras Presidency 
○​ United Provinces 
○​ Bihar 
○​ Central Provinces and Berar 
○​ Orissa 

Why It Was a Success for Congress 

1. Demonstration of Popular Support 

The results showed that Congress enjoyed widespread support among the Indian people. 



 
2. Electoral Dominance 

Congress secured a large number of seats and emerged as the principal nationalist organization. 

3. Weakening of Colonial Claims 

The results disproved British claims that Congress represented only a small section of Indians. 

4. Opportunity to Govern 

Congress gained valuable administrative experience by forming provincial governments. 

5. Strengthening of National Movement 

The electoral victory enhanced the prestige and legitimacy of Congress. 

Limitations 

1. Limited Success Among Muslims 

Congress performed poorly in many Muslim-reserved constituencies. 

2. Rise of the Muslim League 

Although weak in 1937, the All-India Muslim League later used the results to reorganize and 
expand its support. 

3. Restricted Powers 

Provincial governments operated under the supervision of Governors who retained extensive 
powers. 

Conclusion 

Overall, the 1937 elections were a major success for Congress. The party demonstrated its mass 
appeal, formed governments in several provinces, and gained administrative experience that later 
proved valuable in independent India. 
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3. Discuss the Achievements of the Congress Ministries. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Congress ministries governed several provinces between 1937 and 1939. Although their powers 
were limited by colonial constraints, they introduced important reforms and demonstrated the 
practical possibilities of nationalist governance. 

Major Achievements 

1. Expansion of Civil Liberties 

Congress governments: 

●​ Released many political prisoners. 
●​ Relaxed restrictions on the press. 
●​ Allowed greater freedom of speech and assembly. 

2. Agrarian Reforms 

Measures were introduced to: 

●​ Reduce land revenue burdens. 
●​ Protect tenants from exploitation. 
●​ Provide relief to peasants. 

3. Educational Reforms 

Congress ministries: 

●​ Expanded primary education. 
●​ Promoted literacy. 
●​ Encouraged national education initiatives. 

4. Labour Welfare Measures 

Several provinces enacted: 

●​ Labour protection laws. 
●​ Improvements in working conditions. 
●​ Support for workers' rights. 

5. Promotion of Local Self-Government 

Efforts were made to strengthen: 



 
●​ Municipal bodies. 
●​ Village panchayats. 
●​ Local democratic institutions. 

6. Social Reforms 

Congress governments promoted: 

●​ Removal of untouchability. 
●​ Welfare programmes for disadvantaged groups. 
●​ Public health measures. 

7. Demonstration of Administrative Capability 

The ministries showed that Indian leaders were capable of governing effectively. 

Limitations 

●​ Financial resources were limited. 
●​ Governors retained special powers. 
●​ Defence and foreign affairs remained under British control. 

Conclusion 

Despite constitutional limitations, the Congress ministries made significant contributions in civil 
liberties, education, agrarian reforms, and social welfare. Their performance strengthened public 
confidence in nationalist leadership. 
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4. What Do You Think Were the Problems in Running a Nationalist Government Under 
Colonial Dispensation? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Congress ministries of 1937–1939 faced the challenge of governing within a colonial 
constitutional framework. While they sought to implement nationalist policies, their authority 
was constrained by the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 



 
Major Problems 

1. Limited Constitutional Powers 

●​ Governors possessed special and discretionary powers. 
●​ They could override elected ministries in important matters. 

2. Financial Constraints 

●​ Provincial governments had limited revenue. 
●​ Resources were insufficient to meet public expectations. 

3. Colonial Bureaucracy 

●​ Senior administrative officials remained loyal to the British government. 
●​ Bureaucratic resistance often hindered reforms. 

4. Public Expectations 

People expected rapid improvements in: 

●​ Employment. 
●​ Agriculture. 
●​ Education. 
●​ Social welfare. 

The ministries often lacked the authority and resources to meet these expectations fully. 

5. Economic Difficulties 

●​ Rural poverty remained widespread. 
●​ Agrarian problems persisted. 
●​ Industrial development was limited. 

6. Political Opposition 

Congress ministries faced criticism from: 

●​ The Muslim League. 
●​ Conservative interests. 
●​ Colonial authorities. 

7. Contradiction Between Nationalism and Colonial Rule 

Congress leaders had to: 

●​ Administer provinces. 



 
●​ Simultaneously oppose colonial rule. 

This created an inherent political contradiction. 

8. Threat of Governor's Intervention 

At any time, Governors could use special powers to block policies considered contrary to 
imperial interests. 

Historical Significance 

Despite these difficulties: 

●​ Congress gained valuable administrative experience. 
●​ Nationalist leaders learned the practical challenges of governance. 
●​ The experience prepared India for responsible government after independence. 

Conclusion 

Running a nationalist government under colonial rule was a complex task. Constitutional 
limitations, financial difficulties, bureaucratic resistance, and political contradictions restricted 
the effectiveness of Congress ministries. Nevertheless, these governments demonstrated the 
administrative capabilities of Indian leaders and strengthened the demand for complete 
independence. 

1. Why Did the Congress Ministries in the Provinces Resign? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Congress ministries formed in several provinces after the 1937 elections under the 
Government of India Act, 1935. They functioned from 1937 to 1939. However, with the 
outbreak of the Second World War in September 1939, the Congress ministries resigned in 
protest against British policies. 

Reasons for the Resignation 

1. India's Involvement in the Second World War 

●​ On 3 September 1939, the British government declared India a participant in the war 
against Germany. 

●​ The decision was taken without consulting Indian leaders or provincial governments. 
●​ Congress considered this a violation of democratic principles. 

2. Demand for Self-Government 



 
●​ Congress argued that if India was expected to support the war effort, it should first be 

granted freedom or at least responsible government. 
●​ The British government refused to provide any clear assurance regarding independence. 

3. Rejection of Congress Demands 

Congress demanded: 

●​ A declaration of India's right to self-determination. 
●​ Formation of a national government. 

The British authorities rejected these demands. 

4. Protest Against Colonial Rule 

●​ Congress leaders believed that continuing in office would amount to supporting British 
imperialism. 

●​ Resignation was intended as a political protest. 

5. Ideological Opposition 

●​ Congress opposed fascism but also opposed colonial domination. 
●​ It refused to support the war without constitutional concessions. 

Consequences 

●​ Congress ministries resigned in October–November 1939. 
●​ Governors assumed direct control of provincial administration. 
●​ The All-India Muslim League celebrated the resignation as "Day of Deliverance" on 22 

December 1939. 
●​ Relations between Congress and the League deteriorated further. 

Conclusion 

The resignation of the Congress ministries was a protest against Britain's unilateral decision to 
involve India in the war and its refusal to recognize Indian demands for self-government. It 
marked a new phase in the nationalist struggle. 
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2. What Steps Did the British Colonial Government in India Take to Counter the 
Nationalist Demands? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

As the nationalist movement gained strength during the Second World War, the British 
government adopted various political and administrative measures to contain nationalist demands 
while securing Indian support for the war effort. 

Steps Taken by the British Government 

1. Repressive Measures 

The government: 

●​ Arrested nationalist leaders. 
●​ Restricted public meetings. 
●​ Imposed censorship on newspapers. 
●​ Suppressed political activities. 

2. August Offer (1940) 

The August Offer promised: 

●​ Expansion of the Viceroy's Executive Council. 
●​ Greater Indian participation in governance. 
●​ Future constitutional reforms. 

However, it fell short of Congress demands for self-government. 

3. Encouragement of Communal Politics 

The British continued policies that emphasized communal representation and separate 
electorates. 

●​ This weakened nationalist unity. 
●​ It increased divisions among political groups. 

4. Cripps Mission (1942) 

The Cripps Mission was sent under the leadership of Stafford Cripps. 

Proposals included: 

●​ Dominion status after the war. 
●​ A constitution-making body. 



 
Congress rejected the proposals because they did not provide immediate transfer of power. 

5. Use of Emergency Powers 

The government strengthened wartime controls through: 

●​ Detentions without trial. 
●​ Restrictions on civil liberties. 
●​ Expansion of police powers. 

6. Divide-and-Rule Policy 

The British attempted to negotiate separately with: 

●​ Congress. 
●​ Muslim League. 
●​ Princes. 
●​ Minority groups. 

This strategy aimed to prevent a united nationalist front. 

Conclusion 

The British government combined limited constitutional concessions with repression and 
divide-and-rule tactics. While these measures temporarily contained nationalist pressures, they 
ultimately failed to halt the demand for independence. 
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3. Write a Note on the Individual Satyagraha Started by the Congress in This Period. (25 
Marks) 

Introduction 

The Individual Satyagraha was launched by the Congress in 1940 under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi. It was a limited form of civil disobedience designed to assert India's right to 
freedom of speech and oppose British wartime policies without creating large-scale disorder. 

Background 



 
1. Failure of the August Offer 

●​ Congress rejected the August Offer as inadequate. 
●​ The British government refused to grant immediate self-government. 

2. Opposition to Unilateral War Policy 

●​ India had been involved in the Second World War without consultation. 
●​ Congress demanded recognition of India's right to decide its own future. 

3. Gandhi's Strategy 

Gandhi did not wish to launch a mass movement immediately because: 

●​ The international situation was critical. 
●​ He wanted to avoid disrupting anti-fascist efforts. 
●​ He sought a controlled form of protest. 

Nature of Individual Satyagraha 

●​ Selected individuals were allowed to offer satyagraha one by one. 
●​ The main slogan was the right to free speech and opposition to war without popular 

consent. 
●​ It emphasized non-violence and discipline. 

Major Participants 

First Satyagrahi 

Vinoba Bhave was chosen as the first individual satyagrahi in October 1940. 

Second Satyagrahi 

Jawaharlal Nehru became the second satyagrahi. 

Later, thousands of Congress workers participated and courted arrest. 

Objectives 

●​ Assert the right to freedom of expression. 
●​ Oppose India's forced participation in the war. 
●​ Maintain nationalist momentum. 
●​ Demonstrate commitment to non-violent resistance. 

Results and Significance 



 
1. Revival of Nationalist Activity 

The movement kept the spirit of resistance alive after the resignation of Congress ministries. 

2. Demonstration of Non-Violent Protest 

It reaffirmed Gandhi's commitment to peaceful struggle. 

3. Large-Scale Arrests 

Thousands of satyagrahis were arrested, highlighting British intolerance of dissent. 

4. Prelude to Quit India Movement 

The experience prepared Congress workers for the more radical Quit India Movement. 

Conclusion 

The Individual Satyagraha was a carefully controlled protest against colonial wartime policies. 
Although limited in scope, it maintained the momentum of the national movement and served as 
an important bridge between the Civil Disobedience Movement and the Quit India Movement. 

1. What Were the Immediate Factors Which Prompted the Launch of the Quit India 
Movement? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Quit India Movement was the last great mass struggle launched by the Indian National 
Congress under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. It began in August 1942 during the Second 
World War and demanded an immediate end to British rule in India. 

Immediate Factors Responsible for the Launch 

1. Failure of the Cripps Mission 

The most immediate cause was the failure of the Cripps Mission. 

●​ The mission was sent by the British government to secure Indian cooperation in the war. 
●​ It offered Dominion Status after the war but not immediate self-government. 
●​ Congress rejected the proposals as inadequate. 

2. Unilateral Involvement of India in World War II 

●​ India was declared a participant in the war without consulting Indian leaders. 
●​ Congress opposed this undemocratic decision. 



 
3. Growing Frustration with British Rule 

●​ Constitutional negotiations repeatedly failed. 
●​ Nationalist leaders lost faith in British promises. 

4. Wartime Economic Hardships 

The war created: 

●​ Inflation. 
●​ Food shortages. 
●​ Rising prices. 
●​ Unemployment and public suffering. 

5. Fear of Japanese Invasion 

●​ Japanese forces had advanced rapidly in Southeast Asia. 
●​ Many Indians believed that British rule had weakened India's security. 
●​ Gandhi argued that British withdrawal would strengthen India's defence. 

6. Demand for Immediate Independence 

Congress concluded that only complete independence could enable India to face wartime 
challenges effectively. 

7. Bombay Resolution (1942) 

At the All India Congress Committee Session at Bombay, the Quit India Resolution was adopted 
on 8 August 1942. 

Gandhi gave his famous slogan:​
"Do or Die." 

Conclusion 

The Quit India Movement was launched due to the failure of constitutional negotiations, wartime 
hardships, British refusal to transfer power, and the growing conviction that immediate 
independence was essential for India's future. 
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2. Discuss the Basic Aims of the Quit India Movement. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Quit India Movement represented the final major nationwide struggle against British rule 
before independence. It sought not merely constitutional reforms but the complete withdrawal of 
British authority from India. 

Basic Aims of the Movement 

1. Immediate End of British Rule 

The principal aim was: 

●​ Complete and immediate withdrawal of British power from India. 
●​ Establishment of an independent Indian government. 

2. Achievement of National Freedom 

Congress believed that independence was necessary for India's political, economic, and social 
progress. 

3. Mobilization of the Masses 

The movement aimed to: 

●​ Involve people from all sections of society. 
●​ Transform the freedom struggle into a truly nationwide movement. 

4. Defence of India 

Gandhi argued that an independent India could defend itself more effectively during wartime 
than a colony ruled by foreigners. 

5. Assertion of Democratic Rights 

The movement demanded: 

●​ Self-determination. 
●​ Representative government. 
●​ End of colonial domination. 

6. Strengthening National Unity 

Congress sought to unite Indians across regions, religions, and social groups in a common 
struggle. 



 
7. Non-Violent Resistance 

Although widespread violence occurred in some places after the arrest of leaders, Gandhi's 
objective remained non-violent mass resistance. 

Significance of the Aims 

●​ Marked a shift from demands for reforms to a demand for immediate independence. 
●​ Demonstrated the determination of Indians to end colonial rule permanently. 

Conclusion 

The Quit India Movement aimed at immediate independence, democratic self-government, and 
the mobilization of the entire nation against colonial rule. It represented the most decisive 
challenge to British authority in India. 
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3. Describe the Regional Spread of the Quit India Movement. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The Quit India Movement quickly spread across different regions of India after the arrest of 
Gandhi and other Congress leaders on 9 August 1942. Despite the absence of central leadership, 
people organized protests, strikes, and acts of resistance throughout the country. 

