Why are many civil society organisations demanding that the Stare’s National Register of Citizens
be prepared frst? What are the differences between some communities and the Kukis on this
issuc? How is the NRC demand related to the Manipur ethnic conflict?

Rahul Karmakar

The story so far:
n August 31, the Cenire deferred the
Census operathons in Mandpur amid
demands from several
community-based and civil sociery
organisations (CS0s) o frst conduct the Suae's
Mational Register of Cltlzens ENRC) exercise with
1951 as the base vear, The declsion Rillowed
Ursion Home Minister Amit Shahs meeting with
Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla and Chief
Mimister Yommam Ehemchand Singh in New
Delhb, The message conveyed wis thiat Manipur
com Mialord fresh tension amid e omgeng
Kukl-bedtel and Koki-Maga conflics, with
elections o the State’s G0 member Assembly
Jess than i yvear away.

What led to the Census delerment?

The decennlal Census operation fn poll-bowmd
Mandpur wies scheduled to start on Seplembser |1,
Dt collection for the exerclse Degan in January,

A few months later, several communbty-based
aned CS0s began opposing the scheduled
heageount, demanding that the State’s NRC be
prepared fest, The Mebteds, who are in the
mapority i Imphal Valley, opposed the Census
T exereie, The Mebtel Pangals (duslims),
Inepgely inbabiting the valley, jolned the
MRC Before-Census bandwagon, as did the
Maggas, who dominate a least fve of the Stare's
10 Tkl dliseriets.

The Kukd community, bed by the Kulkld#o
Counchl, supported the Census operation, Their
bemdders sabd an bmpartial headeount would
dispel Bilse eladms about Kukl population growth
amd the perception that they were “illegal
milggrants”, and ensure a fle delimition
process based on verihed population numbers,
The Kukds also sald apdating ihe NRC before the
Cerisues was premature and biansed, fearing thit
ihe community members might fce unfale
exelwsbon 1950 was used as the base vear, This
i because there remalng o perception among
somme commmmuitbes thist the Kulkls are not the
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Wiomen hold placards during a sit-in protest demanding the condact and

update of the National Register of Citizens before the Census, In Imphal, ani

“original” inhabiltans.

However, the other communities intensified
thedr pro-MRE protests. Shutdowns and boyootts
ol all the Central and State government oflices
followned. A citbeens' group, Campatgn for |ust
ancd Fabr Delimbtaton, threatened 1o intensily s
prodest, Leaders of 14 C50s met with the
Covernor before teavelllng o New Delhl o meet
with the Union Home Secretary, Registrar
Cremeral of India, and the High-Level Committes
o Demopraphic Change o explain why
Manipur needed the KRG o find a permancnt
solution o the ethnde conflict i Tas searred
the State since May 3, 20009,

Has the Census been deferved or withheld
earlier?

Yiew, ot beast thrice, The exercise was withbeld or
ot comviducted in 1981 For Assam, which was in
thie mldlst of 4 mass movement (1979-1945)
aggainst undocumented immigration. The
agltators feared tht condueting a Census amidst
wnresobvied clibzenship dispuates would legltlmise
el settlers on the voters” st Normal Census
operathons were resumed after the Assam
Acrord was slgned in August 1985,

The 198 Consus foo Jammu and Kashmir was
also ot conducted dise (o the rlse of exremis
activities and the mass exodus of Kashmin
Hindus (Pandis) from the Kashmir Yalley
flloning widespread violence,

Thie 2021 Censues cvele was postponed
mtbonally de o the COVIDAS pandemic and
rescheduled o 202627,

What Is the argument of the pro-NRC groups:?
Inn a memorandum submiited w the Governor
o July 1, the 14 C50s sald an NRC wis necessary
tos ddentily “iegal migrants™ who migrated o
Manipur from Bangladesh, Burma (Myanimar),
wived Mbzoramm to "pose o threat™ to the Stite's
“original inhabliants", They clalmed that the
Inpubs, Kabuks, Liangmais, Maos, Marms,
Mediels, Poumals, Bongmebs, Tangkhuls, and
dermes were the orlginal Inhabitams. They sald
the population of Meliel Pangals, descendants of
Muslime from present-day Banglacdesh who
mbggrated oo the State since 1606 and settled by
marrying Manipuel women, inereased (o
239,186 (Census 2000 from 4,881 n 1881 with an
"unexpected” growth rate of 4, 814% over 130
years, The popslation of the Meiteis and the
o'lgginal tribes nereased by BEOH and Ba7,
respectively, during this period, they said,

