& Now Sociological
Imagination

The same formula works.

Question:

“Explain Sociological Imagination.”
Definition:

Sociological imagination is the ability to
connect personal troubles with wider public
issues and social forces. C. Wright Mills
developed this concept.

Explanation:

It helps us understand that some problems
experienced by individuals may be
connected to larger conditions in society.
Instead of seeing a problem only as an
individual's fault, sociological imagination
encourages us to examine the wider social
and historical circumstances.




Important points:

e Connects personal troubles with public
issues.

e Looks at wider social forces.

e Connects an individual's life experiences
with society.

e Helps us understand that individual
problems can sometimes have social
causes.

Example:

For example, if one graduate cannot find a
job, it may initially appear to be a personal
problem. However, if millions of graduates
are unemployed, we need to examine wider
Issues such as the economy, availability of
jobs and the relationship between
education and employment.



Conclusion:

Thus, sociological imagination helps

individuals understand the connection

between their personal experiences and
wider social conditions.




M Sociology and Common
Sense

D — Definition

Sociology is the systematic study of society,
social relationships and social life. Common
sense refers to ordinary knowledge and
beliefs developed through everyday
experiences, observations and traditions.

E — Explanation

Common sense gives us everyday
explanations about society, while sociology
does not simply accept these explanations.
Sociology questions them and investigates
social behaviour systematically using
evidence and research.

F — Key points
e Common sense is based on everyday
experience.

e Sociology is based on systematic research.

e Common sense may accept things as
obvious. J/

e Sociology questions and investigates what




e Sociology is based on systematic research.

e Common sense may accept things as
obvious.

e Sociology questions and investigates what
appears obvious.

EX — Example

For example, saying that poor people are
poor simply because they do not work hard
IS @ common-sense explanation. Sociology
would examine wider factors such as
education, employment opportunities,
economic conditions and inequality.

C — Conclusion

Thus, sociology goes beyond common sense
by systematically examining the reasons
behind social behaviour and social problems.




@ Sociology as a Science

D — Definition

Sociology is called a science because it
systematically studies society, human beings
and social relationships using observation,
research, evidence and analysis.

E — Explanation

Science is not limited to laboratories or
natural phenomena. It also refers to a
systematic method of gaining knowledge.
Sociologists collect and analyse evidence to
understand patterns of social behaviour.

F — Key points

e Systematic study

e Observation and research
e Collection of evidence

e Analysis of data

e Drawing conclusions based on evidence




EX — Example

For example, If a sociologist wants to study
whether social media affects students'
academic performance, they would collect
iInformation and analyse evidence rather
than simply assuming that social media
causes lower marks.

C — Conclusion

Therefore, sociology is a social science
because it uses systematic and
evidence-based methods to study society
and social relationships.




BB Sociology as a
Perspective

D — Definition

Sociological perspective is a way of
understanding human behaviour by looking
beyond the individual and examining the
wider social context.

E — Explanation

People's behaviour is influenced not only by
personal choices but also by family, culture,
education, economic conditions, institutions
and other social factors.

F — Key points

e Looks beyond individual explanations.
e Examines social context.
e Considers wider social factors.

e Helps us understand patterns of behaviour.




EX — Example

For example, if a student gets poor marks,
Instead of simply saying that the student
did not study, sociology may examine family
responsibilities, financial difficulties, school
environment and socilal pressures.

C — Conclusion

Thus, the sociological perspective helps us
understand individual behaviour in relation
to the wider society.
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BB Sociology as a
Humanistic Discipline

D — Definition

Sociology is called a humanistic discipline
because it studies human beings, their social
relationships, culture, values, experiences
and social problems.

E — Explanation

Sociology is concerned not only with social
facts and statistics but also with
understanding the human experiences and
meanings behind social life.

F — Key points

e Focuses on human beings.
e Studies social relationships.
e Examines culture and values.

e Studies human experiences and social
problems.

e Considers the hum N .eaning behind social
facts.
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BB Sociology as a
Humanistic Discipline

D — Definition

Sociology is called a humanistic discipline
because it studies human beings, their social
relationships, culture, values, experiences
and social problems.

E — Explanation

Sociology is concerned not only with social
facts and statistics but also with
understanding the human experiences and
meanings behind social life.

F — Key points

e Focuses on human beings.
e Studies social relationships.
e Examines culture and values.

e Studies human experiences and social
problems.




EX — Example

For example, while studying unemployment,
sociology may examine not only the number
of unemployed people but also how
unemployment affects their families,
relationships, experiences and future.

C — Conclusion

Therefore, sociology is humanistic because it
seeks to understand human beings and their
experiences within society.