Spread of the Movement 

1. Bombay Presidency 

The movement began in Bombay (Mumbai). 

●​ Students and workers organized strikes. 
●​ Demonstrations and processions took place on a large scale. 

2. United Provinces 

In the United Provinces: 



 
●​ Government buildings were attacked. 
●​ Communication networks were disrupted. 
●​ Parallel local administrations emerged in some areas. 

3. Bihar 

Bihar became one of the strongest centres of resistance. 

●​ Railway lines and telegraph systems were targeted. 
●​ Students and peasants played an active role. 

4. Bengal 

In Bengal Presidency: 

●​ Rural resistance developed strongly. 
●​ The famous Tamralipta National Government was established in Midnapore. 

5. Maharashtra 

In Maharashtra: 

●​ Underground networks became highly active. 
●​ The Satara region witnessed the emergence of the "Prati Sarkar" (Parallel Government). 

6. Odisha 

Peasants, students, and local activists participated in demonstrations and acts of resistance. 

7. Karnataka and Andhra 

Several districts witnessed: 

●​ Strikes. 
●​ Public protests. 
●​ Nationalist campaigns. 

8. Assam 

Students and youth participated actively. 

Notable freedom fighters included: 

●​ Kanaklata Barua 

9. Parallel Governments 



 
Several regions established alternative administrations: 

Tamralipta National Government 

●​ Established in Midnapore, Bengal. 

Satara Prati Sarkar 

●​ Functioned in Maharashtra. 

Ballia National Government 

●​ Established in Uttar Pradesh. 

These institutions symbolized the rejection of British authority. 

Limitations 

●​ Most top Congress leaders were imprisoned. 
●​ The movement lacked centralized coordination. 
●​ British repression was severe. 

Significance 

●​ Demonstrated widespread popular support for independence. 
●​ Involved students, workers, peasants, and women. 
●​ Convinced the British that India could no longer be governed without Indian consent. 

Conclusion 

The Quit India Movement spread across almost every region of India and became one of the 
broadest mass movements in the history of the freedom struggle. Despite repression, it weakened 
British authority and paved the way for independence in 1947. 

1. Discuss the Activities of Subhas Chandra Bose in Europe. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Subhas Chandra Bose was one of the most dynamic leaders of the Indian freedom struggle. 
Dissatisfied with the Congress strategy during the Second World War, he sought international 
support for India's independence. After escaping from India in 1941, Bose carried out significant 
political and diplomatic activities in Europe. 

Bose's Arrival in Europe 



 
●​ In January 1941, Bose escaped from British surveillance in Calcutta. 
●​ He travelled through Afghanistan and the Soviet Union to Germany. 
●​ His objective was to seek support from powers opposed to Britain. 

Major Activities in Europe 

1. Establishment of the Free India Centre 

In Berlin, Bose established the Free India Centre. 

Its objectives were: 

●​ Mobilize support for Indian independence. 
●​ Coordinate propaganda against British rule. 
●​ Organize Indians living in Europe. 

2. Azad Hind Radio 

Bose started Azad Hind Radio. 

Through radio broadcasts: 

●​ He appealed to Indians to rise against British rule. 
●​ He spread nationalist messages in various Indian languages. 

3. Formation of the Indian Legion 

Bose organized Indian prisoners of war captured by Germany into the Indian Legion. 

Its aims were: 

●​ Fight for India's liberation. 
●​ Prepare for military action against British rule. 

4. Diplomatic Efforts 

Bose held discussions with German leaders and sought military and political assistance for 
India's freedom struggle. 

5. Promotion of International Awareness 

He highlighted India's demand for independence before international audiences and attempted to 
secure recognition for the Indian cause. 

Limitations 



 
●​ Germany's military priorities were focused on Europe. 
●​ Geographical distance limited direct action against British India. 
●​ Bose realized that East and Southeast Asia offered better opportunities. 

Departure for Asia 

In 1943, Bose left Germany and travelled to Southeast Asia, where he assumed leadership of the 
Indian National Army (INA). 

Conclusion 

Subhas Chandra Bose's European activities internationalized India's freedom struggle and laid 
the foundation for his later efforts in Asia. His work in Germany helped mobilize support for 
India's independence and prepared the way for the revival of the INA. 
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2. How Was the First INA Formed? What Was the Problem in Its Operation? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The first Indian National Army (INA) emerged during the Second World War among Indian 
prisoners of war captured by Japan in Southeast Asia. It represented an attempt to create an 
armed force dedicated to India's liberation from British rule. 

Formation of the First INA 

1. Japanese Victories in Southeast Asia 

●​ Japan defeated British forces in Malaya and Singapore in 1942. 
●​ Thousands of Indian soldiers became prisoners of war. 

2. Leadership of Mohan Singh 

The first INA was organized under: 

●​ Mohan Singh 



 
He believed Indian soldiers could be reorganized into a national army to fight for India's 
freedom. 

3. Support of Indian Independence League 

The Indian Independence League supported the formation of the INA. 

4. Objective 

The aim was: 

●​ To liberate India through armed struggle. 
●​ To cooperate with Japan against British rule. 

Problems in Its Operation 

1. Differences with Japanese Authorities 

●​ Mohan Singh wanted the INA to function independently. 
●​ Japanese military authorities often treated it as a subordinate force. 

2. Lack of Clear Political Direction 

●​ Leadership and organizational issues weakened the INA. 
●​ There was uncertainty regarding future strategy. 

3. Mutual Distrust 

●​ Conflicts developed between INA officers and Japanese commanders. 
●​ Questions arose regarding operational control. 

4. Dissolution 

By the end of 1942: 

●​ The first INA largely collapsed. 
●​ Mohan Singh was removed from leadership. 

Conclusion 

The first INA was an important experiment in organizing an Indian liberation army. However, 
leadership disputes and tensions with Japanese authorities limited its effectiveness and led to its 
disintegration. 
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3. Discuss the Main Features of the Azad Hind Fauj or the Second INA. (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

The second INA, popularly known as the Azad Hind Fauj, was reorganized under the leadership 
of Subhas Chandra Bose in 1943. It became one of the most significant military efforts 
associated with India's struggle for independence. 

Main Features of the Second INA 

1. Leadership of Subhas Chandra Bose 

●​ Bose assumed command in July 1943. 
●​ He revitalized the organization and inspired widespread enthusiasm. 

2. Formation of the Provisional Government 

Bose established the: 

●​ Provisional Government of Free India 

It claimed to represent an independent India. 

3. Nationalist Ideology 

The INA promoted: 

●​ Complete independence. 
●​ National unity. 
●​ Sacrifice for the motherland. 

Its famous slogan was:​
"Jai Hind." 

4. Military Organization 

The INA developed: 

●​ Infantry units. 
●​ Training centres. 



 
●​ Administrative departments. 

5. Rani of Jhansi Regiment 

One of its most remarkable features was the formation of: 

●​ Rani of Jhansi Regiment 

Led by: 

●​ Lakshmi Sahgal 

It was one of the first all-women military units in modern history. 

6. Campaigns in Northeast India 

INA forces participated in military operations in: 

●​ Imphal 
●​ Kohima 

alongside Japanese forces. 

7. Mass Mobilization 

The INA attracted support from Indians living across Southeast Asia. 

Limitations 

●​ Dependence on Japanese military support. 
●​ Supply shortages. 
●​ Japanese defeat in the war. 

Conclusion 

The second INA under Bose became a symbol of militant nationalism. Although it failed 
militarily, it inspired millions of Indians and strengthened the freedom struggle. 
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4. What Was the Impact of the INA on India's Freedom Struggle? (25 Marks) 

Introduction 

Although the INA did not succeed in militarily liberating India, its political and psychological 
impact on the Indian freedom struggle was profound. 

Major Impacts 

1. Rise of Nationalist Sentiment 

The INA inspired patriotic feelings throughout India. 

●​ Bose became a national hero. 
●​ The sacrifices of INA soldiers were widely admired. 

2. INA Trials and Public Support 

After the war, INA officers were tried at the: 

●​ Red Fort 

Prominent officers included: 

●​ Shah Nawaz Khan 
●​ Prem Kumar Sahgal 
●​ Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon 

The trials generated massive public sympathy and nationwide protests. 

3. Impact on the Armed Forces 

The INA influenced Indian soldiers and sailors. 

Its example contributed to: 

●​ Growing discontent within the armed forces. 
●​ Declining loyalty towards British rule. 

4. Royal Indian Navy Revolt 

The atmosphere created by the INA helped inspire the: 

●​ Royal Indian Navy Mutiny 

which challenged British authority. 



 
5. Weakening of British Confidence 

British officials realized that maintaining control would become difficult if the armed forces 
could no longer be relied upon. 

6. Strengthening National Unity 

The INA brought together Indians from different: 

●​ Religions 
●​ Regions 
●​ Languages 

under a common nationalist cause. 

Historical Assessment 

Many historians argue that the INA's greatest contribution was psychological rather than 
military. It demonstrated that Indians were willing to fight and sacrifice for complete 
independence. 

Conclusion 

The INA played a crucial role in accelerating the end of British rule. Through its example, trials, 
and influence on public opinion and the armed forces, it significantly strengthened the final 
phase of India's freedom struggle. 

1) Describe the Political Situation During the 1945–46 Elections in India 

The elections of 1945–46 were held in a highly charged political atmosphere. The end of the 
Second World War brought significant changes in Indian politics. Britain had emerged victorious 
but was economically weakened and faced increasing pressure to grant India independence. The 
release of political prisoners, growing mass unrest, and the popularity of the Indian National 
Army (INA) contributed to a new political environment. 

Major Political Developments 

(a) End of World War II 

The conclusion of the war in 1945 altered the balance of power. The British Government 
recognized that it could no longer govern India without Indian cooperation. The election of the 
Labour Government in Britain further encouraged constitutional negotiations. 

(b) Popularity of the INA 



 
The trials of officers of the Indian National Army generated widespread nationalist sentiments. 
The INA became a symbol of sacrifice and resistance against British rule. Public support for the 
INA enhanced the prestige of the Congress. 

(c) Revival of Political Activity 

After the suppression of the Quit India Movement, Congress leaders had been imprisoned. Their 
release in 1945 revitalized political activity. Political parties prepared for elections that would 
determine the future constitutional framework of India. 

(d) Congress Strategy 

The Indian National Congress fought the elections on the issue of complete independence and 
national unity. It claimed to represent all Indians irrespective of religion and emphasized the 
establishment of a democratic government. 

(e) Muslim League's Position 

The Muslim League under Muhammad Ali Jinnah campaigned on the demand for Pakistan. The 
League argued that Muslims constituted a separate nation and required a separate homeland. 

Election Results 

●​ Congress won an overwhelming majority of general seats in provincial elections. 
●​ The Muslim League won most of the seats reserved for Muslims. 
●​ The results demonstrated that Congress was the principal representative of the nationalist 

movement, while the Muslim League emerged as the dominant political organization 
among Muslims. 

Significance 

1.​ The elections revealed the increasing polarization between Congress and the Muslim 
League. 

2.​ They strengthened the League's claim to speak for Indian Muslims. 
3.​ They prepared the ground for the Cabinet Mission of 1946. 
4.​ They marked the final phase of British rule in India. 

Conclusion 

The 1945–46 elections represented a decisive turning point in India's struggle for freedom. They 
demonstrated mass support for independence while also highlighting communal divisions that 
eventually culminated in Partition. 

 

2) Discuss the Various Forms Which the Popular Protests Took After 1945 



 
The period between 1945 and 1947 witnessed an unprecedented wave of popular protests. These 
movements reflected growing dissatisfaction with British rule and accelerated the process of 
decolonization. 

(a) INA Agitation 

The trials of INA officers at the Red Fort generated massive public sympathy. 

●​ Demonstrations were organized throughout India. 
●​ Students, workers, and middle-class groups participated. 
●​ Public meetings demanded the release of INA prisoners. 
●​ The Congress and other political organizations supported the agitation. 

The government eventually released many INA personnel because of widespread public 
pressure. 

(b) Student Movements 

Students played a leading role in post-war protests. 

●​ Organized rallies and strikes. 
●​ Participated in demonstrations against British repression. 
●​ Supported the INA cause and labour movements. 
●​ Mobilized public opinion in urban centres. 

(c) Labour and Working-Class Movements 

Economic hardship caused by wartime inflation and unemployment led to numerous strikes. 

●​ Workers demanded higher wages and better working conditions. 
●​ Large strikes occurred in industries such as textiles, railways, and ports. 
●​ Labour protests often merged with nationalist demands. 

(d) Royal Indian Navy (RIN) Revolt, 1946 

The naval ratings' uprising in 1946 was one of the most significant events. 

Causes 

●​ Poor food and living conditions. 
●​ Racial discrimination by British officers. 
●​ Growing nationalist sentiments. 

Features 

●​ Started in Bombay and spread to several naval establishments. 



 
●​ Ratings hoisted Congress, League, and Communist flags. 
●​ Workers and students supported the revolt through strikes and demonstrations. 

Significance 

The revolt indicated the declining loyalty of Indian armed forces to British authority. 

(e) Peasant Movements 

Tebhaga Movement (Bengal) 

●​ Sharecroppers demanded two-thirds of the produce. 
●​ Challenged landlord exploitation. 

Telangana Movement 

●​ Directed against feudal oppression under the Nizam's rule. 
●​ Peasants organized resistance against landlords. 

(f) Urban Demonstrations and Hartals 

Cities witnessed: 

●​ Processions, 
●​ Public meetings, 
●​ Boycotts, 
●​ Hartals, 
●​ Anti-government demonstrations. 

Conclusion 

The popular protests after 1945 involved students, workers, peasants, and even sections of the 
armed forces. These movements created an atmosphere in which British rule became 
increasingly untenable and hastened India's independence. 

 

3) What Was the Role of the Congress with Respect to the Popular Movements During 
1945–47? 

The Indian National Congress played a complex role in relation to the popular movements that 
emerged between 1945 and 1947. While it sympathized with anti-colonial struggles, it also 
sought to maintain political discipline and constitutional negotiations. 