Clhiabrmdng Layge-scabe migration into Manipur's
bl Fronm Bangdadesh, Myanmar, and Mizoram
since the 15th century, the C508 =aid the wotal
poprulation fn the hills jumped o 5,449,599 in
2001 from 25,384 in 1881, recording a growth rate
of about 2165%. They sabd protecting thelr
ancestral Land from “infiltrators™ and keeping
their secio-cultural environment intact became
a “headache” for most original inhabitants,
given the demographic scenario,

The C50s said those who fail 1o establish a

link between people in the 1951 Census amd
those in the (demanded) KRC should be
dedlared “non-citizens of Manipur” and duly
detected and deported,

How is the NRO demand linked 1o Manlpur's
ethnic confllet?

The Mantpur government has consistently
bBacked the NRC, s formal demand gained
traction after the Mankpur Leglslative Assembly
adopted o unanimows resolution on August 5,
2022, seeking the establishment of a State
Population Commission and the implementation
of the NRC, One of the triggers was the military
coup fn Myanmar in Felruary 2020, following
which several hundred people crossed over to
i puer threough porous borders, Maost ol those
whao took refupe were Kukl-Chin, ethnically
relatec] to the Bukis of Manipure and the Migos of
Mbzoram, Mamy in Manipur blame the llegal
Infux For ghae orggoelng ethnic comnflict, first
Detween the Kukis and Mizos and then between
(e Foudda el Maggas, which has clabmisd alimost
200 Dves since May 2023 and displaced more
than 62,000 people, Although the Stite
govermment or any other iggency s not
conducted any survey of "llegal immigrants”,
Mehtels and Magas believe that the Kukl
proprubation bas jumped exponentially in the il
istrbets, While non-tribal Meiteds feel the
Coernmus could reduce thelr representation in the
Assemibly from the current 40 seats, the Nagas
Prelbervee thie seale could tp in Fvour of the Kukis
I the Tuilks. The 200 Assembly seats in the hills
are divided equally between the Kukis and the
Maggas, Thie ke, however, say the hill areas
ahaold have Dad ar least three more Assembly
st Dased on the 2000 population,

Is an errordree NRC guaranteed?

This NRC, entabbing the transler of dati from
Census slips, was born out of independen
Ikl fiest Census I 1951, Assam compiled the
MHC i 1951, althouwgh all States were mandated
for chis s, Thie btetion Bebdnd that exercise in
A was 1o prepare i village based inventory
of residents by view of the resistance from the
State ~ then undivided - to house post-Pariition
religgees. The fear of the indigenous people of
Dedogg outnumbered by “legal immigranis™
durogg and after the 1571 Bangladesh War led to
the Assum Aghtation from 1979 10 1985, A
dermand during the agliathon was to gject
undocumented forelgners by updating the 1951
MR, This exercise, supervised by the Supreme
Court, g in 2004, andd the complete drf
wits published on August 31, 20058, This drafl
eclnded 19,06 Ikl oot of the 3.3 crore people
wiho haed wpplied for nclusion. The Assam NRC
process, however, remaing incomplete becise
e Regiatrar General of India has not Eseed any
e ifeation declaring it as final, Organisations
stech as the All Assam Students” Unbon cladm the
MEC 2009 was manipulated 1o pass & majority of
an estimated 41 lakh illegal mmigrants as
citizens. The BIF-led Assam government remains
adamant that the NRC was erroneous, with at
Jeast 200% of the enlisted names in districis
bordering Bangladesh requiring reverification.
Assanys updated MR has been in limbo, with
cases against it pending in the Supreme Court.



