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ClearlAS

Kalasha

Amalaka

Shikhara

bhagrih
garbhagriha 7 Urushikhara

(inside)

Antarala

Mahamandapa

Mandapa

Ardhamandapa

Pradhakshina patha

Jagati
(raised platform)

Adhisthana
(basement)

Cll,:usr North Indian Temple Architecture (Nagara Style)

www.clearias.com

Temple Architecture and
Sculpture - Hindu, Buddhist and...

Visit >
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Asdha mandapa
(Entrance porch)

anga shikhara - The Artistic...
The Artistic Adventure of...

2 A
Shikhar [Spire) —
/ﬁ

/ Garbha-griha (Sanctum sanctorum|

Antaral (Vestibule)
a_ Kalash (Symbolic water pat]
B Amalak (Pure essencel

Al sl 98
Uru-shikar {Half spire] g/ a‘ |

Maha-mandap
L Mlarger assembly hall)
P . Mandap (Assembiy hall)

{ Aoy ¥ Ardh-mandap (Entrance
el porch)

Pradakshina
{Ambulatory)

Jangha (Walis)

Balconied windows

Jagail (Platform) —F
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Building Knowledge, Shaping Future Officers

. NAGARA STYLE T

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE

Temple built on a high platform.

+ Developed mainly o Py f :
in Northern India. el it Rekha-Prasad Phamsana Valabhi
called Shikhara, :
. - simple ~ broader and - wagon-shaped
* Found from the Himalayas | « Shikhara rises vertically and curvilinear tower. shorter roof. roof,

to the Vindhyas. ends with Amalaka and Kalasha.

Generally no large boundary 4. EXAMPLES

walls or gateways.

Garbhagriha connected
with Mandapa.

Khajuraho Temple Sun Temple Brihadeeswara Temple
(Madhya Pradesh) (Konark, Odisha) (Warangal, Telangana)

DRAVIDA STYLE

,, JEMPLE ARCHITECTURE T

A
Temple enclosed within

high compound walls. i ——— 3 i e—
* Developed mainly = Main tower called Vimana Vimana Mandapa Gopuram
in Southern India. is pyramid-shaped. above for rituals | as monumental
, herings. | 3
= Popular under * Presence of large entrance panchin sl pitherings i
Pallavas, Cholas, gateways known as Gopurams.

Pandyss, and Temple complex includes 4. EXAMPLES

Vijayanagara rulers

tanks, pillared halls, and
subsidiary shrines,

More emphasis on
horizontal expansion.

Brihadeeswara Temple Meenakshi Temple Shore Temple
(Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu)  (Madurai, Tamil Nadu) (Mahabalipuram, TN)

TEMPLE ARCHITECTURE
4 m » Combines curved Nagara

+ Developed mainly in Shikhara with Dravida

the Deccan region. Vimana elements.
« Seen in Karnataka = Temples often built on
and nearby areas. star-shaped platforms.
m = Highly decorative carvings 2 = N —
and sculptures. Hoysal aTemple Ked: Temple  Pattadakal Temples

* Mixture of Nagara and
Dravida styles. * Use of soapstone in many
* Developed mainly by the temples.
Chalukyas and Hoysalas.

(Halebidu, Karnataka) (Belur, Karnataka) (Karnataka)

DIFFERENCE AT A GLANCE

NAGARA DRAVIDA [ VESARA
9 Region North India South India Deccan India
A Main Tower Curved Shikhara Pyramid-shaped Vimana Mixed form
. ﬂ Gateway . Less prominent Huge Gopurams Moderate
& Layout Vertical emphasis Horizontal expansion Hybrid style
w Major Dynasties . Chandellas, Gahadavalas Cholas, Pallavas ‘ Chalukyas, Hoysalas

A ronTacTie. 212NA224601

<
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Amalaka v
@ Maha
Shikhara Mandapa

Uru
Ardha

Mandapa

-

- f Entrance
Adhisthana \ Garhis steps

Nagara Temples of India:
Architectural Vocabulary
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BASICS OF THE NAGARA STYLE
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THE LINGARAJ TEMPLE: ARCHITECTURE & SYMBOLISM
(BHUBANESWAR, INDIA)