(a) Support for Popular Nationalist Sentiments 



 
Congress leaders recognized that mass movements strengthened the struggle against colonial 
rule. 

●​ Supported the INA agitation. 
●​ Defended INA officers during the trials. 
●​ Encouraged public demonstrations demanding their release. 
●​ Used popular enthusiasm to mobilize nationalist opinion. 

(b) Participation in Constitutional Negotiations 

Congress simultaneously pursued negotiations with the British Government. 

Important developments included: 

●​ The Cabinet Mission Plan (1946). 
●​ Formation of the Interim Government. 
●​ Discussions concerning transfer of power. 

Congress attempted to combine mass pressure with constitutional politics. 

(c) Response to Labour and Peasant Movements 

Congress generally sympathized with economic grievances but was cautious about militant class 
struggles. 

●​ Supported legitimate demands of workers and peasants. 
●​ Preferred peaceful and organized methods. 
●​ Avoided encouraging revolutionary movements that could create instability. 

(d) Attitude Towards the RIN Revolt 

The Congress did not fully support the Royal Indian Navy uprising. 

Leaders such as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel appealed to naval ratings to surrender. 

Reasons: 

1.​ Congress feared violent confrontation. 
2.​ It wanted to preserve discipline within the armed forces. 
3.​ It was engaged in negotiations with the British Government. 

Thus, Congress adopted a cautious stance despite recognizing the patriotic motives of the sailors. 

(e) Managing Communal Tensions 

The period witnessed increasing communal violence. 



 
Congress: 

●​ Worked for national unity. 
●​ Opposed communal politics. 
●​ Attempted to maintain peace amid growing Hindu-Muslim tensions. 
●​ Participated in efforts to prevent civil disorder. 

(f) Preparing for Transfer of Power 

By 1946–47, Congress leadership increasingly focused on: 

●​ Formation of responsible government. 
●​ Constitution-making. 
●​ Administrative transition. 
●​ Securing independence at the earliest possible date. 

Critical Assessment 

Historians have argued that Congress adopted a dual strategy: 

1.​ It utilized popular mobilization to strengthen the nationalist movement. 
2.​ It restrained movements that threatened political stability or constitutional negotiations. 

This reflected Congress's transformation from a mass movement organization into a prospective 
ruling party. 

Conclusion 

Between 1945 and 1947, Congress supported anti-colonial popular sentiment while carefully 
regulating mass movements. Its leadership sought to balance public mobilization with 
constitutional negotiations, ultimately guiding India toward independence in August 1947. 

1) Write a Short Note on the Simla Conference (1945) 

The Simla Conference was convened by Lord Wavell at Simla in June–July 1945 to break the 
political deadlock in India and secure Indian cooperation in governance. The conference was 
based on the Wavell Plan, which proposed the reconstitution of the Viceroy's Executive Council 
with an equal number of caste Hindu and Muslim members, except for the Viceroy and the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Objectives of the Conference 

●​ To secure cooperation between major political parties. 
●​ To form a more representative Executive Council. 
●​ To prepare the ground for constitutional negotiations after the Second World War. 



 
Main Issues 

The principal dispute arose between the Indian National Congress and the Muslim League 
regarding Muslim representation. The Muslim League, led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, insisted 
that it alone had the right to nominate all Muslim members. Congress rejected this claim and 
maintained that it represented all communities, including Muslims. 

Failure of the Conference 

The conference ended without agreement because: 

1.​ Congress and the Muslim League could not agree on Muslim representation. 
2.​ Jinnah insisted on the League's exclusive claim to represent Muslims. 
3.​ The British Government failed to reconcile the conflicting demands. 

Significance 

●​ Demonstrated the growing strength of the Muslim League. 
●​ Highlighted the widening gap between Congress and the League. 
●​ Prepared the background for the elections of 1945–46 and subsequent constitutional 

negotiations. 

Conclusion 

The failure of the Simla Conference revealed the deep communal and political divisions in India 
and made the partition issue more prominent in future negotiations. 

 

2) What Were the Results of the Elections of 1945–46? What Did They Prove? 

The elections of 1945–46 were held for the Central Legislative Assembly and Provincial 
Legislatures. They were crucial because they would determine the political forces that would 
negotiate India's future constitutional structure. 

Results of the Elections 

Indian National Congress 

●​ Won an overwhelming majority of the general (non-Muslim) seats. 
●​ Secured power in most provinces. 
●​ Emerged as the dominant nationalist organization. 

Muslim League 

●​ Won almost all seats reserved for Muslims in both Central and Provincial Legislatures. 



 
●​ Established itself as the most influential Muslim political organization. 

What Did the Results Prove? 

(a) Congress as Representative of Nationalism 

The elections proved that Congress enjoyed widespread support among the general population 
and remained the principal organization leading the struggle for independence. 

(b) Muslim League's Dominance Among Muslims 

The League's success demonstrated that it had become the chief political voice of Indian 
Muslims and strengthened its demand for Pakistan. 

(c) Political Polarization 

The results showed increasing communal polarization between Congress and the Muslim 
League, making constitutional compromise more difficult. 

(d) Basis for Future Negotiations 

The British Government recognized Congress and the Muslim League as the two principal 
parties whose cooperation was essential for the transfer of power. 

Conclusion 

The elections of 1945–46 confirmed Congress's national appeal and the Muslim League's hold 
over Muslim constituencies. They shaped the course of constitutional negotiations and ultimately 
influenced the partition of India. 

 

3) Discuss the Political Situation in the Country in the Wake of the ‘Direct Action’ Call 
Given by Jinnah and the Muslim League 

The political situation in India became extremely tense after the Muslim League's call for Direct 
Action Day on 16 August 1946. The call was given by the League after it rejected parts of the 
Cabinet Mission Plan and sought to intensify the demand for Pakistan. 

Background 

The British Government had sent the Cabinet Mission to devise a constitutional settlement. 
Although both Congress and the Muslim League initially accepted the Plan, disagreements soon 
emerged. The League withdrew its acceptance and announced Direct Action to achieve Pakistan. 



 
Direct Action Day 

On 16 August 1946, large demonstrations and strikes were organized, especially in Kolkata. 
What began as political mobilization soon turned into communal violence. 

The Great Calcutta Killings 

●​ Violent clashes erupted between Hindus and Muslims. 
●​ Thousands of people were killed and injured. 
●​ Extensive destruction of property occurred. 
●​ The violence continued for several days. 

Spread of Communal Violence 

The communal disturbances spread to several regions: 

Noakhali 

●​ Large-scale attacks and communal violence occurred. 
●​ Many people were displaced from their homes. 

Bihar 

●​ Retaliatory communal riots took place. 
●​ Heavy loss of life and property occurred. 

Punjab and Other Areas 

●​ Communal tensions intensified. 
●​ Political relations between communities deteriorated rapidly. 

Impact on Indian Politics 

(a) Deepening Communal Divide 

The violence created fear, mistrust, and hostility between Hindus and Muslims, making national 
unity increasingly difficult. 

(b) Weakening of Constitutional Solutions 

The possibility of a negotiated settlement between Congress and the Muslim League became 
increasingly remote. 

(c) Strengthening the Demand for Partition 



 
The communal disturbances convinced many leaders that partition might be the only practical 
solution to avoid prolonged civil conflict. 

(d) Interim Government Difficulties 

Although Congress formed the Interim Government in September 1946, cooperation between 
Congress and the League remained strained. 

Gandhi's Efforts 

Mahatma Gandhi visited riot-affected areas, particularly Noakhali, and worked tirelessly to 
restore peace and communal harmony. He emphasized non-violence, reconciliation, and mutual 
trust. 

Conclusion 

The Direct Action call marked a turning point in India's final phase of the freedom struggle. The 
widespread communal violence that followed weakened prospects for a united India and 
accelerated the events that culminated in Partition and Independence in 1947. 

1) Why Did the Congress Accept the Partition of India? 

The Indian National Congress had long opposed the partition of India and stood for a united, 
secular nation. However, by 1947 it accepted partition as an unavoidable solution to the political 
deadlock and growing communal violence. 

Reasons for Accepting Partition 

(a) Failure of Constitutional Negotiations 

Several attempts to reach a settlement between Congress and the Muslim League failed. The 
Simla Conference (1945), the Cabinet Mission Plan (1946), and other negotiations could not 
bridge the differences between the two parties. 

(b) Muslim League's Demand for Pakistan 

Under the leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the Muslim League firmly insisted on the 
creation of Pakistan. The League refused to cooperate in any constitutional arrangement that did 
not recognize this demand. 

(c) Communal Violence 

The communal riots following the Direct Action Day of August 1946 created widespread fear 
and insecurity. Violence spread to Bengal, Bihar, Punjab, and other regions, causing immense 
loss of life and property. 



 
(d) Fear of Civil War 

Congress leaders believed that continued opposition to partition could lead to prolonged civil 
war and national disintegration. They viewed partition as a painful but practical solution. 

(e) Desire for Early Independence 

Congress leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel felt that accepting 
partition would ensure a quick transfer of power and end British rule. 

(f) British Policy 

The British Government, represented by Lord Mountbatten, concluded that partition was the 
most feasible solution. The Mountbatten Plan of June 1947 formally proposed partition. 

Conclusion 

Congress accepted partition reluctantly and regarded it as a tragic compromise. The decision was 
taken to prevent further bloodshed, avoid political paralysis, and secure India's independence at 
the earliest possible date. 

 

2) What Did Gandhi Do to Pacify the Sentiments During the Riots of 1946? How Far Was 
He Successful? 

The communal riots of 1946 deeply disturbed Mahatma Gandhi. He considered communal 
harmony essential for India's freedom and devoted himself to restoring peace. 

Gandhi's Efforts 

(a) Visit to Noakhali 

After severe communal violence in Noakhali (East Bengal), Gandhi personally visited the 
affected villages in October 1946. 

●​ He travelled on foot from village to village. 
●​ Met victims of violence. 
●​ Encouraged reconciliation between communities. 
●​ Promoted non-violence and mutual trust. 

(b) Appeals for Peace 

Gandhi repeatedly appealed to Hindus and Muslims to abandon hatred and revenge. 



 
●​ Organized prayer meetings. 
●​ Delivered speeches emphasizing unity. 
●​ Urged leaders of both communities to cooperate. 

(c) Work in Bihar 

When retaliatory violence broke out in Bihar, Gandhi condemned the killings and demanded that 
peace be restored immediately. 

(d) Moral and Spiritual Intervention 

Unlike political leaders who focused on negotiations, Gandhi attempted to heal communal 
tensions through moral persuasion and personal example. 

(e) Fasts for Peace 

Gandhi used fasting as a method of moral pressure to stop communal violence and encourage 
reconciliation. 

How Far Was He Successful? 

Successes 

1.​ His presence helped reduce violence in some areas. 
2.​ Many local leaders responded positively to his appeals. 
3.​ He inspired numerous people to work for communal harmony. 
4.​ His efforts in Noakhali and later in Kolkata contributed to temporary peace. 

Limitations 

1.​ Communal tensions had become deeply rooted. 
2.​ Political differences between Congress and the Muslim League continued. 
3.​ Violence spread to several regions despite his efforts. 
4.​ He could not prevent the eventual partition of India. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi's peace missions represented one of the most remarkable humanitarian efforts during the 
final phase of British rule. Although he could not stop partition or all communal violence, his 
actions saved many lives and demonstrated the power of non-violence and moral leadership. 

 

3) Discuss the Role of the Muslim League During This Period (1945–47) 



 
The Muslim League emerged as one of the most influential political forces during the final years 
of British rule. Between 1945 and 1947, it played a decisive role in shaping the constitutional 
future of India. 

Rise of the Muslim League 

Under the leadership of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the League strengthened its position by 
presenting itself as the sole representative of Indian Muslims. 

Success in the 1945–46 Elections 

●​ Won almost all Muslim seats in provincial and central legislatures. 
●​ Demonstrated widespread support among Muslim voters. 
●​ Strengthened its claim to represent Muslim interests. 

Demand for Pakistan 

The League maintained that Hindus and Muslims constituted two separate nations. 

Two-Nation Theory 

The League argued that: 

●​ Muslims had a distinct identity and culture. 
●​ Their political interests could not be safeguarded in a Hindu-majority India. 
●​ A separate state of Pakistan was necessary. 

Role in Constitutional Negotiations 

Simla Conference (1945) 

The League insisted that only it could nominate Muslim representatives. This disagreement 
contributed to the failure of the conference. 

Cabinet Mission Plan (1946) 

Initially, the League accepted the plan but later rejected it due to disagreements with Congress 
regarding the interpretation of provincial groupings and powers. 

Direct Action Movement 

On 16 August 1946, the League observed Direct Action Day to press its demand for Pakistan. 

Consequences 



 
●​ Large-scale communal riots broke out, particularly in Kolkata. 
●​ Violence spread to other regions. 
●​ Relations between Hindus and Muslims deteriorated sharply. 

Participation in the Interim Government 

Although initially reluctant, the League later joined the Interim Government in October 1946. 

However: 

●​ Cooperation with Congress remained difficult. 
●​ Political conflicts continued. 
●​ Administrative functioning was frequently affected by disagreements. 

Role in Partition 

The League consistently pressed for Pakistan throughout 1946–47. 

Its political pressure, electoral success, and refusal to compromise on the Pakistan demand 
played a major role in: 

●​ The acceptance of partition by Congress. 
●​ The British decision to divide India. 
●​ The creation of the independent state of Pakistan on 14 August 1947. 

Conclusion 

Between 1945 and 1947, the Muslim League transformed itself into the dominant political 
organization of Indian Muslims. Through electoral success, constitutional negotiations, and the 
Pakistan movement, it became a decisive force in determining the course of India's partition and 
independence. 

1) Discuss the Views of Various Historians Regarding the Relationship Between 
Nationalism and Peasantry 

The relationship between nationalism and peasantry has been a major theme in the 
historiography of the Indian National Movement. Historians have offered different 
interpretations regarding the participation of peasants in nationalist politics. 

(a) Nationalist Historians 

Nationalist historians such as Bipan Chandra argue that peasant movements became an integral 
part of the national movement. According to them: 

●​ The Congress successfully mobilized peasants against colonial rule. 



 
●​ Peasant struggles strengthened anti-imperialist consciousness. 
●​ Nationalism provided a broad framework within which peasant grievances were 

expressed. 

