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1. Literary Appreciation and Valuing Prose

Literary appreciation is the ability to recognize, understand, and value the artistry and deeper meanings of a literary
work. When reading prose, learners consider its content, style, structure, and emotional or intellectual impact. Valuing
prose means connecting a text with life, culture, moral questions, and human experience.
Five dimensions of literary appreciation

« Content awareness: Understand plot, characters, setting, and theme.

e Literary elements: Explain how plot, character, setting, point of view, conflict, and theme work together.

e Language and style: Notice diction, tone, syntax, imagery, and figurative language.

e Cultural and historical context: Consider the time, place, and social conditions surrounding the work.

« Personal engagement: Connect the text to personal experiences or unfamiliar perspectives.

Why it matters
 Builds empathy by exposing readers to different experiences and perspectives.
e Develops critical thinking through questioning and interpretation.
* Encourages reflection on beliefs, values, and decisions.

« Strengthens cultural literacy and understanding of human experience.

2. Genres of Prose

Prose uses the natural flow of ordinary language and grammar rather than a regular metrical pattern.

Fiction Imaginative writing; events and characters may be invented Plot, character development, conflict, theme.
but can reflect real human experiences.

Nonfiction Writing about real people, events, facts, or ideas; may Main idea, evidence, structure, purpose, possible
inform, explain, describe, or persuade. bias.

Drama / dramatic Literature intended for performance. Dramatic prose uses Dialogue, characters, setting, plot, conflict, stage

prose ordinary language, dialogue, and action. directions.

Common forms
e Fiction: short story, novel, novella, fable, fairy tale.
* Nonfiction: biography, autobiography, essay, news article, informational text, speeches, and letters.

e Drama: tragedy, comedy, melodrama, farce, musical drama, historical drama, romantic drama, modern realistic drama,
and experimental/absurdist drama.

Remember: A biography is written by someone else about a person’s life; an autobiography is written by the person
about their own life.

3. Comprehending Prose

Comprehension means making sense of a text beyond decoding individual words. Readers follow events, interpret
meaning, understand characters, and identify the author’s purpose.

« Main idea and details: Identify what the passage is mostly about and which details support it.

e Characters: Examine behavior, dialogue, motivation, and change.
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« Plot: Follow exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.
» Theme: Identify the insight or message developed by the story.
« Inference: Use textual clues and prior knowledge to understand unstated meaning.

* Purpose and tone: Determine why the author wrote the text and the attitude conveyed.

Do not confuse: Plot = what happens. Theme = the insight or central idea. Summary = a brief account of what
happens.

4. Lesson Design for Teaching Prose

An effective prose lesson combines clear objectives, suitable texts, purposeful reading activities, discussion,
assessment, and adaptation to learners’ needs.

e Learning objectives: Make them specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART), and align them
with curriculum standards.

e Text selection: Consider age, reading level, cultural relevance, length, language, and literary value.
e Pre-reading: Activate prior knowledge, preview vocabulary, introduce context, or ask a theme-related question.
* Reading: Combine teacher-supported reading with independent reading, prediction, questioning, and summarizing.

* Discussion: Move from recall questions to analysis, evaluation, and creation; ask learners to support interpretations
with textual evidence.

« Differentiation: Adapt content, process, or product to learners’ needs and make participation accessible.

* Assessment and reflection: Check comprehension and interpretation, then use results to improve instruction.

5. The 5E Instructional Model

Engage Capture interest and activate prior knowledge. Ask: “What would you do if you lost something valuable?”
Explore Allow learners to investigate the text. Read the story and identify characters and setting.
Explain Clarify ideas and build understanding. Discuss plot, conflict, irony, and theme.

Elaborate Apply or extend learning. Rewrite a scene from another character’s point of view.
Evaluate Assess understanding and skill. Complete a quiz, reflection, or performance task.

Memory aid: Engage = interest « Explore = investigate ¢ Explain = clarify « Elaborate = extend  Evaluate = assess
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6. Teaching Strategies: Know the Differences

Silent reading Individual, quiet reading at the Focus, vocabulary, inference, Read a short story and annotate

learner’s pace. independent comprehension, clues to the theme.
reflection.

Prose performance Expressive oral interpretation of a Voice, tone, pacing, mood, and Readers’ theater, monologue,

prose selection. character understanding. expressive reading, narrative
retelling.

