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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS BY JONATHAN SWIFT 

Gulliver’s Travels is a satirical novel by Jonathan Swift, featuring Lemuel Gulliver’s voyages to fantastical 

lands: Lilliput, Brobdingnag, Laputa, and Houyhnhnm Land. Written in prose and divided into four parts, 

the novel critiques human nature, society, and politics, using exaggeration to highlight human folly, 

symbolism to represent pride and reason, and irony to expose the absurdity of societal customs. 

This module focuses specifically on Part I – A Voyage to Lilliput, covering the main characters, setting, 

synopsis, themes, conflicts, point of view, moral lessons, and important passages from this part only. 

Main Characters 

• Lemuel Gulliver – Ship’s surgeon and protagonist; becomes a giant in Lilliput  

• The Lilliputians – Tiny people, about six inches tall; proud, petty, and politically divided 

• Emperor of Lilliput – Ruler who tests Gulliver and represents authority and politics 

• Flimnap – Treasurer and court official; involved in political rivalries and plots 

• The Blefuscudians  – People of Lilliput’s rival island,  representing opposing political views and 

conflicts. 

Setting 

Gulliver’s Travels Part I is set on Lilliput and Blefuscu, fictional islands inhabited by tiny people. The story 

takes place in royal palaces, Lilliputian cities, and the surrounding countryside.  

Synopsis 

Gulliver’s Travels Part I begins with Lemuel Gulliver, a ship’s surgeon, being shipwrecked and waking up 

on Lilliput, an island of tiny people about six inches tall. The Lilliputians, amazed by his enormous size, tie 

him down to prevent his escape. 

Once he gains their trust, Gulliver meets the Emperor of Lilliput, who tests his loyalty and cleverness. 

Flimnap, the treasurer, and other court officials involve Gulliver in political matters, revealing the 

Lilliputians’ pride, strict rules, and petty rivalries. He also encounters the Blefuscudians, the rival islanders, 

during ongoing conflicts.  

The climax occurs when Gulliver uses his size and strength to help Lilliput defeat Blefuscu in a naval battle. 

Despite his help, Gulliver grows frustrated with the Lilliputians’ trivial disputes and narrow-minded 

politics.  

In the resolution, Gulliver leaves Lilliput, reflecting on the absurdity of pride, petty quarrels, and rigid 

social issues, while the story humorously shows the folly of human behavior. 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 
GE2506 

 

 
03 Handout 2A *Property of STI 
 Page 2 of 5 

  

Themes 

• Pride and Vanity – The Lilliputians’ obsession with rules, appearances, and small disputes highlights 

their arrogance and petty behavior. 

• Politics and Power – Conflicts between Lilliput and Blefuscu, along with court rivalries involving the 

Emperor and Flimnap, create unnecessary tension. 

• Perspective and Relativity – Gulliver’s giant size contrasts with the tiny Lilliputians, showing how 

viewpoint affects understanding. 

Conflict 

1. Character vs. Character 

• Gulliver vs. Lilliputians – Gulliver navigates the Lilliputians’ strict rules, court politics, and 

demands. 

2. Character vs. Self 

• Gulliver struggles to adapt to Lilliputian customs while reflecting on human pride and folly. 

3. Character vs. Society 

• Gulliver vs. Lilliputian Society – Gulliver faces a rigid, petty society that focuses on trivial disputes 

and absurd rules. 

Point of View (POV)  

Gulliver’s Travels Part I is told from a first-person perspective. Gulliver, the narrator, recounts his 

shipwreck, his capture by the Lilliputians, and his experiences in their society, sharing his thoughts, 

observations, and reactions to their customs, politics, and petty disputes. 

Moral of Gulliver’s Travels (Part 1: A Voyage to Lilliput) 

Gulliver’s Travels Part I teaches that pride, petty disputes, and blind ambition can cause unnecessary 

conflict and frustration. It shows the value of perspective, reason, and understanding others. Respect, 

humility, and wise judgment are important lessons learned through Gulliver’s experiences in Lilliput. 