Kalasha __

(Pot Finial)

Amalaka
(Crowning Disc)

Deul
(Main Sanctum & Spire) e

Garbhagriha
(Sanctum Sanctorum)
with Harihara Lingam

Jagamohana
(Assembly Hall) ™

Natamandira
(Festival Hall)

o?a Mandapa .~
Offering Hall) <

Enclosure Wall
(Laterite Stone)

Bhubaneswar Lingaraj Temple

Architecture

< Share

‘, Mastaka
“ (Apex)

\, Gandi
(" (Trunk)

, Bada
( (Base)

Axial Alignment
_ (East-West Orientation)

Bindusagar Lake
(Sacred Tank)

Simhadwara
(Main Lion Gate)

Minor Shrines
(Parvati, Kartikeya, Ganesha)

[1 Save
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(5 Mukteshwar Temple (Bhubanesw:

___"I ) Odisha ‘:,:“ Mukteswara temple architecture

Mukteshvara Temple,...
Wikipedia

Mukteswara Temple,...
Trawell.in
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Mukteswara Temple: Visiting...
Puri Tourism

Mukteswara Temple...
Bhubaneswar Tourism

Experience the Mukteswara...
Incredible India
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Mukteswara Temple entrance...
Facebook
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Mukteshwar Temple - A Gem...
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Konark Sun Temple Sanctum
Reopens After 122 Years

s 0 N==

Demand for 'Global Sun...

Sun Temple Konark History _
India Holiday Mall The New Indian Express
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Sun Temple of Konark |...

= =

Konark Sun Temple: The...
DailyArt Magazine
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o Anantam IAS

Khajuraho Temples: Chandela
Patronage, Nagara Architecture,...

[1 Save

Khajuraho Temples: How the... -
Maison SIA Khajuraho Tourism Guide,...

idu Travel Services
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Kandariya Mahadeva Temple (Kh:

Kandariya matangeshwara fa Architecture |

-

Kandariya Mahadeva Temple ...

Kandariya Mahadeva Temple ... Asian Art Museum

Wikipedia

Kandariya Mahadeva Temple ...
Kevin Standage -...

Kandariya Mahadev Temple,...
Trawell.in

Kandariya Mahadeva Temple,...
MakeMyTrip
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Solanki (Maru-Gurjara) Style Trait:

-

@ Shamlaji temple  ({#4 = Gujarat temple architect

A series of Amalaka and Kalash
«— over heavily sculpted Mandapa

Maru-Gurjara architecture -...
Wikipedia

Maru-Gurjara Or Solanki Styl...
99Notes

Maru-Gurjara Architecture

Maru-Gurjara architecture, also known as Rajasthani

or Solanki architecture, is a distinctive style that . 47T

originated in Rajasthan and Gujarat, India, primarily R SOLANKI STYLE
between the 1lth and 13th centuries. It's = - —
characterized by intricate carvings, elaborate ' 1 5
facades, and the use of symbolism, often seen in

temples and other structures. The style is a blend of

Hindu and Jain architectural principles.

Maru-Gurjara Or Solanki Styl...
99Notes

fili Maru-Gurjara Architectur...
Instagram

o sy Foige :
An overview of Maru-Guirjara...
Rethinking The Future
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(5 Sun Temple at Modhera (Gujarat):

A Surya
T

-~
Ahmedabad e Mehsana

il Rl e i Lo - Modhera Sun Temple
s, et =oaoeee Gujarat Tourism

Sun Temple, Modhera -...
Wikipedia

Inside a 1000-year-old templ... _i 2
Architectural Digest India

Inside a 1000-year-old templ...
Architectural Digest India
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Dilwara Jain Temples, Mount...
Tusk Travel

Dilwara Temples - Wikipedia
~ Wikipedia

R4 o P
Dilwara Temples (2026) All Yo...
WanderOn

-

Dilwara Temples, Mount Abu ...