They view peasant participation as evidence of the mass character of the freedom struggle. 

(b) Marxist Historians 

Marxist historians emphasize class relations and agrarian exploitation. 

●​ They argue that peasants were primarily motivated by economic issues such as high rents, 
taxes, indebtedness, and landlord oppression. 

●​ Nationalism and peasant struggles often overlapped but were not always identical. 
●​ Peasant movements reflected class conflicts within rural society. 

Historians like A. R. Desai stress the socio-economic basis of peasant participation. 

(c) Subaltern Historians 

Subaltern historians such as Ranajit Guha challenge the nationalist interpretation. 

According to them: 

●​ Peasant politics possessed its own autonomous character. 
●​ Peasants did not merely follow Congress leadership. 
●​ Rural protests often had goals and methods different from elite nationalist politics. 

They argue that peasant consciousness cannot be fully explained through nationalism alone. 

(d) Cambridge School Historians 

The Cambridge School views politics largely in terms of local interests and patronage networks. 

●​ They argue that peasant mobilization often depended upon local leaders. 
●​ Nationalist ideology was less important than regional and factional interests. 

Conclusion 

The debate shows that peasant participation in the national movement was complex. While 
nationalism provided a unifying framework, peasants also pursued their own economic and 
social objectives. 

 



 
2) Describe the Initial Process Through Which a Close Association Between Peasant 
Movements and Nationalist Movement Began 

The association between peasant movements and the nationalist movement developed gradually 
during the early twentieth century. This process was shaped by both agrarian grievances and 
political mobilization. 

Agrarian Problems 

Peasants suffered from: 

●​ High land revenue demands. 
●​ Excessive rents. 
●​ Indebtedness. 
●​ Exploitation by landlords and moneylenders. 

These grievances created widespread rural discontent. 

Early Peasant Agitations 

Champaran Movement (1917) 

Led by Mahatma Gandhi, the Champaran movement in Bihar opposed the exploitation of indigo 
cultivators by European planters. 

Its significance: 

●​ Brought Gandhi into rural politics. 
●​ Demonstrated that peasant issues could be linked with national politics. 

Kheda Satyagraha (1918) 

In Gujarat, peasants demanded suspension of revenue collection due to crop failure. 

The movement: 

●​ Connected rural grievances with nationalist methods. 
●​ Increased confidence among peasants. 

Impact of Non-Cooperation Movement 

The Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–22) expanded Congress activities into rural areas. 

●​ Local leaders mobilized peasants. 
●​ Nationalist slogans reached villages. 
●​ Peasants increasingly viewed British rule as the source of their hardships. 



 
Formation of Kisan Sabhas 

Peasant organizations emerged in various provinces. 

These organizations: 

●​ Articulated agrarian demands. 
●​ Worked alongside nationalist leaders. 
●​ Linked local struggles with broader anti-colonial politics. 

Conclusion 

The association between peasant movements and nationalism began through Gandhi's early 
agrarian campaigns and expanded during the Non-Cooperation Movement. This process 
transformed the national movement into a mass movement. 

 

3) Discuss the Association of Nationalism with the Peasant Movements in UP and Bihar 
During the 1920s and 1930s 

Peasant Movements in Uttar Pradesh 

Awadh Kisan Movement 

The movement emerged against: 

●​ High rents. 
●​ Illegal cesses. 
●​ Oppressive landlord practices. 

Leaders such as Baba Ram Chandra played an important role. 

Link with Nationalism 

●​ Congress leaders supported peasant grievances. 
●​ The movement became associated with the Non-Cooperation Movement. 
●​ Nationalist ideas spread among rural populations. 

However, Congress attempted to keep the movement non-violent and within constitutional limits. 

 

Peasant Movements in Bihar 



 
Agrarian Conditions 

Peasants faced: 

●​ Zamindari oppression. 
●​ High rents. 
●​ Forced labour and illegal exactions. 

Bihar Provincial Kisan Sabha 

The organization was founded under the leadership of Swami Sahajanand Saraswati. 

It: 

●​ Mobilized peasants against landlord exploitation. 
●​ Raised demands for tenancy reforms and rent reduction. 

Relationship with Nationalism 

●​ Many peasant leaders participated in nationalist campaigns. 
●​ Congress influence helped spread anti-colonial sentiments. 
●​ Peasant organizations often supported national struggles. 

At the same time, tensions emerged when peasant demands exceeded the limits accepted by 
Congress leadership. 

Conclusion 

In both UP and Bihar, peasant movements became closely associated with nationalism. Congress 
provided political direction, while peasant struggles broadened the social base of the national 
movement. 

 

4) What Was the Nationalist Strategy with Regard to the Peasant Movements? 

The Indian National Congress recognized the importance of peasant participation but adopted a 
cautious strategy toward agrarian movements. 

(a) Mobilization Against Colonial Rule 

Congress sought to: 

●​ Incorporate peasants into the national movement. 
●​ Spread anti-imperialist consciousness. 
●​ Transform local grievances into support for independence. 



 
Peasant participation strengthened mass mobilization. 

(b) Emphasis on Non-Violence 

Congress insisted that peasant movements should follow the principles of non-violence and 
satyagraha. 

This policy: 

●​ Prevented uncontrolled uprisings. 
●​ Maintained organizational discipline. 
●​ Protected the broader nationalist movement. 

(c) Balancing Different Interests 

Congress included: 

●​ Peasants, 
●​ Landlords, 
●​ Business groups, 
●​ Urban middle classes. 

Therefore, it often avoided radical agrarian programmes that might divide its support base. 

(d) Support for Limited Agrarian Reforms 

Congress supported: 

●​ Reduction of rents and revenue. 
●​ Protection of tenants. 
●​ Relief from indebtedness. 

However, before independence it generally avoided advocating revolutionary land redistribution. 

(e) Integration Through Kisan Organizations 

Congress leaders encouraged the formation of peasant organizations and Kisan Sabhas but tried 
to ensure that these remained connected with the broader nationalist struggle. 

Critical Assessment 

Historians differ in evaluating Congress strategy: 

●​ Nationalist historians see it as necessary for maintaining unity. 
●​ Marxist and Subaltern historians argue that Congress often restrained peasant radicalism 

to protect elite interests. 



 
Conclusion 

The nationalist strategy aimed to harness peasant energy for the anti-colonial struggle while 
maintaining discipline, non-violence, and national unity. This approach enabled Congress to 
transform the freedom movement into a broad-based mass movement without allowing agrarian 
conflicts to overshadow the larger goal of independence. 

1) Why Did the Early Nationalists Oppose the Legislation for Improving the Conditions of 
the Workers? 

During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, many early nationalist leaders opposed 
certain factory legislations introduced by the British Government. Their opposition was not 
because they were against workers' welfare but because they believed the legislation served 
colonial interests. 

Reasons for Opposition 

(a) Protection of British Industrial Interests 

Nationalist leaders argued that factory laws were intended to protect British manufacturers rather 
than Indian workers. 

●​ Indian industries were still developing. 
●​ Restrictions on working hours and production would increase production costs. 
●​ British industries would gain a competitive advantage. 

(b) Colonial Motives 

Early nationalists believed that the British Government was not genuinely concerned about 
labour welfare. 

●​ The government ignored broader issues of poverty and exploitation. 
●​ Labour legislation was seen as a means of controlling Indian industry. 

(c) Promotion of Indigenous Industries 

Nationalists wanted Indian industries to grow and compete with British manufacturers. 

●​ They feared excessive regulation would weaken Indian entrepreneurs. 
●​ Industrial development was viewed as essential for national progress. 

(d) Priority to National Interests 

The early nationalist leadership focused primarily on combating colonial economic exploitation. 

●​ Industrial growth was considered necessary for economic self-reliance. 



 
●​ Labour reforms were regarded as secondary to the larger struggle against colonialism. 

Conclusion 

The early nationalists opposed labour legislation mainly because they believed it was designed to 
serve British economic interests rather than workers' welfare. Their position reflected the 
priorities of the early nationalist movement, which emphasized industrial development and 
resistance to colonial domination. 

 

2) What Were Gandhi's Views on the Relationship Between Labour and Capital? 

Mahatma Gandhi developed a distinctive approach to labour-capital relations based on 
cooperation, non-violence, and social harmony. 

(a) Principle of Class Harmony 

Gandhi rejected the idea of class conflict. 

●​ He believed labour and capital were interdependent. 
●​ Both were essential for production and economic development. 
●​ Cooperation should replace confrontation. 

(b) Trusteeship Theory 

According to Gandhi: 

●​ Wealthy capitalists should regard themselves as trustees of social wealth. 
●​ They should use their resources for the welfare of society. 
●​ Property rights carried social responsibilities. 

(c) Non-Violent Methods 

Gandhi supported workers' rights but opposed violent struggles. 

He advocated: 

●​ Negotiation, 
●​ Arbitration, 
●​ Conciliation, 
●​ Peaceful strikes when necessary. 

(d) Rights and Duties 



 
Gandhi emphasized that workers should: 

●​ Be disciplined and responsible. 
●​ Perform their duties honestly. 
●​ Pursue justice through moral means. 

Similarly, employers should: 

●​ Provide fair wages. 
●​ Improve working conditions. 
●​ Respect workers' dignity. 

(e) Ahmedabad Textile Strike 

The Ahmedabad textile workers' strike of 1918 reflected Gandhi's approach. 

●​ He mediated between workers and mill owners. 
●​ Emphasized peaceful negotiation. 
●​ Demonstrated the use of satyagraha in industrial disputes. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi viewed labour and capital as partners rather than enemies. His ideal was a cooperative 
social order based on justice, trusteeship, and non-violence. 

 

3) Discuss the Relationship Between the Congress and the Workers During the Early 1920s 

The early 1920s witnessed increasing interaction between the Indian National Congress and the 
working class, particularly during the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Growth of Labour Consciousness 

After the First World War: 

●​ Prices increased sharply. 
●​ Living conditions deteriorated. 
●​ Industrial unrest grew. 

Workers began organizing themselves through trade unions. 

Congress and Labour Mobilization 

Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–22) 



 
Congress encouraged mass participation in the struggle against British rule. 

Workers: 

●​ Participated in strikes and demonstrations. 
●​ Supported nationalist campaigns. 
●​ Contributed to the expansion of the movement. 

Formation of Trade Unions 

The establishment of the All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) in 1920 marked a significant 
step in labour organization. 

Many nationalist leaders supported labour organization, including: 

●​ Lala Lajpat Rai 
●​ Jawaharlal Nehru 

Nature of the Relationship 

Cooperation 

●​ Congress recognized workers as an important component of the national movement. 
●​ Workers participated in anti-colonial campaigns. 

Limitations 

●​ Congress leadership remained cautious regarding militant labour actions. 
●​ It sought to maintain unity among workers, industrialists, and other social groups. 
●​ Radical class conflicts were generally discouraged. 

Conclusion 

During the early 1920s, Congress and workers developed a mutually beneficial relationship. 
Workers broadened the social base of nationalism, while Congress provided political direction to 
labour participation. 

 

4) Describe the Response of the Workers to the Civil Disobedience and Quit India 
Movements 

Workers and the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–34) 

The Civil Disobedience Movement significantly influenced the working class. 



 
Forms of Participation 

Workers: 

●​ Organized strikes. 
●​ Participated in demonstrations and processions. 
●​ Boycotted foreign goods. 
●​ Supported nationalist campaigns. 

Industrial Centres 

Active participation occurred in: 

●​ Bombay, 
●​ Sholapur, 
●​ Ahmedabad, 
●​ Calcutta. 

Sholapur Uprising 

One of the most notable examples was the workers' uprising in Sholapur. 

●​ Workers challenged colonial authority. 
●​ The government imposed martial law to suppress the movement. 

Limitations 

Participation varied across regions because: 

●​ Trade union priorities sometimes differed from nationalist objectives. 
●​ Economic issues remained important for workers. 

 

Workers and the Quit India Movement (1942) 

The Quit India Movement generated widespread enthusiasm among workers. 

Forms of Participation 

Workers: 

●​ Organized strikes. 
●​ Sabotaged communication networks in some areas. 
●​ Participated in protests and demonstrations. 
●​ Supported underground nationalist activities. 



 
Impact of Government Repression 

The British Government responded with: 

●​ Arrests, 
●​ Police action, 
●​ Strict censorship, 
●​ Suppression of labour activism. 

Despite repression, workers continued supporting the movement in many industrial centres. 

Significance 

Worker participation: 

1.​ Strengthened the mass character of the national movement. 
2.​ Demonstrated the growing political consciousness of industrial labour. 
3.​ Increased pressure on the colonial government. 

Conclusion 

Workers actively participated in both the Civil Disobedience and Quit India Movements. 
Although their involvement varied across regions and industries, labour support significantly 
strengthened the nationalist struggle and contributed to the emergence of a broad-based 
anti-colonial movement. 

1) Why Did the Indian Industrialists Not Support the National Movement in the Early 
Period Even While the Nationalist Leaders Strongly Professed a Swadeshi Ideology? 

During the early phase of the Indian National Movement, Indian industrialists did not fully 
support nationalist politics despite the Congress's advocacy of Swadeshi. Their attitude was 
shaped by economic interests, political caution, and dependence on the colonial state. 

(a) Dependence on the Colonial Government 

Indian industries were still in their infancy and depended upon: 

●​ Government contracts, 
●​ Licenses and concessions, 
●​ Protection from foreign competition, 
●​ Access to credit and infrastructure. 

Industrialists feared that active participation in nationalist politics might provoke government 
retaliation. 



 
(b) Moderate Nature of Early Nationalism 

The early Congress mainly relied on petitions and constitutional methods rather than mass 
agitation. 

●​ Industrialists preferred lobbying the government directly. 
●​ They did not feel the need to associate closely with political movements. 

(c) Fear of Political Instability 

Businessmen valued economic stability. 

●​ Mass movements and political unrest could disrupt trade and production. 
●​ Many industrialists viewed radical political action with suspicion. 

(d) Limited Industrial Development 

The Indian capitalist class was still weak and fragmented. 

●​ It lacked confidence to challenge colonial authority openly. 
●​ Many industrialists concentrated on expanding their businesses rather than participating 

in politics. 

