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• A stage of embryological

development during which

the single-layered blastula

is converted into a

trilaminar structure

consisting of an outer

ectodermal, a middle

mesodermal and an inner

endodermal layer.





• Outer ectoderm
• Gives rise to the epidermis and nervous

system,and connective tissue of the head

• Inner endoderm
• Give rise to the primitive gut or “archenteron”

• Intermediate mesoderm
• Gives rise to the muscles and skeletal

connective tissues ,urogenital system, heart and

blood vessels







• Blastoderm
• Consists of an upper layer, the epiblast and a

lower layer, the hypoblast with a cavity in

between, the blastocoele

• Epiblast
• Gives rise to the three germ layers

• Hypoblast
• Gives rise to primordial cells and to

extraembryonic endoderm



• Area pellucida
• The central transparent portion separated

from the yolk via the subgerminal cavity

• Area opaca
• The peripheral opaque portion which is in

direct contact with the underlying yolk
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