Trawell.in

Dilwara Temples (2026) All Yo...
WanderOn

Dilwara Temple - The Most...
Rajasthan Studio

Blessingsonthenet

Blessinasonthenet
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STAGE 1 - PALLAVA PERIOD (7t"-9* century) &
Five monolithic rock-cut temples A g&= Shore Temple:
(Draupadi, Arjuna, Bhima, Dharmarajo, @3 e structural (not rock-cut),
Nakula-Sahadeva) =t gl earliest structural
- = e Dravidian

Each a different
style/size, carved

from single
granite boulders

Bhima

Narasimhavarman I (Mamalla) 3@:‘
Earliest structural /\
Rock-cut = Structural transition

" Nokula-Sahadeva

harmaraja

STAGE 2 - CHALUKYAN PERIOD (6h-gt" century) &
; Pattadakal: UNESCO site, ¥

Drawing of Durga Temple, Aihole: 10 torioles shina
F Apsidal plan (semi-circular back) 4 N:;;E:i %r:tilgi%n
3 tyl
Aihole = cradle 2L 1 & » .y bl
of Indian temple ==ty p ¢~ Virupaksha Temple
architecture i DI ERL by Vikramaditya II

STAGE 3 - RASHTRAKUTA STAGE 4 - CHOLA PERIOD (9"-13" century) !
Drawing of Kailasa Temple, Ellora (Cave 16): Carved j Drawing of Brihadeeswarar
TOP-DOWN from single rock, largest monolithic structure Temple, Thanjavur: Tallest
Modeled on vimana (66m), no shadow at noon
-\ — 80-ton capstone, granite

“Z==. Virupaksha Temple,
: Pattadakal construction |

# %‘ Built by Rajaraja Chola L,|
i 1 JALSL Y UNESCO World Heritage

=

Top-down excavation B
Chola temples = peak of Dravidian architecture

= engineering marvel

Rock-cut — Structural — Monolithic — Grand structural

Pallava: Mahabalipuram rathas (rock-cut) { Each dynasty improved on predecessors' temple technology

+ Shore Temple (structural)
Chalukya: Aihole (cradle), Badami (caves), /" KEY MATCHINGS for Prelims:
Pattadakal (UNESCO) Pallavas=Mahabalipuram A\
Chalukyas=Aihole/Pattadakal

Rashtrakuta: f:'ﬁifv Iefl:?rlneo?!eo::c;c carved Rashtrakutas=Ellora
P - Cholas=Thanjavur

3,345

1 47 Q 140

Subramanian @ |
Which period Badami caves fall in ?

Q (e Q2 il 83

|1 O
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Major Styles of Temple Architecture \

A
1

{ NAGARA STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE - NORTHERN INDIA }
1

Kalasha - Pot-like structure (Ralasha) on top.

Sub-Styles - Phamsana (tiered), A
Amalaka - Ribbed disc (amalaka) Valabhi (rectangular),

Rekha-Prasada (curvilinear). {
Curvilinear Shikhara - Tower rises vertically above

2 |k the Sanctum in a convex shape.
I‘éﬂ .g". Pyramidal Mandapa Roofs - Stepped and tiered
A ] structure.

No Gopurams:
Lacks towering
entrance

— gatewauys.

— Kandariya Mahadeva Temple,
Garbha Griha Maha Mandapa Mandapa Khajuraho
(Large Assembly Hall) (Assembly Hall Mandapa

] DRAVIDA STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE — SOUTHERN INDIA /
Y N

Sub-Styles - Chola, Pallava, =
Pandya, & Vijayanagar. M?Hl’llthlc

Water Tanks Pillars & !

Integral to Sculptures | | pyramidal

temple Intricate Vimana
complexes. carvings &

grand

Multi-tiered
| | tower abouve
Gopuram mandapas. | | the sanctum

Large,
ornate

. Stianes m‘llIHHHHHHIIHIHJ"
Brihadisvara Temple, Thanjavur. gateways. I
Gopuram Mandapa Garbha Griha

g e

} VESARA STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE - DECCAN

Tower is a Mix of Shikhara & Vimana — Combines curvilinear (Nagara) and stepped (Dravida) stules.