(e) Different Understanding of Swadeshi 

While nationalists viewed Swadeshi as a political weapon against colonial rule, many 
industrialists regarded it primarily as an economic opportunity for expanding Indian markets. 

Conclusion 

Although industrialists benefited from the Swadeshi movement, they remained politically 
cautious during the early period. Their support for nationalism increased only when colonial 
policies began to obstruct their long-term economic interests. 

 

2) Discuss the Varying Positions of the Indian Capitalists with Regard to the National 
Movement in the Period Between 1930 and 1942 

The relationship between Indian capitalists and the national movement between 1930 and 1942 
was complex. While many industrialists sympathized with nationalist objectives, they were often 
cautious about mass movements and political confrontations. 

(a) Attitude During the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–34) 



 
Many leading industrialists opposed certain British economic policies and supported 
constitutional reforms. 

However: 

●​ They were uncomfortable with prolonged mass agitation. 
●​ They feared disruption of trade and industry. 

Some industrialists provided indirect financial support to Congress but preferred negotiated 
settlements. 

(b) Support for Constitutional Change 

Organizations such as the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
increasingly demanded: 

●​ Greater Indian participation in government, 
●​ Fiscal autonomy, 
●​ Protective tariffs, 
●​ Economic policies favourable to Indian industry. 

These demands often coincided with nationalist objectives. 

(c) Differences Within the Capitalist Class 

The capitalist class was not united. 

Supportive Group 

Industrialists such as Ghanshyam Das Birla and Jamnalal Bajaj maintained close relations with 
Congress leaders and often supported nationalist causes. 

Cautious Group 

Other businessmen preferred cooperation with the colonial government and avoided direct 
involvement in political movements. 

(d) Position During Congress Ministries (1937–39) 

The formation of Congress ministries in several provinces reassured many industrialists. 

They appreciated: 

●​ Administrative stability, 
●​ Economic reforms, 
●​ Greater consultation with Indian business interests. 



 
As a result, relations between Congress and capitalists improved. 

(e) Attitude Towards the Quit India Movement (1942) 

Most industrialists did not openly support the Quit India Movement. 

Reasons included: 

1.​ Fear of government repression. 
2.​ Concern about wartime economic disruptions. 
3.​ Anxiety regarding labour unrest and radical politics. 

Many industrialists preferred constitutional negotiations rather than revolutionary confrontation. 

Conclusion 

Between 1930 and 1942, Indian capitalists generally supported the broader objective of 
self-government but remained cautious about militant mass movements. Their support for 
nationalism was shaped largely by economic considerations. 

 

3) Give a Brief Assessment of the Indian Capitalists' Attitude to the Congress 

The relationship between Indian capitalists and the Indian National Congress evolved over time. 
While differences existed, both groups increasingly found common ground in opposing colonial 
economic policies. 

Areas of Agreement 

(a) Opposition to Colonial Economic Policies 

Both Congress and Indian capitalists criticized: 

●​ Discriminatory tariffs, 
●​ British economic domination, 
●​ Restrictions on Indian industrial growth. 

They shared an interest in promoting national economic development. 

(b) Support for Economic Nationalism 

Capitalists generally welcomed Congress support for: 

●​ Swadeshi, 



 
●​ Indigenous industries, 
●​ Economic self-reliance. 

These policies helped create a larger market for Indian products. 

Areas of Difference 

(a) Attitude Towards Mass Movements 

Congress frequently mobilized workers, peasants, and other social groups. 

Industrialists feared: 

●​ Labour militancy, 
●​ Strikes, 
●​ Class conflict, 
●​ Economic instability. 

(b) Social and Economic Reforms 

Some Congress leaders advocated measures that concerned industrialists, including: 

●​ Labour protections, 
●​ Social welfare policies, 
●​ Greater state intervention. 

Growth of Cooperation 

By the 1930s and 1940s: 

●​ Many industrialists developed close relations with Congress leaders. 
●​ They increasingly viewed Congress as the likely governing authority of an independent 

India. 
●​ Financial and moral support for Congress expanded. 

Industrialists believed that national independence would provide better opportunities for 
industrial growth. 

Historical Assessment 

Historians such as Bipan Chandra argue that Indian capitalists generally supported the 
anti-colonial struggle while maintaining their own class interests. They neither completely 
controlled Congress nor remained entirely detached from it. 

Conclusion 



 
The attitude of Indian capitalists towards Congress was characterized by cooperation as well as 
caution. While they supported economic nationalism and political self-government, they 
remained wary of radical mass politics and sought to protect their business interests. 
Nevertheless, by the 1940s many capitalists regarded Congress as the principal vehicle for 
achieving national independence and economic development. 

1) How Did the Failure of the Revolt of 1857 Transform the Position of the Landlords? 

The Revolt of 1857 marked a turning point in the relationship between the British Government 
and the landlord class. After suppressing the revolt, the British adopted policies that strengthened 
loyal landlords and made them an important pillar of colonial rule. 

(a) Change in British Policy 

Before 1857, the British often attempted administrative and land reforms that weakened 
traditional landed elites. After the revolt, they realized the importance of securing the support of 
influential social groups. 

As a result: 

●​ Loyal landlords received protection and privileges. 
●​ The government abandoned many reformist measures that threatened landlord interests. 

(b) Strengthening of Zamindari Rights 

The British recognized landlords as reliable allies. 

They: 

●​ Confirmed proprietary rights over land. 
●​ Protected zamindari interests through legal measures. 
●​ Reduced challenges to landlord authority. 

(c) Political Importance of Landlords 

Landlords became intermediaries between the colonial state and rural society. 

They: 

●​ Helped maintain law and order. 
●​ Assisted in revenue collection. 
●​ Influenced local politics and administration. 

(d) Social Prestige and Economic Power 



 
The support of the colonial government enhanced: 

●​ Their social status, 
●​ Political influence, 
●​ Economic dominance over peasants. 

(e) Emergence of a Conservative Rural Elite 

The landlord class generally remained loyal to British rule because colonial policies protected 
their interests against peasant resistance. 

Conclusion 

The failure of the Revolt of 1857 transformed landlords into one of the strongest social bases of 
colonial rule. British policies strengthened their economic and political position, enabling them 
to dominate rural society for several decades. 

 

2) Discuss the Relationship Between the Nationalists and the Landlords During the 1920s 
and 1930s 

The relationship between the Indian National Congress and landlords during the 1920s and 
1930s was complex and often contradictory. 

(a) Congress as a Broad National Coalition 

Congress attempted to unite all sections of Indian society against colonial rule. 

Its membership included: 

●​ Peasants, 
●​ Landlords, 
●​ Industrialists, 
●​ Professionals, 
●​ Middle classes. 

Therefore, Congress avoided policies that might alienate influential landlords. 

(b) Support of Some Landlords 

Many landlords supported nationalist activities. 

Some: 



 
●​ Joined Congress organizations. 
●​ Donated funds to nationalist campaigns. 
●​ Participated in legislative politics. 

They opposed colonial rule but wished to protect their landed interests. 

(c) Growth of Peasant Movements 

The emergence of peasant organizations created tensions. 

Movements in: 

●​ Awadh, 
●​ Bihar, 
●​ Andhra, 
●​ Bengal, 

often challenged landlord authority through demands for: 

●​ Lower rents, 
●​ Security of tenure, 
●​ Protection from eviction. 

(d) Congress's Balancing Strategy 

Congress generally tried to balance peasant demands with landlord interests. 

It: 

●​ Supported moderate agrarian reforms. 
●​ Discouraged violent confrontations. 
●​ Emphasized national unity over class conflict. 

(e) Increasing Tensions in the 1930s 

The rise of Kisan Sabhas under leaders such as Swami Sahajanand Saraswati increased pressure 
on Congress. 

Many landlords became uneasy with: 

●​ Radical peasant demands, 
●​ Anti-zamindari campaigns, 
●​ Growing agrarian militancy. 

Conclusion 



 
During the 1920s and 1930s, Congress maintained a cautious relationship with landlords. While 
seeking their support in the national movement, it also had to respond to growing peasant 
demands for agrarian reforms. 

 

3) In What Ways Did the Militant Peasant Movements Help in Undermining the Position of 
the Landlords? 

Militant peasant movements played a significant role in weakening the economic, social, and 
political dominance of landlords during the late colonial period. 

(a) Challenge to Economic Exploitation 

Peasant movements opposed: 

●​ High rents, 
●​ Illegal cesses, 
●​ Forced labour, 
●​ Arbitrary exactions. 

By resisting these practices, peasants directly challenged the economic foundations of landlord 
power. 

(b) Growth of Peasant Organizations 

Organizations such as Kisan Sabhas helped peasants unite and organize collective action. 

These organizations: 

●​ Raised political awareness. 
●​ Encouraged resistance against exploitation. 
●​ Reduced peasants' dependence on landlords. 

(c) Decline of Traditional Authority 

Earlier, landlords exercised considerable social and political control over villages. 

Peasant mobilization: 

●​ Questioned landlord authority. 
●​ Encouraged peasants to assert their rights. 
●​ Reduced the prestige of the landlord class. 

(d) Influence on National Politics 



 
Militant peasant movements compelled Congress and other political organizations to address 
agrarian issues. 

Demands included: 

●​ Rent reduction, 
●​ Tenancy reforms, 
●​ Protection from eviction, 
●​ Abolition of zamindari. 

(e) Examples of Militant Peasant Movements 

Bihar Kisan Movement 

Led by Swami Sahajanand Saraswati, it challenged zamindari exploitation and strengthened 
peasant consciousness. 

Tebhaga Movement 

In Bengal, sharecroppers demanded two-thirds of the produce, directly challenging landlord 
control. 

Telangana Movement 

Peasants resisted feudal oppression and landlord domination under the Nizam's administration. 

(f) Preparation for Post-Independence Reforms 

The pressure generated by peasant movements influenced post-independence governments to 
introduce: 

●​ Zamindari abolition, 
●​ Land reforms, 
●​ Tenancy legislation. 

Thus, the long-term position of landlords was substantially weakened. 

Conclusion 

Militant peasant movements undermined landlord power by challenging economic exploitation, 
reducing social authority, promoting political consciousness, and creating pressure for agrarian 
reforms. These struggles played a crucial role in transforming rural society and paving the way 
for the eventual abolition of the zamindari system. 



 
1) Why Was the Gandhian Method of Mass Mobilisation Effective in Bringing Women to 
Public Life? 

The Gandhian phase of the Indian National Movement marked a turning point in the 
participation of women in public and political life. Before Gandhi, women's involvement in 
politics was largely confined to educated and elite sections of society. Gandhi transformed the 
national movement into a mass movement and created opportunities for women from diverse 
social backgrounds. 

(a) Use of Non-Violent Methods 

Mahatma Gandhi based the struggle on Satyagraha and Ahimsa (non-violence). 

●​ Women could participate without engaging in violent confrontations. 
●​ Non-violent protest was considered socially acceptable for women. 
●​ It enabled large-scale female participation in public activities. 

(b) Simple Forms of Participation 

Gandhi introduced activities that women could easily undertake: 

●​ Spinning khadi, 
●​ Boycott of foreign cloth, 
●​ Picketing liquor and foreign cloth shops, 
●​ Participation in processions and meetings. 

These activities linked domestic work with national service. 

(c) Emphasis on Equality 

Gandhi believed that women possessed qualities such as courage, sacrifice, and moral strength. 

●​ He encouraged women to become active participants in the freedom struggle. 
●​ He rejected the notion that politics was exclusively a male sphere. 

(d) Expansion of Mass Politics 

Movements such as: 

●​ Non-Cooperation (1920–22), 
●​ Civil Disobedience (1930–34), 
●​ Quit India Movement (1942), 

opened new spaces for women's political participation. 



 
(e) Emergence of Women Leaders 

Women leaders such as: 

●​ Sarojini Naidu, 
●​ Kasturba Gandhi, 
●​ Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay, 
●​ Aruna Asaf Ali 

became symbols of women's political empowerment. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi's methods successfully integrated women into the national movement by providing 
non-violent, accessible, and socially acceptable forms of political participation. As a result, 
women emerged as an important force in India's freedom struggle. 

 

2) Discuss the Relationship Between Feminism and Growth of National Consciousness 
Among Women 

The growth of national consciousness among women was closely connected with the 
development of feminist ideas in India during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

(a) Social Reform and Women's Awakening 

Social reform movements raised issues such as: 

●​ Women's education, 
●​ Child marriage, 
●​ Widow remarriage, 
●​ Women's rights. 

These reforms encouraged women to participate more actively in society. 

(b) Nationalism as a Source of Empowerment 

The nationalist movement provided women with opportunities to enter public life. 

Women: 

●​ Joined political campaigns, 
●​ Attended public meetings, 
●​ Participated in demonstrations, 



 
●​ Became members of political organizations. 

Nationalism helped women develop a sense of citizenship and public responsibility. 

(c) Feminist Demands Within Nationalism 

Women leaders increasingly demanded: 

●​ Equal educational opportunities, 
●​ Voting rights, 
●​ Political representation, 
●​ Legal reforms. 

Organizations such as the All India Women's Conference played an important role in advancing 
these demands. 

(d) Mutual Influence of Feminism and Nationalism 

Nationalism encouraged women to challenge traditional restrictions, while feminism broadened 
the meaning of freedom by including gender equality. 

Women began to argue that: 

●​ National independence should be accompanied by women's emancipation. 
●​ Political freedom alone was insufficient without social justice. 

(e) Limitations 

Despite progress: 

●​ Many nationalist leaders continued to view women primarily as symbols of sacrifice and 
motherhood. 

●​ Full gender equality remained unrealized. 

Thus, tensions sometimes existed between feminist aspirations and nationalist priorities. 

Conclusion 

Feminism and nationalism developed in a mutually reinforcing manner. The nationalist 
movement enabled women's political participation, while feminist ideas expanded the struggle 
for freedom to include women's rights and equality. 

 

3) What Was the Role of Women in Revolutionary and Left Movements in India? 



 
Women made significant contributions to revolutionary organizations and left-wing movements 
during the freedom struggle. Their participation challenged traditional gender roles and 
demonstrated their commitment to both national liberation and social transformation. 

