
Here are my interpretations of Chapter 10—grounded in the text and building on our ongoing 
analysis. 
 
--- 
 
1. Lockwood's Illness Frames the Narrative as a Story of Recovery 
 
· Lockwood has been bedridden for four weeks, and Nelly's story is his only entertainment. 
· His illness mirrors the emotional sickness of the characters he is hearing about—he is 
weak, confined, and dependent on others. 
 
Interpretation: Lockwood's physical vulnerability makes him a more receptive audience. He 
cannot escape the story; he is trapped in his sickroom just as the characters are trapped in 
their destructive cycles. His illness also allows Nelly to continue her tale without interruption, 
deepening our immersion in the past. 
 
--- 
 
2. Heathcliff's Return Is a Transformation, Not a Homecoming 
 
· He is now a "tall, athletic, well-formed man" with a "half-civilized ferocity" lurking beneath a 
dignified manner. 
· He has no marks of "former degradation"—he is educated, wealthy, and physically 
imposing. 
· Nelly is amazed, Edgar is shocked, and Catherine is beside herself with joy. 
 
Interpretation: Heathcliff has remade himself. The sullen, degraded boy is gone; in his place 
is a man who has conquered poverty, ignorance, and social contempt. But the 
transformation is external, not internal. The "black fire" in his eyes, the "depressed brows," 
and the "half-civilized ferocity" reveal that the old Heathcliff is still there—burning, vengeful, 
and waiting. He has not been tamed; he has been armed. 
 
--- 
 
3. Catherine's Reaction: Joy That Borders on Hysteria 
 
· She flies upstairs, throws her arms around Edgar, and says: "Heathcliff's come back—he 
is!" 
· She squeezes Edgar so tightly he complains she is strangling him. 
· She laughs, cries, and cannot eat or drink. 
 
Interpretation: Catherine's reaction reveals that her marriage to Edgar has been a 
compromise, not a fulfillment. She has never stopped loving Heathcliff; she has merely 
suppressed it. His return reawakens everything she buried—her passion, her guilt, her 
longing. Her joy is so intense that it is almost painful to witness. She is not just happy—she 
is released. 
 
--- 



 
4. Edgar's Jealousy and Insecurity Are Immediately Evident 
 
· He insists Heathcliff sit in the kitchen, not the parlour. 
· He grows pale with annoyance and cannot eat. 
· He later sulks, refuses to speak, and accuses Catherine of being "cruel and selfish." 
 
Interpretation: Edgar is threatened by Heathcliff's return, and rightly so. He knows he cannot 
compete with Heathcliff's hold on Catherine's heart. His jealousy is not irrational—it is a 
survival instinct. But his response is weak: he sulks, cries, and withdraws. He cannot fight for 
Catherine; he can only complain about her. This weakness will be his undoing. 
 
--- 
 
5. Heathcliff's Plan: Revenge Disguised as Reconciliation 
 
· He tells Catherine he had planned to "settle my score with Hindley; and then prevent the 
law by doing execution on myself." 
· But her welcome has put these ideas out of his mind—for now. 
 
Interpretation: Heathcliff is not here to make peace; he is here to settle scores. His initial 
plan was to destroy Hindley and then kill himself. Catherine's welcome has postponed this 
plan, but it has not abandoned it. He is still driven by revenge, but he now sees a new path: 
destroy Hindley slowly, take everything he owns, and insinuate himself into Catherine's life. 
His return is the opening move in a long, patient campaign of destruction. 
 
--- 
 
6. Heathcliff's "Reserve" Is a Weapon 
 
· He remains calm, dignified, and restrained—the opposite of the sullen, explosive boy he 
once was. 
· He controls his emotions, calculating every word and gesture. 
 
Interpretation: Heathcliff has learned to hide. His reserve is not shyness; it is strategy. He no 
longer wears his heart on his sleeve. He watches, waits, and plans. His restraint unnerves 
Edgar more than open hostility would—because it makes him unpredictable and dangerous. 
The "half-civilized ferocity" is still there, but it is subdued, waiting for the right moment to 
strike. 
 
--- 
 
7. Catherine's Denial of Her Own Guilt 
 
· She tells Nelly: "I can afford to suffer anything, hereafter! Should the meanest thing alive 
slap me on the cheek, I'd not only turn the other, but I'd ask pardon for provoking it." 
· She describes herself as "an angel" after reconciling with Edgar. 
 



Interpretation: Catherine is deluding herself. She is not repentant; she is euphoric. 
Heathcliff's return has made her feel invincible, as if all her sins have been forgiven. But her 
self-congratulation is hollow. She has not resolved her divided loyalties—she has merely 
deferred the conflict. Her claim to be an angel is the height of irony: she is about to cause 
more pain than she can imagine. 
 
--- 
 
8. Isabella's Infatuation: A Tragic Mirror of Catherine's Fate 
 
· Isabella falls for Heathcliff, despite Catherine's warnings. 
· Catherine tells her: "He's a fierce, pitiless, wolfish man. I know he couldn't love a Linton; 
and yet, he'd be quite capable of marrying your fortune and expectations." 
 
Interpretation: Isabella is repeating Catherine's mistake—she is falling for a man she does 
not understand. But unlike Catherine, Isabella is not in love with Heathcliff's soul; she is 
infatuated with his mystery. She sees him as a romantic figure, a "rough diamond" who will 
reveal hidden depths of tenderness. Catherine knows better. She warns Isabella with brutal 
honesty, but Isabella refuses to listen. She is doomed to learn the truth the hard way. 
 
--- 
 
9. Heathcliff's Cold Response to Isabella's Attraction 
 
· He says: "I like her too ill to attempt it... except in a very ghoulish fashion. You'd hear of odd 
things, if I lived alone with that mawkish, waxen face." 
· He later asks Catherine: "She's her brother's heir, is she not?" 
 