Important Passages 

• “For the Lilliputians think nothing can be more unjust than that people, in subservience to their own 

appetites, to bring children into the world, and leave the burden of supporting them on the public.” 

– Gulliver, Part I, Chapter VI (on Lilliputians’ Views on Procreation) 

• “Of so little weight are the greatest services to princes when put into the balance with a refusal to 

gratify their passions.” – Gulliver, Part I, Chapter V (on the value of service) 

Gulliver’s Travels is a timeless satire that combines adventure, humor, and moral lessons, offering 

insights into human pride, politics, and folly through Gulliver’s encounters with strange societies. 
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THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN BY MARK TWAIN 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain follows Huck Finn’s travels along the Mississippi River. 

Although Huck first appears in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, this novel is not a direct sequel but focuses 

on his own story, exploring his moral growth and reflections on freedom and society. Written in prose, it 

captures 19th-century American speech and culture, using satire, irony, symbolism, and vernacular to give 

characters authentic voices. 

Main Characters 

• Huckleberry “Huck” Finn – Protagonist and narrator; adventurous, independent, and struggles with 

moral dilemmas 

• Jim – A runaway slave owned by Miss Watson; compassionate, loyal, and values freedom and 

friendship 

• Tom Sawyer – Huck’s friend; imaginative, adventurous, and clever; helps plan Jim’s escape 

• Pap Finn – Huck’s abusive, alcoholic father; selfish, and racist; sparks Huck’s escape 

• The Duke and the King  – Conmen; deceitful, greedy, and chaotic 

Setting 

The novel is set along the Mississippi River in 19th-century America. Key locations include the river, 

where travel and freedom unfold; towns along the shore, which reveal society’s rules; and cabins and 

farms, where personal struggles and conflicts take place. The setting feels dynamic and unpredictable, 

reflecting adventure, danger, and the search for independence. 

Synopsis 

Huckleberry “Huck” Finn runs away from his abusive father, Pap Finn, and meets Jim, a runaway slave, 

on the Mississippi River, where they travel seeking freedom.  

Along the way, they encounter the Duke and the King, conmen who deceive townspeople and create 

chaos, adding external obstacles. Tom Sawyer, Huck’s friend, appears later and helps plan an elaborate 

scheme to free Jim, adding adventure and imagination to their journey. Huck struggles with moral 

decisions, questioning whether helping Jim is right versus following society’s rules. 

The climax occurs when Huck and Tom help Jim escape from captivity, facing danger and uncertainty, 

while the Duke and the King’s schemes continue to challenge them.  

The immediate aftermath of the escape and the consequences of their actions unfold as the characters 

move past the obstacles created by the Duke and the King. In the resolution, Huck decides to continue his 

journey, asserting his independence, while Jim achieves his liberation. 

Themes 

• Freedom and Independence – Huck and Jim pursue freedom while questioning society’s rules. 

• Morality and Conscience – Huck struggles with doing what is right versus following societal 

expectations. 

• Friendship and Loyalty – Huck and Jim support each other through danger and uncertainty. 
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Conflict 

1. Character vs. Character 

• Huck vs. Pap Finn – Huck struggles to escape his father’s abuse and control. 

2. Character vs. Self 

• Huck struggles internally with whether helping Jim is morally right. 

 

3. Character vs. Society  

• Huck faces external conflict with societal expectations, laws, and racial prejudice. 

Point of View (POV) 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn uses first-person narration. It focuses on Huck’s thoughts, feelings, 

and perspective, giving readers direct insight into his morality, decisions, and experiences. 

Moral of The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn teaches that freedom, friendship, and doing what is right are more 

important than blindly following society’s rules. It emphasizes the value of morality, conscience, and 

loyalty in guiding one’s actions. 

Important Passages 

• “Human beings can be awful cruel to one another.” – Huck, Chapter 33 (observing society’s hypocrisy 

and injustice) 

• “I do believe he cared just as much for me as I did for him.” – Huck, Chapter 23 (realizing friendship 

and loyalty with Jim) 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a timeless story of freedom, friendship, and moral courage. Its 

events and choices continue to inspire reflection on ethics, conscience, and doing what is right. 
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