Babenbs = Unique Plans - Star-shaped or
==\ circular layouts.
Smaller Gopurams — Less prominent than
Dravida temples.

Flourished in Deccan
Under Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, & Hoysalas.

Shikhara

e

i H

=

= = =

H
i

Y

ha Griha Mandapa Ardha Mandapa
sive Sculptural Ornamentation - As in Belur & Halebidu.

T A wR ST TS A A SO TS

Nagara, Dravida & Vesara — UPSC Visit >
Prelims PYQ 2012

< Share [1 Save
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Anatomy of a Dravida Temple

: _-'-_'— Vimana
D it

Garbhagriha

Vimana

» Multi-storeyed pyramidal tower
« Located above the sanctum (Garbhagriha)

» Built with stepped horizontal tiers

Shikhara

» Crowning element at the top of the vimana

» Much smaller compared to Nagara style

Garbhagriha

» Square sanctum sanctorum
» Houses the main deity
Gopuram

« Monumental entrance tower

@ften taller than the main shrine in later temple
@CSEWhy Originals

India, Temples and UPSC Save this
post for Dravida Temple...

[1 Save

Anatomy of a Nagara Temple

Shikhara




Pallava Monolithic Rathas (Mama

A}Pancha Qﬁ Arjuna ¥
- R

# Pancha Rathas...
¥ Bout India Tours

Pancha Rathas...

Bout India Tours

The monolithic Pancha Ratha... The Pancha Rathas, located i...
Viki Pandit Instagram




47. Shore Temple at Mamallapura

/’ Pallava dynasty S8 Pallava architecture

emple — Pallava...

Smarthistory - Shore Temple... i elite
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capital composed of 36 radiating carved brackets, upon which
Akbar's elevated platform was linked to the corner balconies.

79. Pietra Dura Technique: The Florentine mosaic decorative
inlay method of setting precisely cut and polished hard semi-
precious stones (lapis lazuli, onyx, jasper, carnelian) into marble
matrix channels; first fully utilized in the Tomb of I'timad-ud-
Daulah (Agra) by Nur Jahan.

80. Taj Mahal Master Artisans and Proportions: Designed
primarily by Ustad Ahmad Lahori; exhibits perfect bilaterally
symmetrical balance, four slightly outward-tilted minarets (to
prevent collapse onto the tomb during earthquakes), topped by
a chhatri-flanked bulbous double dome.

81. Jharokha Darshan & Chhatri: Traditional Rajput elements
incorporated into Mughal palatial complexes: the Jharokha
(projected overhanging balcony for imperial viewing) and
Chhatri (elevated domed kiosk resting on pillars).

82. Jaisalmer Fort Havelis (Patwon Ki Haveli): Constructed
from yellow Jurassic limestone; characterized by multi-
storeyed, intricately perforated jharokhas, narrow verandas,
inner courtyards (chowk), and climate-responsive natural wind
corridors.

83. Hawa Mahal (Jaipur, Sawai Pratap Singh): Designed by
Lal Chand Ustad (1799 CE) in red and pink sandstone; a five-
storey pyramidal exterior fagade resembling Krishna's crown,
featuring 953 honeycombed casements (jharokhas) pierced with
latticework to permit ventilation for royal women in purdah.

84. Harmandir  Sahib  (Amritsar) Spatial Layout:
Conceptualized by Guru Arjan Dev; constructed in the center of
the Amrit Sarovar on a level lower than the surrounding ground
(symbolizing humility), featuring four open entrance doors
facing all cardinal directions (symbolizing access for all four
castes).

85. St. Paul’s Cathedral (Kolkata - Neo-Gothic): Designed by
William Nairn Forbes (1847); represents Victorian Neo-Gothic
ecclesiastical design, featuring pointed ribbed arches, soaring
vertical spires, flying buttresses, and expansive stained-glass
lancet windows.