Interpretation: Heathcliff has no romantic interest in Isabella—she is merely a tool. He sees 
her as a means to acquire Edgar's property and humiliate the Linton family. His cold, brutal 
dismissal of her is chilling: he would "paint on its white the colours of the rainbow, and turn 
the blue eyes black"—i.e., he would destroy her innocence and transform her into something 
monstrous. He is already planning to use her, and he does not care about the cost. 
 
--- 
 
10. Nelly's Loyalty to Edgar and Her Fear of Heathcliff 
 
· She says: "My heart invariably cleaved to the master's, in preference to Catherine's side... I 
wanted something to happen which might have the effect of freeing both Wuthering Heights 
and the Grange of Mr Heathcliff, quietly." 
· She describes his visits as "a continual nightmare" and suspects he is "an evil beast 
prowling between [the fold] and the sheep, waiting his time to spring and destroy." 
 
Interpretation: Nelly is not neutral—she is actively rooting for Edgar. She sees Heathcliff as a 
predator and his return as a threat to the fragile peace of the Grange. Her fear is justified, 
but her loyalty to Edgar is also personal: she has served him, she respects him, and she 



resents Catherine's disregard for his feelings. Nelly is a pragmatic survivor, and she knows 
that Heathcliff's presence will only bring chaos. 
 
--- 
 
11. The Biblical Imagery: Catherine as the Angel, Heathcliff as the Beast 
 
· Catherine describes herself as "an angel" after reconciling with Edgar. 
· Heathcliff is described as "half-civilized," "wolfish," and "a fierce, pitiless man." 
· Nelly sees him as "an evil beast" waiting to destroy. 
 
Interpretation: The novel is not a simple morality play, but the imagery is deliberate. 
Catherine is trying to be the angel, but she is not innocent—she is torn, selfish, and 
self-deceived. Heathcliff is the beast, but he is also the victim of a lifetime of cruelty. The 
angel and the beast are not opposites; they are two halves of the same tragedy. Both are 
trapped in a world that denies them what they truly want. 
 
--- 
 
12. The Irony of Catherine's Warnings 
 
· Catherine warns Isabella that Heathcliff is "an unreclaimed creature, without refinement, 
without cultivation; an arid wilderness of furze and whinstone." 
· She says: "I know he couldn't love a Linton." 
 
Interpretation: Catherine is telling the truth, but she is also revealing her own blindness. She 
knows Heathcliff cannot love a Linton—yet she married a Linton herself. She knows he is 
dangerous—yet she still loves him. Her warnings to Isabella are hypocritical: she is trying to 
protect her sister-in-law from the very man she herself cannot resist. She sees the danger 
clearly, but she is powerless to escape it. 
 
--- 
 
13. Heathcliff's Strategy: Divide, Conquer, and Collect 
 
· He establishes himself at Wuthering Heights, using Hindley's greed to gain a foothold. 
· He insinuates himself into the Grange, testing Edgar's tolerance. 
· He sees Isabella as a potential means to acquire the Linton estate. 
 
Interpretation: Heathcliff is playing a long game. He is not just seeking revenge—he is 
seeking total victory. He wants to destroy Hindley, humiliate Edgar, take Isabella's fortune, 
and reclaim Catherine. His return is the first phase of a plan that will unfold over years. He is 
patient, calculating, and utterly ruthless. The boy who was once a victim is now the predator. 
 
--- 
 
14. Catherine's "Happiness" Is Fragile and Deceptive 
 



· She tells Nelly: "I can afford to suffer anything, hereafter! Good night—I'm an angel!" 
· But the chapter ends with Nelly's foreboding: "I felt that God had forsaken the stray sheep 
there to its own wicked wanderings, and an evil beast prowled between it and the fold, 
waiting his time to spring and destroy." 
 
Interpretation: Catherine's euphoria is a delusion. She believes she can have 
everything—Edgar's love, Heathcliff's devotion, and a life of harmony. But the novel has 
already shown us that this is impossible. Heathcliff's return is not a blessing; it is a curse. He 
will not be satisfied with friendship; he will demand everything. And Catherine will be torn 
apart by the conflict she has created. 
 
--- 
 
15. The Chapter's Thematic Core: The Return of the Repressed 
 
· Heathcliff's return brings all the buried emotions of the past back to the surface. 
· Catherine's joy reveals her unfulfilled love. 
· Edgar's jealousy reveals his insecurity. 
· Isabella's infatuation reveals her naivety. 
· Heathcliff's calculation reveals his ruthlessness. 
 
Interpretation: Chapter 10 is the moment when the past erupts into the present. The peace 
of the Grange is shattered by Heathcliff's return. The characters are forced to confront the 
truths they have been hiding. The novel is no longer about memory—it is about the 
consequences of memory. Heathcliff is not just a visitor; he is a reckoning. 
 
--- 
 
Final Synthesis: 
 
Chapter 10 is the chapter of return, revelation, and impending destruction. 
 
· Heathcliff returns, transformed but not redeemed. 
· Catherine is overjoyed, but her joy is a symptom of her unhappiness. 
· Edgar is jealous and insecure, unable to compete with Heathcliff's hold on Catherine's 
heart. 
· Isabella falls for Heathcliff, unaware of his true nature. 
· Heathcliff begins his campaign of revenge, using Hindley, Edgar, and Isabella as pawns. 
 
The chapter is a reminder that the past is never truly past. Heathcliff's return is not a 
reconciliation—it is a resumption of hostilities. The novel is moving toward its tragic climax, 
and the characters are powerless to stop it. 