(a) Role in Revolutionary Movements 

Women actively participated in revolutionary activities, especially in Bengal and Punjab. 

Their contributions included: 

●​ Carrying secret messages, 
●​ Sheltering revolutionaries, 
●​ Transporting arms, 
●​ Participating directly in revolutionary actions. 

Important Women Revolutionaries 

Pritilata Waddedar 

●​ Participated in anti-colonial revolutionary activities. 
●​ Led the attack on the Pahartali European Club in 1932. 

Kalpana Datta 

●​ Associated with the Chittagong revolutionary group. 
●​ Worked closely with revolutionary activists. 

Bina Das 

●​ Attempted to assassinate the Governor of Bengal as a protest against colonial rule. 

(b) Role in Left Movements 

Women also played an important role in socialist, communist, labour, and peasant movements. 

Participation in Labour Movements 

Women workers: 

●​ Joined strikes, 
●​ Organized trade unions, 
●​ Demanded better wages and working conditions. 

Participation in Peasant Movements 

Women participated actively in: 



 
Tebhaga Movement 

●​ Mobilized rural women. 
●​ Supported peasant resistance against landlords. 

Telangana Rebellion 

●​ Women carried messages, organized protests, and in some cases joined armed resistance. 

(c) Leadership in Left Politics 

Prominent women associated with left movements included: 

●​ Manikuntala Sen, 
●​ Sucheta Kripalani, 
●​ Aruna Asaf Ali. 

These leaders worked to connect women's issues with broader struggles for social and economic 
justice. 

(d) Significance 

Women's participation in revolutionary and left movements: 

1.​ Challenged patriarchal restrictions. 
2.​ Expanded the scope of political activism. 
3.​ Linked national freedom with social transformation. 
4.​ Strengthened both anti-colonial and class-based movements. 

Conclusion 

Women played a crucial role in revolutionary and left-wing movements by participating in 
underground activities, labour struggles, and peasant mobilizations. Their contribution not only 
strengthened the freedom struggle but also advanced the cause of women's political and social 
emancipation. 

1) Why Were the Important Dalit Leaders in Favour of Separate Electorates? 

The demand for separate electorates by Dalit leaders emerged from their concern that the 
Depressed Classes (Dalits) would remain politically marginalized in a Hindu-majority society. 
They believed that separate electorates were necessary to ensure genuine political representation 
and safeguard their interests. 

(a) Social Discrimination and Untouchability 



 
Dalits suffered from: 

●​ Untouchability, 
●​ Social exclusion, 
●​ Denial of access to public places, 
●​ Educational and economic disadvantages. 

Because of these conditions, Dalit leaders felt that upper-caste Hindus could not adequately 
represent their interests. 

(b) Need for Independent Political Representation 

The most prominent Dalit leader, B. R. Ambedkar, argued that Dalits constituted a distinct social 
and political community. 

According to him: 

●​ Dalits needed their own representatives. 
●​ Separate electorates would allow them to elect leaders of their choice. 
●​ Dependence on upper-caste representatives would perpetuate their subordination. 

(c) Lack of Confidence in Caste Hindu Leadership 

Many Dalit leaders believed that promises of social reform made by caste Hindu leaders had 
produced limited results. 

Therefore: 

●​ Political safeguards were considered essential. 
●​ Separate electorates were viewed as a means of protecting Dalit interests. 

(d) Influence of Minority Safeguards 

The British Government had already provided separate electorates for Muslims, Sikhs, and other 
minorities. 

Dalit leaders argued that: 

●​ The Depressed Classes also deserved similar political protection. 
●​ Their social disabilities justified special constitutional safeguards. 

(e) Communal Award of 1932 

The British Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald announced the Communal Award in 1932, 
granting separate electorates to the Depressed Classes. 



 
B. R. Ambedkar welcomed the Award because it recognized the political distinctiveness of 
Dalits. 

Conclusion 

Dalit leaders supported separate electorates because they believed that independent political 
representation was necessary to overcome centuries of social discrimination and ensure effective 
protection of Dalit interests. 

 

2) Discuss the Provisions of the Poona Pact 

The Poona Pact was signed on 24 September 1932 between Mahatma Gandhi and B. R. 
Ambedkar. It was a compromise reached after Gandhi opposed the Communal Award's provision 
of separate electorates for the Depressed Classes. 

Background 

●​ The Communal Award (1932) granted separate electorates to the Depressed Classes. 
●​ Gandhi believed that separate electorates would divide Hindu society permanently. 
●​ He began a fast unto death in Yeravada Jail. 
●​ Negotiations between Gandhi and Ambedkar led to the Poona Pact. 

Main Provisions 

(a) Joint Electorates 

●​ Separate electorates for the Depressed Classes were abolished. 
●​ Dalits would vote within the general Hindu electorate. 

(b) Reserved Seats 

The number of seats reserved for the Depressed Classes in provincial legislatures was increased 
significantly. 

●​ The Communal Award had provided 71 seats. 
●​ The Poona Pact increased the number to 148 seats. 

(c) Primary Elections 

●​ Members of the Depressed Classes would first elect a panel of candidates. 
●​ The final election would take place through joint electorates. 



 
This provision sought to ensure that Dalit representatives enjoyed support from their own 
community. 

(d) Representation in Central Legislature 

●​ Reserved representation was also provided in the Central Legislature. 

(e) Social and Educational Measures 

The Pact emphasized: 

●​ Educational advancement of Dalits, 
●​ Fair representation in public services, 
●​ Efforts for social upliftment. 

Significance 

1.​ Ended the immediate political crisis created by Gandhi's fast. 
2.​ Preserved Hindu electoral unity. 
3.​ Expanded political representation for Dalits. 
4.​ Became the foundation for later policies of reserved representation. 

Conclusion 

The Poona Pact represented a compromise between Gandhi's concern for Hindu unity and 
Ambedkar's demand for effective political safeguards. It shaped the future framework of Dalit 
political representation in India. 

 

3) Discuss the Manner in Which the Nationalist Leadership Tried to Integrate the Dalits 
Within the Mainstream of the National Movement 

The nationalist leadership recognized that the struggle against colonial rule could not succeed 
without addressing the issue of untouchability and integrating Dalits into the national movement. 

(a) Gandhi's Campaign Against Untouchability 

Mahatma Gandhi made the removal of untouchability an important part of his constructive 
programme. 

He: 

●​ Described untouchability as a social evil. 
●​ Urged caste Hindus to reform their attitudes. 



 
●​ Promoted social equality and dignity for Dalits. 

(b) Use of the Term "Harijan" 

Gandhi referred to Dalits as "Harijans" (Children of God). 

Although later criticized by many Dalit activists, the term reflected his effort to promote social 
respect and inclusion. 

(c) Harijan Sevak Sangh 

Following the Poona Pact, Gandhi helped establish the Harijan Sevak Sangh in 1932. 

Its objectives included: 

●​ Removal of untouchability, 
●​ Educational advancement, 
●​ Social welfare activities, 
●​ Opening public facilities to Dalits. 

(d) Inclusion in National Movements 

Congress encouraged Dalit participation in: 

●​ Non-Cooperation Movement, 
●​ Civil Disobedience Movement, 
●​ Quit India Movement. 

This broadened the social base of the national struggle. 

(e) Social Reform Programmes 

Nationalist leaders advocated: 

●​ Opening temples to Dalits, 
●​ Access to public wells and roads, 
●​ Expansion of educational opportunities, 
●​ Greater social interaction between castes. 

Temple Entry Movements 

Movements such as the Vaikom Satyagraha sought equal access to public spaces and challenged 
caste discrimination. 

(f) Constitutional and Political Measures 



 
Congress gradually accepted the need for political safeguards and representation for Dalits. 

Many leaders supported: 

●​ Reserved seats, 
●​ Educational assistance, 
●​ Measures for social justice. 

Limitations 

Despite these efforts: 

●​ Social discrimination continued in many regions. 
●​ Ambedkar criticized Congress for not adequately addressing structural inequalities. 
●​ Many Dalit activists felt that social reform alone was insufficient without political 

empowerment. 

Conclusion 

The nationalist leadership attempted to integrate Dalits into the mainstream through 
anti-untouchability campaigns, social reforms, political participation, and welfare measures. 
While these efforts helped broaden the national movement, debates between Gandhi and 
Ambedkar revealed differing approaches to achieving Dalit emancipation and equality. 

1) Evaluate the Relationship Between Congress and Muslim Minority from the Formation 
of Congress in 1885 to 1914 

The relationship between the Indian National Congress and the Muslim minority during 
1885–1914 was marked by cooperation, suspicion, and gradual political divergence. While 
Congress claimed to represent all Indians, many Muslim leaders remained hesitant to join it. 

Early Phase (1885–1905) 

Congress's Secular Outlook 

The Congress, founded in 1885, sought to represent all communities irrespective of religion. 

Leaders such as: 

●​ Dadabhai Naoroji, 
●​ Badruddin Tyabji, 

emphasized national unity and communal harmony. 

Muslim Participation 



 
Several Muslims participated in Congress activities, but overall Muslim involvement remained 
limited. 

Reasons included: 

●​ Fear of Hindu majority domination. 
●​ Differences in educational and political development. 
●​ Loyalty of some Muslim elites to the British Government. 

Influence of Aligarh Movement 

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan advised Muslims to stay away from Congress politics. 

He argued that: 

●​ Hindus and Muslims had distinct political interests. 
●​ Representative institutions might disadvantage Muslims due to their numerical minority. 

This created a degree of political distance between Congress and sections of the Muslim elite. 

Partition of Bengal and Swadeshi Movement 

The partition of Bengal in 1905 created new political tensions. 

While Congress opposed partition: 

●​ Many Muslim landlords and elites initially welcomed it. 
●​ The British encouraged communal divisions through the policy of "divide and rule." 

Formation of the Muslim League (1906) 

The establishment of the All-India Muslim League marked an important development. 

The League sought: 

●​ Protection of Muslim interests. 
●​ Political safeguards and separate representation. 

Separate Electorates (1909) 

The Morley-Minto Reforms introduced separate electorates for Muslims. 

Consequences: 

●​ Strengthened communal politics. 
●​ Encouraged political separation between Hindus and Muslims. 



 
●​ Weakened efforts toward a common nationalist platform. 

Towards Cooperation (1911–1914) 

Despite differences, signs of cooperation emerged: 

●​ Younger Muslim leaders increasingly supported nationalist politics. 
●​ Opposition to colonial policies brought some Congress and League leaders closer. 

Conclusion 

Between 1885 and 1914, Congress-Muslim relations evolved from cautious cooperation to 
increasing political separation. British policies, the Aligarh Movement, and separate electorates 
contributed to communal divisions, although efforts toward unity continued. 

 

2) Discuss the Orientation of Muslim Politics and Its Relationship with the Congress Since 
the Lucknow Pact Till the Partition 

The period from the Lucknow Pact (1916) to Partition (1947) witnessed major changes in 
Muslim politics and Congress-Muslim League relations. 

Lucknow Pact (1916) 

The Lucknow Pact represented the high point of Hindu-Muslim cooperation. 

Agreement between Congress and the Muslim League included: 

●​ Joint constitutional demands. 
●​ Acceptance of separate electorates by Congress. 
●​ Cooperation against colonial rule. 

Leaders such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Muhammad Ali Jinnah played important roles. 

Khilafat and Non-Cooperation Movement 

The Khilafat Movement (1919–24) strengthened Hindu-Muslim unity. 

Congress under Mahatma Gandhi supported Muslim concerns regarding the Ottoman Caliphate. 

Results: 

●​ Joint mass mobilization. 
●​ Expansion of anti-colonial politics. 



 
However, unity proved temporary. 

Rise of Communal Politics 

During the 1920s: 

●​ Hindu-Muslim riots increased. 
●​ Communal organizations gained influence. 
●​ Differences over constitutional safeguards intensified. 

Jinnah's Fourteen Points (1929) 

In response to constitutional debates, Jinnah presented the Fourteen Points demanding: 

●​ Federalism, 
●​ Provincial autonomy, 
●​ Protection of Muslim political rights. 

Congress did not fully accept these demands. 

Pakistan Resolution (1940) 

At the Lahore Resolution, the Muslim League demanded separate states for Muslims in 
north-western and eastern India. 

This marked a major shift in Muslim politics. 

Elections of 1945–46 

The League won most Muslim seats, demonstrating its political dominance among Muslims. 

The results: 

●​ Strengthened the demand for Pakistan. 
●​ Increased political polarization. 

Direct Action and Partition 

The League's Direct Action Day in 1946 was followed by widespread communal violence. 

The failure of negotiations led to: 

●​ Acceptance of partition by Congress. 
●​ Creation of Pakistan in 1947. 



 
Conclusion 

From the cooperation of the Lucknow Pact to the demand for Pakistan, Muslim politics 
underwent a profound transformation. The relationship between Congress and the Muslim 
League shifted from collaboration to confrontation, ultimately resulting in partition. 

 

3) Describe the Progress in the Relation Between Congress and the Sikhs Represented by 
the Akali Leadership 

The relationship between Congress and the Sikhs, particularly through the Akali movement, was 
characterized by cooperation against colonial rule as well as occasional differences regarding 
Sikh political interests. 

Background of the Akali Movement 

The Akali Movement emerged during the early 1920s to reform Sikh gurdwaras and remove 
corrupt mahants who were often supported by the colonial government. 

The movement aimed to: 

●​ Restore democratic control of gurdwaras. 
●​ Protect Sikh religious rights. 
●​ Resist colonial interference in religious affairs. 

Congress Support for Akali Agitation 

Congress supported the Akali struggle because: 

●​ It represented resistance to colonial authority. 
●​ It was based on non-violent methods similar to Gandhian satyagraha. 
●​ It strengthened anti-imperialist unity. 

Nankana Sahib Incident 

The tragic events at Nankana Sahib in 1921 generated widespread sympathy. 

Congress leaders expressed solidarity with the Akalis and condemned repression. 

Cooperation During Non-Cooperation Movement 

The Akali Movement and Non-Cooperation Movement developed close links. 

Both: 



 
●​ Opposed British rule. 
●​ Emphasized mass mobilization. 
●​ Utilized peaceful protest methods. 

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) 

The formation of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee strengthened Sikh 
organizational unity. 