Dramatic Acting out a scene using movement,  Empathy, collaboration, and Role-play, scene enactment,

performance gestures, facial expression, and understanding conflict and character  tableau/freeze frame, improvised
dialogue. choices. drama.

How to apply each strategy

* Silent reading: Preview key vocabulary, provide a focus question, allow adequate reading time, and ask students to
summarize, annotate, or reflect.

» Prose performance: Select a meaningful passage, model expressive reading, assign readers or roles, rehearse voice
and pacing, then discuss how delivery communicates meaning.

» Dramatic performance: Choose a scene with clear conflict, assign roles, plan movement and dialogue, rehearse,
perform, and debrief the themes, emotions, and choices.

Suggested texts from the materials
e The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe — suspense, guilt, narration, and psychological tension.
¢ A Sound of Thunder by Ray Bradbury — cause and effect, consequences, suspense.
e The Lottery by Shirley Jackson — tradition, conformity, and social pressure.

« The Necklace by Guy de Maupassant — pride, materialism, contentment, and irony.

7. Teaching Materials and Resources

Materials support the learning objectives and help students access, understand, discuss, and respond to literature.
e Text-based materials: stories, excerpts, scripts, printed texts, and reading guides.
« Visual aids: images, charts, graphic organizers, character maps, and plot diagrams.
« Digital/multimedia resources: audio recordings, videos, digital texts, and presentation slides.
* Performance materials: simple props, costumes when appropriate, and performance rubrics.

e Print supplements: vocabulary lists, worksheets, context notes, and activity sheets.

When selecting resources, consider
 Alignment with curriculum and lesson objectives
* Relevance and learner interest
» Reading difficulty and language level
* Accessibility and availability

« Opportunities to develop the intended skills

8. Assessment of Literature Learning
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Formative Monitors progress during learning and helps improve Questioning, exit tickets, reading checks, draft
teaching and learning. feedback.

Summative Evaluates achievement at the end of a lesson, unit, or  Unit test, final essay, completed presentation.
course.

Authentic Asks learners to apply understanding in meaningful or =~ Character letter, performance, adaptation, literary
creative tasks. podcast.

Peer/self-assessment Builds reflection and constructive feedback using Peer response using a rubric; self-reflection
criteria. checklist.

Portfolio Shows learning and development over time. Journal, reading responses, drafts, organizers,

creative work.

Observation Records participation and performance during Anecdotal notes on discussion, reading, and oral
learning. presentation.

Assessment alignment: If the objective is to analyze a character’s motivation, an assessment should require
interpretation and evidence—not only recall of plot details.
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9. Sample Lesson Snapshot: “The Necklace”

Text: “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant | Suggested level: Junior or Senior High School | Time: One or two class
periods

Learning objectives
« Identify plot, character, setting, conflict, and theme.
» Analyze Madame Loisel’'s motivation and decisions using textual evidence.

* Reflect on the story’s message and connect it to real-life values.

SE sequence
* Engage: Ask, “What would you do if you lost something valuable?”
» Explore: Read silently, in pairs, or listen to an audio version.
» Explain: Discuss character motivation, materialism, pride, contentment, irony, symbolism, and foreshadowing.
* Elaborate: Perform a key scene or write a diary entry from Madame Loisel’s perspective.

» Evaluate: Use a quiz, written reflection, or performance rubric.

Sample authentic assessment

Task: Write a letter as Madame Loisel after discovering that the necklace was fake. Explain her feelings, what
she has learned, and how her outlook has changed.

Why it works: The letter checks comprehension and interpretation, encourages perspective-taking, and lets learners
demonstrate understanding of character development, theme, and irony.

10. Commonly Confused Terms

Plot vs. theme Plot is the sequence of events; theme is the insight or central idea conveyed.

Biography vs. autobiography Biography is written by another person; autobiography is written by the subject.

Prose performance vs. dramatic Prose performance emphasizes expressive oral interpretation; dramatic performance
performance emphasizes acting out a scene.

Formative vs. summative Formative checks progress during learning; summative evaluates achievement at the end.
assessment

Authentic vs. traditional assessment Authentic assessment applies learning to meaningful or creative tasks; traditional tests often
use structured questions.

Content vs. style Content is what the text communicates; style is how the author communicates it.
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