86. Victoria Terminus / Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (Mumbai): Designed by F. W. Stevens (1887);
combines High Victorian Italianate Gothic Revival elements
with Indian motifs (stone carvings of peacock, lion, and
indigenous flora), featuring a monumental ribbed masonry
dome.

87. Gateway of India (Mumbai - Indo-Saracenic): Designed by
George Wittet to commemorate the visit of King George V and
Queen Mary (1911); blends the 16th-century Gujarati Sultanate
arch motifs, perforated screens, and corner turrets with a
European triumphal arch framework.
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Facebook WHAT IS THE PASHUPATI SEAL

A 3.5 cm carved stone from Mohenjo-daro.
Dated 2300-2000 BCE. A horned figure seated
cross-legged surrounded by elephant, tiger,
rhinoceros and buffalo. One of the most debated
artifacts in human history.
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Academia.edu

Colin Mackenzie commissioned drawings of sculptures and the
stupas from the Amaravoli Stupa, collectively known as the
“Amaravati Album.” This bas-elief was drawn and signed by
Najibullah, o Calcuttobased copyist. The album is now preserved
in the British Library.
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From ‘Appendices’ and *Notes’
to ‘Lists” and *Notices™: A Brief
History of Discourses on Amardvan
Inscriptions

tken o food. Nov
pond the water wi
& snake charmer. §
facts, she went to
air, she stood now

is she lamenting and what is it that she wanted. Suman) replied that she was the wife of
snske king and she had come from the snake world to take her mighty husband back who
bas been trapped by this man to gain the profits. The king then asked her that how the man
could catch the mighty king for which she gave the answer that since the snake king is a
follower of right path and it is for this rezson that when the man caught him he did not say
anything but surrender. Hearing this, the king asked the man to set him free and promised
him o give lot of things in return but the hunter said no 1o all and said that as a meritorious
#ct he would set the snake free

After this, the Great Being was set out of his basket and crept into a flower, where he
pet off his shape and reappeared in the form of a young man magnificently arrayed. And
down from the sky Sumana came, and stood beside him while he stood reverently joining
his hands in respect 1o the king. The serpent king thus asked the King Uggasena to visit
the Serpent’s world, gave the command that his army should be made ready to go. At the
moment he left the city, the Great Being by his power made visible in the serpent world an
enclosing wall of seven precious things and gate-towers, and the entire road of approach to
the abode of the serpents he made to be gloriously adomed. By this road the king with his
army entered the palace, and saw a delightful spot with mansions in it

They sst together and divine food was served before him which they enjoyed for
seven days along with his retinue, Seeing the grandeur of his palace, the king asked the
Serpent king the reason for leaving his palace and enter in the men's world. The Great
being replied that it is when you stay in the company of men that you leam self control
Afier this speech, Uggasendl, tock leave while the Great Being pointed to his tressure and
offered him whatever he wished to take. The Great Being sent proclamation about the
city by beating the drum asking the attendants of the king to take what they wished of his
wealth, goid, eic., and also sent the treasure to the king loaded 1n scveral hundred carts.
After this, the king left the serpent world with great pomp and returned to Bandras and it is
pelieved that from that time onwards the ground of the whole India became golden

Exotic India Art

The central compariment brings to life a celestial moment—the Buddhe, in
the form of a white elephant, descends from the Tusita heaven, Carried in a
pavilion by celestial dwarfs and welcomed with banners and music, this
jeyful procession marks the beginning of his eorthly journey.

To the leh of the sculpted
ponel, we see King
Suddhodana, father of
the Buddho, seated on o
regal throne with o halo
behind his head—
signifying his spiritual
slature. Attendants stand
on either side holding
chouris, while courtiers
gether around, evoking
a scene of palace life in
ancient Kopilavastu
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" THE CHAUSA HOARD ™

Oldest Bronze Hoard of the Gangetic Valley

Instagram

15. Tirthankara; round fleshy face with hair arranged
in parallel row, Srivatsa on chest, arms in Kayotsarga,
heads hollowed out forward (with figures bent off from
palm). Body slightly battered, without pedestal. Height:
48 cm. Third Century A.D. (Arch, No. 6530).
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