Congress generally supported Sikh demands for control over religious institutions. 

Areas of Difference 

Despite cooperation, differences occasionally emerged regarding: 

●​ Minority safeguards, 
●​ Representation in legislatures, 
●​ Constitutional arrangements. 

Some Sikh leaders feared marginalization in future political settlements. 

Towards Independence 

During the 1930s and 1940s: 

●​ Many Akali leaders participated in anti-colonial politics. 
●​ Congress and Akali leaders often cooperated against British policies. 
●​ Sikh concerns regarding Punjab and partition became increasingly important. 

Conclusion 

The relationship between Congress and the Akali leadership was largely cooperative, particularly 
in the struggle against colonial rule. Although disagreements arose over minority rights and 
constitutional issues, both movements shared a common commitment to ending British rule and 
promoting Indian freedom. 

1) Discuss the Nature of the State in Colonial India 

The colonial state in India was established by the British primarily to serve imperial interests 
rather than the welfare of the Indian people. Historians have described it as an authoritarian, 
exploitative, and bureaucratic state designed to maintain British political and economic 
domination. 

(a) Instrument of Imperialism 



 
The primary objective of the colonial state was to safeguard British interests. 

It sought to: 

●​ Maintain political control over India. 
●​ Ensure economic exploitation of Indian resources. 
●​ Protect British trade and investments. 

Thus, the colonial state functioned as an instrument of imperialism. 

(b) Centralized Administration 

The British developed a highly centralized administrative system. 

Features included: 

●​ Concentration of power in the hands of the Governor-General and Viceroy. 
●​ Bureaucratic administration through the Indian Civil Service (ICS). 
●​ Limited participation of Indians in decision-making. 

(c) Economic Exploitation 

The colonial state facilitated: 

●​ Heavy land revenue collection. 
●​ Drain of wealth to Britain. 
●​ Promotion of British industries at the expense of Indian industries. 

Nationalist leaders argued that colonial policies impoverished India. 

(d) Repressive Character 

The state relied heavily on coercion to suppress opposition. 

Examples include: 

●​ Repressive laws, 
●​ Censorship of the press, 
●​ Arrest of political activists, 
●​ Use of police and military force against popular movements. 

Events such as the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre demonstrated its coercive nature. 

(e) Limited Constitutional Reforms 

The British introduced reforms such as: 



 
●​ Indian Councils Act (1909), 
●​ Government of India Act (1919), 
●​ Government of India Act (1935). 

However: 

●​ Real power remained with the colonial government. 
●​ Democratic participation was limited. 

(f) Contradictory Role 

While the colonial state introduced: 

●​ Modern education, 
●​ Railways, 
●​ Postal services, 
●​ Legal institutions, 

these developments primarily served imperial interests and administrative efficiency. 

Conclusion 

The colonial state in India was fundamentally an imperial state aimed at maintaining British 
domination. Although it introduced certain modern institutions, its basic character remained 
exploitative, authoritarian, and anti-national. 

 

2) Describe the Gandhian Strategy to Fight Against Imperialism in India 

Mahatma Gandhi developed a unique strategy to challenge British imperialism. His approach 
transformed the national movement into a mass struggle involving millions of ordinary Indians. 

(a) Satyagraha 

The foundation of Gandhi's strategy was Satyagraha (truth-force). 

It involved: 

●​ Resistance to injustice through moral means. 
●​ Non-violent opposition to oppressive laws. 
●​ Willingness to suffer rather than inflict suffering. 

(b) Non-Violence (Ahimsa) 



 
Gandhi regarded non-violence as both a moral principle and a political weapon. 

Advantages: 

●​ Enabled mass participation. 
●​ Reduced the legitimacy of colonial repression. 
●​ United diverse social groups. 

(c) Mass Mobilisation 

Gandhi transformed nationalism into a mass movement by involving: 

●​ Peasants, 
●​ Workers, 
●​ Women, 
●​ Students, 
●​ Middle classes. 

Major movements included: 

●​ Non-Cooperation Movement (1920–22), 
●​ Civil Disobedience Movement (1930–34), 
●​ Quit India Movement (1942). 

(d) Constructive Programme 

Gandhi emphasized constructive work alongside political struggle. 

Activities included: 

●​ Promotion of khadi, 
●​ Removal of untouchability, 
●​ Village development, 
●​ Hindu-Muslim unity, 
●​ National education. 

(e) Economic Nationalism 

Gandhi promoted: 

●​ Swadeshi, 
●​ Boycott of foreign goods, 
●​ Self-reliance. 

The spinning wheel became a symbol of economic resistance to colonialism. 



 
(f) Flexible Strategy 

Gandhi adjusted tactics according to political circumstances. 

He: 

●​ Negotiated when necessary. 
●​ Suspended movements if violence occurred. 
●​ Combined agitation with dialogue. 

Significance 

The Gandhian strategy: 

1.​ Made nationalism a mass movement. 
2.​ Undermined the moral authority of British rule. 
3.​ United diverse sections of Indian society. 
4.​ Strengthened anti-colonial consciousness. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi's strategy combined non-violence, mass mobilization, constructive work, and economic 
nationalism. It became the dominant approach of the Indian National Movement and played a 
crucial role in weakening British imperialism. 

 

3) What Were Other Strategies Which Were Presented as Alternatives to the Gandhian 
Strategy? 

Although Gandhian methods dominated the national movement, several alternative strategies 
emerged. These reflected differing views on how colonial rule should be challenged. 

(a) Revolutionary Nationalism 

Revolutionary groups believed that armed struggle was necessary to overthrow British rule. 

Prominent revolutionaries included: 

●​ Bhagat Singh, 
●​ Chandrasekhar Azad, 
●​ Surya Sen. 

Features 



 
●​ Use of revolutionary violence. 
●​ Attacks on colonial institutions. 
●​ Sacrifice and martyrdom as sources of inspiration. 

Limitations 

●​ Limited mass base. 
●​ Severe government repression. 

 

(b) Socialist and Communist Strategy 

Socialists and communists emphasized class struggle. 

They argued that: 

●​ National liberation should be linked with social and economic transformation. 
●​ Workers and peasants should play the leading role. 

Organizations included: 

●​ Communist Party of India, 
●​ Congress Socialist Party. 

Objectives 

●​ End colonial rule. 
●​ Abolish economic exploitation. 
●​ Establish social justice. 

 

(c) Constitutional Politics 

Moderate leaders preferred constitutional methods. 

They: 

●​ Participated in legislatures. 
●​ Negotiated with the British Government. 
●​ Sought gradual reforms. 

Leaders associated with this approach included: 

●​ Tej Bahadur Sapru, 
●​ M. R. Jayakar. 



 
 

(d) Subhas Chandra Bose's Strategy 

Subhas Chandra Bose differed from Gandhi on several issues. 

He advocated: 

●​ More militant action. 
●​ Strong centralized leadership. 
●​ International alliances against Britain. 

During the Second World War he organized the Indian National Army to liberate India through 
armed struggle. 

 

(e) Peasant and Labour-Based Radical Movements 

Some activists emphasized: 

●​ Agrarian struggles, 
●​ Labour movements, 
●​ Class mobilization. 

They believed that mass economic struggles could weaken colonial rule more effectively. 

Examples include: 

●​ Tebhaga Movement, 
●​ Telangana Rebellion. 

Comparative Assessment 

Gandhian Strategy Alternative Strategies 

Non-violent Often militant or revolutionary 

Broad mass participation Sometimes limited to specific groups 

Moral pressure on the British Direct confrontation with colonial power 

National unity emphasized Greater emphasis on class or revolutionary 
goals 

Conclusion 



 
Several alternatives to the Gandhian strategy emerged, including revolutionary nationalism, 
socialism, communism, constitutional politics, and Bose's militant approach. While these 
strategies contributed significantly to the anti-colonial struggle, Gandhian methods remained the 
most influential because they successfully mobilized millions of Indians and provided a unified 
framework for the national movement. 

1) Discuss the Nature of Communalism Before 1920 

Communalism refers to an ideology that views people belonging to different religious 
communities as having separate and often conflicting political, social, and economic interests. 
Before 1920, communalism in India was still developing and had not yet become the dominant 
force in politics. 

(a) Colonial Policy of Divide and Rule 

The British encouraged communal divisions to weaken the growth of Indian nationalism. 

They: 

●​ Promoted separate political identities. 
●​ Highlighted religious differences. 
●​ Encouraged competition between communities. 

This policy helped communal tendencies grow. 

(b) Socio-Economic Factors 

The emergence of modern education and government employment created competition among 
communities. 

●​ Different groups competed for jobs and political representation. 
●​ Religious identities were increasingly used to advance political claims. 

(c) Role of the Aligarh Movement 

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan encouraged Muslims to pursue modern education but remained cautious 
about Congress politics. 

He feared that: 

●​ Representative institutions might lead to Hindu domination. 
●​ Muslim interests required separate political safeguards. 

(d) Formation of the Muslim League 



 
The All-India Muslim League was established to protect Muslim political interests. 

Initially: 

●​ It remained loyal to the British Government. 
●​ It did not demand partition. 
●​ It focused on constitutional safeguards. 

(e) Separate Electorates 

The Morley-Minto Reforms introduced separate electorates for Muslims. 

This: 

●​ Institutionalized communal representation. 
●​ Encouraged politics based on religious identity. 
●​ Strengthened communal consciousness. 

(f) Limited Character of Communalism 

Before 1920: 

●​ Communal politics remained largely confined to educated elites. 
●​ Mass communal mobilization had not yet emerged. 
●​ Nationalist and communal tendencies coexisted. 

Conclusion 

Communalism before 1920 was primarily an elite political phenomenon encouraged by colonial 
policies and separate electorates. It had not yet become a mass movement, and possibilities for 
Hindu-Muslim cooperation still existed. 

 

2) What Were the Changes in the Communal Politics in the Wake of the Government of 
India Act of 1919 and the Khilafat Movement? 

The period after 1919 witnessed significant changes in communal politics. Both the Government 
of India Act of 1919 and the Khilafat Movement influenced relations between religious 
communities and transformed the nature of political mobilization. 

(a) Impact of the Government of India Act, 1919 

The Act expanded: 



 
●​ Legislative councils, 
●​ Electoral participation, 
●​ Separate electorates. 

Consequences 

●​ Communal representation became more deeply entrenched. 
●​ Political competition increasingly took place along communal lines. 
●​ Leaders often appealed to religious identities during elections. 

(b) Khilafat Movement and Hindu-Muslim Unity 

The Khilafat Movement emerged to defend the Ottoman Caliphate after World War I. 

Congress Support 

Mahatma Gandhi supported the movement and linked it with the Non-Cooperation Movement. 

Results: 

●​ Temporary strengthening of Hindu-Muslim unity. 
●​ Joint political mobilization against British rule. 
●​ Expansion of mass politics. 

(c) Breakdown of Unity 

After the decline of the Khilafat Movement: 

●​ Hindu-Muslim cooperation weakened. 
●​ Communal organizations gained influence. 
●​ Religious tensions increased. 

(d) Rise of Organized Communal Politics 

The 1920s witnessed the growth of: 

●​ Hindu Mahasabha, 
●​ Muslim communal organizations, 
●​ Religious mobilization campaigns. 

Communal riots became more frequent. 

Conclusion 



 
The Government of India Act of 1919 strengthened communal representation, while the Khilafat 
Movement briefly promoted Hindu-Muslim unity. However, the collapse of that unity 
contributed to the rise of organized communal politics during the 1920s. 

 

3) Explain the Factors Responsible for the Failure of the Congress to Contain the Muslim 
League and Its Brand of Communal Politics 

The inability of Congress to contain the Muslim League's growth was the result of several 
political, social, and historical factors. 

(a) Separate Electorates and Colonial Policies 

British constitutional reforms encouraged communal politics through: 

●​ Separate electorates, 
●​ Reserved representation, 
●​ Recognition of religious communities as political units. 

These measures strengthened the League's position. 

(b) Muslim League's Organizational Growth 

Under Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the League transformed itself into a mass political organization. 

It: 

●​ Expanded its influence among Muslims. 
●​ Presented itself as the sole representative of Muslim interests. 

(c) Failure to Address Muslim Concerns 

Many Muslims feared: 

●​ Political domination by the Hindu majority. 
●​ Inadequate constitutional safeguards. 
●​ Loss of cultural and political autonomy. 

Congress was often unable to convince Muslim leaders that these concerns would be adequately 
addressed. 

(d) Provincial Politics After 1937 

The elections under the Government of India Act, 1935, created new tensions. 



 
Although Congress formed ministries in several provinces, the League claimed that: 

●​ Muslim interests were neglected. 
●​ Congress ministries reflected majoritarian tendencies. 

The League used these allegations to strengthen its support. 

(e) Pakistan Demand 

The Lahore Resolution provided a clear political objective. 

The demand for Pakistan: 

●​ Mobilized Muslim opinion. 
●​ Increased support for the League. 
●​ Deepened communal polarization. 

(f) Weak Congress Presence in Muslim-Majority Areas 

Congress remained relatively weak in several Muslim-majority regions such as: 

●​ Punjab, 
●​ Sind, 
●​ Bengal. 

This limited its ability to challenge the League effectively. 

(g) Communal Violence 

The communal disturbances of 1946 intensified fear and mistrust. 

Events following Direct Action Day strengthened support for partition and weakened the 
prospects of national unity. 

Conclusion 

The Congress failed to contain the Muslim League because of colonial policies, organizational 
weaknesses, communal fears, political developments after 1937, and the growing appeal of the 
Pakistan demand. 

 

4) Critically Analyze Nehru's Views on Communalism 

Jawaharlal Nehru developed a comprehensive interpretation of communalism and regarded it as 
one of the greatest threats to Indian nationalism. 



 
Nehru's Understanding of Communalism 

(a) Communalism as a Political Ideology 

Nehru argued that communalism was not merely religious devotion. 

According to him: 

●​ It was a political ideology using religion for political purposes. 
●​ It created artificial divisions among Indians. 

(b) Product of Colonial Rule 

Nehru believed that British policies encouraged communalism through: 

●​ Divide and rule tactics, 
●​ Separate electorates, 
●​ Communal representation. 

He saw colonialism and communalism as closely linked. 

(c) Economic and Social Roots 

Nehru emphasized that communalism often reflected: 

●​ Economic competition, 
●​ Social insecurity, 
●​ Political ambitions of elite groups. 

Thus, communalism was not simply a religious issue. 

(d) Commitment to Secular Nationalism 

Nehru advocated: 

●​ Secular democracy, 
●​ Equal citizenship, 
●​ National unity beyond religious identities. 

He believed India should be a nation based on citizenship rather than religion. 

Critical Evaluation 

Strengths of Nehru's Interpretation 

1.​ Highlighted the political nature of communalism. 



 
2.​ Exposed the role of colonial policies. 
3.​ Promoted secularism and national integration. 
4.​ Linked communalism with socio-economic factors. 

Limitations 

Some historians argue that: 

●​ Nehru underestimated the emotional and cultural dimensions of religious identity. 
●​ He gave excessive importance to economic explanations. 
●​ Congress did not always translate secular ideals into effective political strategies. 

Subaltern and revisionist historians suggest that communal identities had deeper historical roots 
than Nehru acknowledged. 

Historical Significance 

Despite criticisms, Nehru's analysis became highly influential in post-independence India. 

His ideas shaped: 

●​ India's secular Constitution, 
●​ Policies of religious neutrality, 
●​ The vision of a pluralistic nation-state. 

Conclusion 

Nehru viewed communalism as a political and socio-economic phenomenon fostered by colonial 
rule and elite interests. His commitment to secular nationalism provided an important intellectual 
framework for modern India, although historians continue to debate the adequacy of his 
explanation for the rise of communal politics. 

1) What Were the Provisions of the Nehru Report? What Were Its Shortcomings? 

The Nehru Report (1928) was the first major constitutional proposal drafted by Indians 
themselves. It was prepared by the All Parties Conference under the chairmanship of Motilal 
Nehru. The report was a response to the challenge posed by the British Government that Indians 
should produce a constitution acceptable to various political groups. 

Main Provisions of the Nehru Report 

(a) Dominion Status 

●​ India should be granted Dominion Status within the British Commonwealth. 
●​ It should enjoy the same constitutional position as other dominions. 



 
(b) Parliamentary System 

●​ A parliamentary form of government was proposed. 
●​ The executive would be responsible to the legislature. 

(c) Federal Structure 

●​ India should have a federal system with a strong centre. 
●​ Provinces would enjoy autonomy in specified matters. 

(d) Fundamental Rights 

The report recommended: 

●​ Freedom of speech and expression. 
●​ Freedom of religion. 
●​ Equality before law. 
●​ Universal civil rights. 

(e) Adult Franchise 

●​ It advocated a broad franchise based on democratic principles. 

(f) Joint Electorates 

●​ Separate electorates were rejected. 
●​ Joint electorates with reservation of seats for minorities in certain areas were 

recommended. 

(g) Provincial Reorganization 

●​ Linguistic reorganization of provinces was supported. 
●​ Sind should be separated from Bombay Presidency. 

Shortcomings of the Nehru Report 

(a) Rejection by the Muslim League 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah opposed the report because: 

●​ It abolished separate electorates. 
●​ It did not provide adequate safeguards for Muslims. 

(b) Dominion Status Instead of Complete Independence 



 
Many younger nationalists, including Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhas Chandra Bose, felt that 
complete independence should have been demanded. 

(c) Lack of Consensus 

The report failed to secure agreement among all political groups and communities. 

(d) Strong Centre 

Some provincial leaders considered the proposed central government excessively powerful. 

Conclusion 

The Nehru Report was a landmark constitutional document that reflected Indian aspirations for 
self-government. However, disagreements over minority representation and constitutional 
safeguards limited its acceptance and contributed to future communal tensions. 

 

2) Discuss the Role of the Constituent Assembly in Making of the Indian Constitution 

The Constituent Assembly was responsible for framing the Constitution of independent India. It 
played a historic role in laying the foundations of democratic governance. 

Formation of the Constituent Assembly 

The Constituent Assembly was established under the Cabinet Mission Plan. 

●​ It first met on 9 December 1946. 
●​ After Partition, the Assembly functioned as the constitution-making body for India. 

Major Functions 

(a) Drafting the Constitution 

The Assembly debated and drafted the Constitution according to the needs and aspirations of 
independent India. 

(b) Establishment of Committees 

Several committees were formed to examine various constitutional issues. 

Important committees included: 

●​ Union Powers Committee, 



 
●​ Provincial Constitution Committee, 
●​ Fundamental Rights Committee, 
●​ Drafting Committee. 

(c) Drafting Committee 

The Drafting Committee was chaired by B. R. Ambedkar. 

Its responsibilities included: 

●​ Preparing the draft Constitution. 
●​ Incorporating decisions taken by the Assembly. 
●​ Revising constitutional provisions. 

(d) Extensive Debates 

The Assembly discussed: 

●​ Fundamental Rights, 
●​ Federalism, 
●​ Citizenship, 
●​ Judiciary, 
●​ Language policy, 
●​ Minority safeguards. 

Every provision was carefully debated before adoption. 

(e) Adoption of the Constitution 

●​ The Constitution was adopted on 26 November 1949. 
●​ It came into force on 26 January 1950. 

Significance 

1.​ Reflected democratic and nationalist aspirations. 
2.​ Established a sovereign democratic republic. 
3.​ Guaranteed fundamental rights. 
4.​ Created institutions for democratic governance. 

Conclusion 

The Constituent Assembly successfully transformed the ideals of the national movement into a 
constitutional framework. Its work remains one of the greatest achievements of modern India. 

 



 
3) Describe the Important Provisions of the Indian Constitution 

The Constitution of India is the supreme law of the country and provides the framework for 
governance, rights, and duties. 

(a) Sovereign Democratic Republic 

The Constitution establishes India as: 

●​ Sovereign, 
●​ Democratic, 
●​ Republic. 

Through later amendments, India is also described as Socialist and Secular. 

(b) Parliamentary System 

India adopted the British-style parliamentary system. 

Features include: 

●​ President as constitutional head. 
●​ Prime Minister and Council of Ministers responsible to Parliament. 

(c) Federal Structure with Strong Centre 

The Constitution provides: 

●​ Union Government, 
●​ State Governments, 
●​ Division of powers through Union, State, and Concurrent Lists. 

However, the Centre possesses significant powers. 

(d) Fundamental Rights 

Citizens are guaranteed rights such as: 

●​ Right to Equality, 
●​ Right to Freedom, 
●​ Freedom of Religion, 
●​ Cultural and Educational Rights, 
●​ Constitutional Remedies. 

These rights protect individual liberty and democracy. 



 
(e) Directive Principles of State Policy 

The Constitution contains guidelines for the government to establish: 

●​ Social justice, 
●​ Economic welfare, 
●​ Equal opportunities, 
●​ Welfare state principles. 

Though not legally enforceable, they guide public policy. 

(f) Independent Judiciary 

The Constitution establishes an independent judiciary headed by the Supreme Court of India. 

Functions: 

●​ Protect Fundamental Rights. 
●​ Interpret the Constitution. 
●​ Resolve disputes between Union and States. 

(g) Universal Adult Franchise 

Every adult citizen has the right to vote regardless of: 

●​ Religion, 
●​ Caste, 
●​ Gender, 
●​ Wealth. 

This provision made India one of the world's largest democracies. 

(h) Secularism 

The Constitution guarantees equal treatment of all religions. 

The state: 

●​ Has no official religion. 
●​ Protects religious freedom. 

(i) Safeguards for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 

Special provisions include: 

●​ Reservation in legislatures, 



 
●​ Reservation in educational institutions and public employment, 
●​ Measures for social justice. 

(j) Fundamental Duties 

Citizens are expected to: 

●​ Respect the Constitution, 
●​ Protect national unity, 
●​ Promote harmony, 
●​ Preserve cultural heritage. 

Conclusion 

The Indian Constitution combines democracy, federalism, secularism, social justice, and 
individual liberty. It reflects the ideals of the freedom struggle and provides the framework for 
governance in independent India. 

1) Discuss the Role Played by the Indian Nationalist Movement in Emphasizing the 
Principles of Democracy and Secularism in Independent India 

The Indian National Movement not only fought for political independence but also laid the 
foundations of democracy and secularism in independent India. Through its ideology, 
organizational practices, and mass movements, it nurtured democratic values and promoted 
national unity beyond religious divisions. 

(a) Promotion of Democratic Ideals 

From its inception in 1885, the Indian National Congress encouraged: 

●​ Representative institutions, 
●​ Civil liberties, 
●​ Freedom of speech and association, 
●​ Rule of law. 

Nationalist leaders consistently demanded greater participation of Indians in governance and 
opposed arbitrary colonial rule. 

Mass Participation 

Under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, the movement became a mass movement involving: 

●​ Peasants, 
●​ Workers, 
●​ Women, 



 
●​ Students, 
●​ Middle classes. 

This broadened the democratic character of Indian politics. 

(b) Development of Parliamentary Traditions 

Congress functioned through: 

●​ Elections, 
●​ Debates, 
●​ Committees, 
●​ Consensus-building. 

These practices familiarized Indians with democratic methods long before independence. 

(c) Commitment to Secularism 

The nationalist movement generally rejected the idea that religion should determine political 
identity. 

Leaders such as: 

●​ Jawaharlal Nehru, 
●​ Mahatma Gandhi, 
●​ Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

advocated unity among all religious communities. 

(d) Opposition to Communalism 

The Congress opposed communal politics and sought to build a common Indian identity. 

Important examples include: 

●​ Lucknow Pact (1916), 
●​ Khilafat-Non-Cooperation alliance, 
●​ Repeated appeals for Hindu-Muslim unity. 

(e) Influence on the Constitution 

The ideals of democracy and secularism were incorporated into the Constitution through: 

●​ Universal adult franchise, 
●​ Fundamental Rights, 
●​ Equality before law, 



 
●​ Freedom of religion, 
●​ Parliamentary democracy. 

Conclusion 

The nationalist movement played a decisive role in shaping India's democratic and secular 
foundations. Its commitment to representative government, civil liberties, and religious harmony 
greatly influenced the political structure of independent India. 

 

2) Do You Think That the Nationalist Movement Was Responsible for Evolving a Policy 
Framework for Economic Development in Independent India? 

Yes, the nationalist movement played a significant role in developing the economic ideas that 
later shaped independent India's development strategy. 

(a) Critique of Colonial Economy 

Nationalist leaders exposed the exploitative nature of colonial rule. 

Drain Theory 

Dadabhai Naoroji argued that British policies caused a "drain of wealth" from India. 

Nationalists criticized: 

●​ Economic exploitation, 
●​ Deindustrialization, 
●​ Excessive land revenue, 
●​ Foreign control of trade. 

(b) Economic Nationalism 

The Swadeshi Movement promoted: 

●​ Indigenous industries, 
●​ National self-reliance, 
●​ Protection of Indian enterprise. 

These ideas later influenced independent India's economic policies. 

(c) Industrial Development 

Nationalist leaders increasingly emphasized industrialization as essential for national progress. 



 
Leaders such as: 

●​ Jawaharlal Nehru, 
●​ Subhas Chandra Bose 

supported large-scale industrial development. 

(d) National Planning Committee 

In 1938, Congress established the National Planning Committee under the chairmanship of 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

The committee recommended: 

●​ Planned economic development, 
●​ Industrial growth, 
●​ State intervention, 
●​ Social justice. 

(e) Bombay Plan 

Leading industrialists such as: 

●​ J. R. D. Tata, 
●​ G. D. Birla 

proposed state-supported industrial development through the Bombay Plan (1944). 

(f) Agrarian Reforms 

Nationalist leaders advocated: 

●​ Reduction of landlord exploitation, 
●​ Protection of tenants, 
●​ Land reforms. 

These concerns influenced post-independence policies. 

Conclusion 

The nationalist movement developed important economic ideas including planning, 
industrialization, self-reliance, and social justice. These ideas formed the basis of India's 
economic policy after independence. 

 



 
3) Analyse the Weaknesses and Limitations of the Legacies of the Nationalist Movement in 
India 

Despite its enormous achievements, the nationalist movement left behind certain limitations and 
unresolved problems. 

(a) Failure to Prevent Partition 

One of the greatest limitations was the inability to maintain Hindu-Muslim unity. 

The growth of communal politics eventually led to: 

●​ Partition of India, 
●​ Massive communal violence, 
●​ Large-scale displacement of populations. 

(b) Incomplete Social Transformation 

Although the movement opposed social inequalities, many problems persisted: 

●​ Caste discrimination, 
●​ Untouchability, 
●​ Gender inequality, 
●​ Social exclusion. 

Political independence did not automatically eliminate these issues. 

(c) Agrarian Problems Remained 

Despite peasant participation in the freedom struggle: 

●​ Land reforms remained incomplete in many areas. 
●​ Rural poverty continued. 
●​ Agrarian inequalities persisted. 

(d) Limited Economic Transformation 

The nationalist movement developed broad economic goals but did not fully resolve: 

●​ Poverty, 
●​ Unemployment, 
●​ Regional disparities, 
●​ Economic inequality. 

These challenges continued after independence. 



 
(e) Weak Integration of Some Marginalized Groups 

Certain groups felt inadequately represented within mainstream nationalism. 

Examples include: 

●​ Sections of Dalits led by B. R. Ambedkar, 
●​ Some tribal communities, 
●​ Certain religious minorities. 

Their concerns sometimes differed from those of Congress leadership. 

(f) Persistence of Communalism 

Although nationalism promoted secularism, communal ideologies survived and continued to 
influence politics after independence. 

(g) Centralized Political Structure 

Some critics argue that the nationalist leadership favored a strong central government, leaving 
limited space for regional aspirations and local autonomy. 

Historical Assessment 

Historians such as Bipan Chandra emphasize the movement's democratic and secular 
achievements, while scholars like Ranajit Guha point to the incomplete incorporation of 
marginalized groups and local voices. 

Conclusion 

The nationalist movement left a rich legacy of democracy, secularism, anti-imperialism, and 
national unity. However, it also left unresolved challenges related to communalism, social 
inequality, economic disparities, and the representation of marginalized communities. These 
limitations continue to shape India's political and social development. 
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